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T
he B

eginnings

A
ncient beliefs in the region divide hum

anity's passage on earth into
three cosm

ic, m
yhtic, and historical periods. O

f the three, of course,
only the third or the historical period is real. T

he other tw
o have

cosm
ological and m

ytheological values that enhance our
understanding of the present-day peoples of the region. O

ne day
elem

nets of the m
ythic period m

ight prove to be real but for that w
e

need m
ore solid docum

entation than is available at the present.

For the purposes of this com
prehensive chronology of the region, the

cosm
ic and m

ythic periods are presented in the sequential order
preserved in ancient chronologies. N

o attem
pt is m

ade at correlating
those eras in any form

 w
ith historical or real tim

e.

T
he C

osm
ic and M

ythic E
ras

T
he initial 3000-year battle betw

een the forces of A
hura M

azda
(G

ood) and A
ngra M

ainyu (E
vil) leads to the defeat of the latter.

T
he second cycle of 3000 years begins w

ith A
hura M

azda's creation
of the cosm

ic w
orld, i.e., the creation of the sky, w

ater, earth, plants,
the sacred w

hite bull, and the cosm
ic m

an (G
ayom

art). T
ruth,

sym
bolized as fire, perm

eates A
hura M

azda's kingdom
.

C
reation continues w

ith A
hura M

azda's creation of the A
m

esha
Spentas or H

oly Im
m

ortals. A
s V

ice-R
egents, the im

m
ortals serve as

"governors" or adm
inistrators of the various realm

s of A
hura M

azda's
K

ingdom
.

D
estruction of A

hura M
azda's cosm

ic w
orld by A

ngra M
ainyu brings

the second phase of creation to an end. H
ow

ever, A
ngra M

ainyu w
ho

had entered A
hura M

azda's creation through a crack in the sky and
w

ho had polluted the w
ater, poisoned the plants, and killed both the

sacred bull and G
ayom

art cannot bail out. T
ruth, w

hixh has patched
up the sky, keeps A

ngra M
ainyu trapped w

ithin creation.
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T
he third 3000-year cycle begins w

ith the sojourn of the Seed of slain
G

ayom
art or cosm

ic m
an to the M

oon w
here it is preserved and

purified by the Sun.

R
eturn of the seed of G

ayom
art to earth and its appearance in the

form
 of a sacred rhubarb plant w

ith tw
o joined stem

s.

G
row

th of the first m
an (M

ashiya) and the first w
om

an (M
ashiyanah)

out of the tw
o stem

s of the sacred rhubarb plant.

M
arriage of M

ashiya and M
ashiyanah resulting in the first population

of earth.

C
reation of the farr by A

hura M
azda. Farr being the sym

bil of
legitim

acy w
ith w

hich A
hura M

azda distinguishes his deputy on
earth.

A
hura M

asda's singling out the m
ost w

orthy of m
en to serve as his

deputy.

A
hura M

azda invests G
ayom

art/K
ayum

ars w
ith the farr. K

ayum
ars

begins the eradication of evil from
 A

hura M
azda's dom

ain.

T
he P

ishdadian D
ynasty

K
ayum

ars offsets the ruses of evil, a force determ
ined to eradicate

the race of m
an from

 earth.

K
ayum

ars' son, Siyam
ak, is m

urderd.

K
ing H

ushang discovers the use of fire w
hich leads to the discovery

of m
etals and of w

eapons w
ith w

hich to com
bat evil. H

ushang also
harnesses the rivers, produces lush fields and m

eadow
s, dom

esticates
anim

als and uses their products as a source of untold prosperity.

T
ahm

uras, H
ushang's successor, chooses w

isdom
 as his w

eapon
against A

hrim
an. U

nder T
ahm

uras, the dom
estication of anim

als is
perfected, w

eaving is introduced, and plans are devised to eradicate
the race of the divs or dem

ons from
 the face of the earth. T

he
sciences and the arts m

ake considerable progress.
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U
nder Jam

shid, the farr encom
passes both the secular and the

spiritual dom
ains. In adm

inistration, Jam
shid follow

s the tradition of
his forefathers and introduces the finer approaches to w

eaving and to
the production of elegant and luxurious objects. H

e also launches a
num

ber of innovations, including the division of people into four
distinct castes and guilds. U

nder Jam
shid, artisans, m

erchants,
priests, w

arriors, and tillers of the land all know
 their place in

society.

T
o im

m
ortalize his efforts at good governm

ent, w
hich had resulted in

the eradication of death from
 the face of the earth, and to w

elcom
e

the arrival of a new
 epoch, Jam

shid holds a m
agnificent celebration,

the N
ow

 R
uz (new

 year).

Finally, convinced that he is in full control of all aspects of the w
orld,

Jam
shid reaches to supplant the C

reator. H
e fails. H

is conceit costs
him

 his farr and the people of Iran their prosperity.

Z
ahhak, the em

bodim
ent of E

vil, steps in and reigns for a thousand
years. T

w
o snakes issuing from

 his shoulders dem
and fresh brains

daily. C
an this dem

and deplete A
hura M

azda's w
orld of people?

A
btin, in w

hose person the farr had been preserved, is found and
brought back to the heartland.

A
btin's son, Fereydun overthrow

s Z
ahhak and m

akes the land
prosperous again. A

t the end of his reign, he creates discord am
ong

his three sons by dividing his kingdom
 according to m

erit rather than
to tradition. H

e assigns R
um

 and the w
est to Salm

, T
uran and C

hina
to his oldest son, T

ur, and Iran and India along w
ith the farr to Iraj,

his youingest son.

R
ebelling against their father's seem

ingly unjust division of the
kingdom

, Salm
 and T

ur conspire and m
urder Iraj.

M
anuchehr rises against Salm

 and T
ur to avenge Iraj; but he, too, is

killed.

U
nder oppressive K

ing N
ow

zar, Iran falls prey to the forces of the
T

uranian A
frasiyab, but it survives.

T
he boundary betw

een Iran and T
uran is established at the O

xus
R

iver (present-day A
m

u D
ariya).

T
he Pishdadian dynasty com

es to an end.
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T
he K

ayanian D
ynasty

K
ayqubad, the founder of the K

ayanian dynasty, and his assem
bly

of knights push the forces of A
frasiyab out of all the lands south of

the O
xus R

iver. T
he O

xus rem
ains the boundary betw

een the tw
o

realm
s.

K
ayka'us ascends the throne.

W
hile on patrol in the w

oods, w
arriors T

us and G
iv (pronounced

giiv) find a m
aiden there and . W

hen they fail to com
e into an

understanding as to w
hom

 she belongs, they take the m
atter to the

king. K
ayka'us settles the dispute by assigning the m

aiden to his
ow

n harem
. B

eing related to both Iran and T
uran by birth, this

m
ysterious w

om
an plays a pivotal role in the later developm

ents in
the courts of Iran and T

uran.

Siyavosh is born to K
ayka'us and the m

aiden found in the w
oods.

A
t a tender agae, Siyavosh is assigned to the national cham

pion,
R

ustam
, w

ho takes him
 to Z

abulistan. U
nder R

ustam
's supervision,

Siyavosh becom
es conversant in the m

anners of kings and courts.

Siyavoash returns from
 Z

abulistan and resides at the court of his
father.

Sudabeh, one of K
ayka'us's w

ives, sees Siyavosh at court and takes
a facy to him

. She asks her husband to send Siyavosh to the
w

om
ens' quarters so that the price becom

es fam
iliar w

ith his
m

others and sisters.

A
t Sudabeh's cham

ber, Siyavosh refuses the am
ourous advances of

his step-m
other. Sudabeh accuses the Prince of attem

pted rape.

K
ayka'us takes the case of Sudabeh versus Siyavosh to an assem

bly
of m

u'bads or Z
oroastrian priests for decision. T

he assem
bly rules

trial by fire.

Siyavosh passes through a m
ountain of fire prepared by the m

u'bads
to prove his innocence of Sudabeh's charges. Sudabeh refuses to
take the sam

e test. R
ather, she produces the still-born child of one of

her m
aids as proof of Siyavosh's advances.
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A
frasiyab invades Iran and captures som

e of the land to the south of
the O

xus.

H
elped by R

ustam
, Siyavosh soundly defeats A

frasiyab w
hose

forces w
ithdraw

 to the eastern shore of the O
xus.

A
frasiyab sends his national cham

pion, Piran, to Siyavosh and sues
for peace.

Siyavosh signs a peace treaty w
ith A

frasiyab and pledges his w
ord

that he w
ould not resum

e the w
ar. H

e then sends R
ustam

 w
ith a

Silken letter, hostages, and gifts to his father and asks for his
blessing.

K
aika'us rejects Siyavosh's peace treaty and orders him

 to cross the
O

xus and capture A
frasiyab. Siyavosh finds him

self in a bind.

W
ith the assistance of Piran, Siyavosh defects to T

uran at the head
of his ow

n personal arm
y.

Siyavosh travels in T
uran and m

eets A
frasiyab.

Siyavosh builds Siyavoshgord in far off lands in the east.

Siyavosh m
arries Jarirah, Piran's daughter.

Farud is born to Siyavosh and Jarirah.

Y
ears later, T

us m
arches on T

uran and, against the w
ishes of

K
aika'us, kills Farud.

Siyavosh m
arries A

frasiyab's daughter, Farangis.

Siyavosh is killed as a result of intrigue created by A
frasiyab's

brother, G
arsivaz.

K
aykhusrau, Siyavosh's son, is born and w

ith the help of Piran is
taken to Iran.

K
aykhusrau becom

es king and decides to unify Iran and T
uran.

R
ecognizing the m

ight of K
aykhuisrau, A

frasiyab creates a coalition
force com

prising the C
hinese, Indians, Slavs, and other peoples of

the region.

K
aykhusrau destroys A

frasiyab's international coalition and
concludes the G

reat W
ar in favor of Iran. H

e then elim
inates both

A
frasiyab and G

arsivaz and unifies Iran and T
uran.
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K
aykhusrau tours all the lands controlled by a united Iran and

T
uran.

K
aykhusrau predicts the com

ing of Z
oroaster w

ho w
ould bring din

(order) to replace kin (vengeance) that had feuled the anim
osity

betw
een Iran and T

uran since the tim
e of Faridun's divison of Iran.

K
aykhusrau steps dow

n as king after he singles out L
uhrasp as the

m
ost w

orthy person to replace him
. H

e convinces Iranian w
arriors of

the veracity of his action by m
entioning that L

uhrasp not only
carries the farr but that the king w

ho w
ould w

elcom
e the Prophet

Z
oroaster w

ould belong to his house.

K
ailuhrasp becom

es king.

K
ailuhrasp's son, K

aygushtasp, w
elcom

es the Prophet Z
oroaster to

his court and supports him
 against the ravages of the nom

adic tribes
to the east.

T
he K

ayanian dynasty com
es to an end. T

he last 3000-year cycle of
real hisrory begins.B

C
 5000 to the C

hristian E
ra

B
C

 E
vents

5000

O
n the Iranian plateau, a settlem

ent of hunters, gatherers, and potters
is established at Siyalk to the south of present-day T

ehran, T
he

settlem
ent is ruled by w

om
en w

ho also serve as creators of agriculture
and repository of know

ledge about edible roots. W
om

en also serve as
guardians of the fire. Sim

ilar settlem
ents exist at Susa, T

epe H
isar,

T
epe G

ujan, Z
uriyeh, and H

asanlu.
T

he dead are buried under the floor. Shells from
 the Persian G

ulf
indicate fam

iliarity w
ith trade w

hile carved bones, ham
m

ered objects,
stone tools, knife blades, sickle blades, axes, and scrapers bespeak the
existence of a rudim

entary civilization. Pottery, although coarse, is
painted w

ith prim
itive designs m

im
icking everyday objects. A

prim
itive textile industry uses stone spindles. PisÈ

 housing protects
them

 against the elem
ents.

B
etw

een 5000 and 2000 B
C

, to the northeast of Siyalk, agriculture is
m

odeled on the Siyalk and other M
iddle E

astern settlem
ents. T

he
people of that region are also involved in raising livestock, a practice
that continues to play a m

ajor role in the econom
ies of present-day

C
entral A

sia.
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4000

W
heat and barley are bartered for furs and arrow

s. C
om

m
unal labor

builds houses, cleans the ground, and provides m
eans for irrigation.

U
se of the horse facilitates transportation and travel w

hile discovery
of precious stones leads to the creation of jew

elry. M
etal and pottery

w
orks of the tim

e display realistic designs of ibexes, birds, and boars
on bow

ls, utensils, and jars. W
om

en com
m

and arm
ies. N

ext-of-kin
m

arriage is practiced.

3000
C

ylinder seals are used to identify ow
nership or m

ark prices. Pottery,
produced on the w

heel, carries m
ore sophisticated designs, jew

elry is
refined. B

ricks, m
ade in m

olds, im
prove housing.

2000

In present-day C
entral A

sia tw
o-w

heel chariots com
e into use and a

com
bination of tin and copper resulting in the production of bronze

contributes to the production of new
 tools and w

eapons. # Indo-
E

uropean Scythian, M
ede, and Pars tribes invade the plateau through

the C
aucasus. T

he M
ede settle the region south of the C

aspian,
assum

e leadership, and create an em
pire; the Pars m

ove south to
Parsam

ush.

1400
T

he settled A
ndoronovo culture around L

ake Issyk K
ul leaves a

w
ealth of bronze tools and pottery. Sim

ilarly, the settled C
hust culture

leaves a w
ealth of cave and rock draw

ings.

1000

O
n the Iranian plateau, the new

ly arrived Indo-E
uropean invaders

establish a divine (A
huric) order com

prising the king of kings w
ho

occupies the upperm
ost level of the hierarchy, and a group of low

er
kings w

ho, in turn, are supported by princes, nobles and free m
en.

Sim
ilarly, a hierarchy of priests, landow

ners, craftsm
en, peasants, and

slaves appears that caters to the spiritual and m
aterial needs of the

ruling class.
In C

entral A
sia, the discovery and use of iron for m

aking objects
changes the w

ay tools and w
eapons had been m

ade in the past.

800

C
lassical G

reek civilization is established w
ith the city-states at its

center and trade and literary and cultural developm
ents as its

auxiliaries. T
he com

pilation of the Iliad and the O
dyssy rem

ains
am

ong the m
ajor achievem

ents of that era.

700

B
etw

een 700 and 100 B
C

, nom
adic Scythians, an Iranian people,

invade the regions in present-day southern R
ussia and establish trade

w
ith G

reece. T
hey are the first to establish a pastoral culture and a

viable political system
.

614
M

edean chief, C
yaxeres (U

vkhstra), captures A
ssyrian capital,

N
ineveh; Parsam

ush becom
es vassal of the M

edes.

600

B
etw

een 600 and 100 B
C

, a people know
n as the Pazyryk lives in the

eastern regions of C
entral A

sia. T
heir culture is sim

ilar to that
developed on the Iranian plateau except for a very heavy em

phasis on
the use of w

ool in textile production. L
ike the Scythians, the Pazyryk

bury their dead under artificial m
ounds know

n as kurgans. T
he

possessions of the deceased, including chariots, horses, and necessary
household utensils are buried w

ith the body.
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559
C

yrus III the G
reat declares A

nshan independent, captures E
cbatana

(M
edean capital), and incorporates L

ydia and B
abylonia into the

A
chaem

enian E
m

pire; Jew
s return to Jerusalem

.
556

C
yrus III captures the M

edian E
m

pire.
546

C
yrus III captures L

ydia.
539

C
yrus III overpow

ers the B
abylonian E

m
pire.

530
Ineffectual C

am
byses III takes E

gypt but is elim
inated by a pretender.

525
D

arius I captures E
gypt.

522
D

arius I overthrow
s G

aum
ata and assum

es kingship. D
uring his first

year, he fights nineteen battles and captures nine kings. B
abylonia

and E
gypt are annexed to Persia.

519
T

he T
em

ple at Jerusalem
 is rebuilt at D

arius's behest; X
erxes I is

born.

506
T

he sedentary D
avan culture in the Ferghana V

alley flourishes as a
politically independent pow

er at a tim
e w

hen neighboring Sughdiana
is dom

inated by the pow
erful A

chaem
enan E

m
pire.

499
D

arius crushes a revolt by the G
reek cities of A

sia M
inor.

492
Persian w

ars against the A
thenian States begin; M

acedonia becom
es a

vassal state of Persia.
490

A
thenians defeat D

arius at M
arathon.

486

D
arius dies. H

is son, X
erxes I, accedes to the throne.

D
arius is a w

arrior, an adm
inistrator, and a builder. H

e expands the
Persian E

m
pire only after he becom

es convinced that he rules over a
prosperous people. H

e adm
inisters his satrapies through a netw

ork of
m

ilitary generals, governors, secretaries, tax collectors, and spies. H
is

palace at Persepolis still stands.

484
E

gypt and B
abylonia becom

e integral parts of the E
m

pire of the
M

edes and the Persians.

480
X

erxes defeats the Spartans at T
herm

apolae but is defeated at
Salam

is. T
he G

olden A
ge or the era of rejoicing after A

thenian
victory begins in G

reece.

479
T

he rem
aining Persian arm

y left in G
reece is defeated by the G

reek
arm

y.
470

Socrates is born.

465
X

erxes, w
hose court is suffused w

ith intrigue, is assassinated by his
ow

n uncle. H
is son, A

rtaxerxes I, becom
es king.

450
H

erodotus w
ho travels w

idely in the w
orld of his tim

e know
s of the

existence of India but not of C
hina.

431
T

he Pleponnesian W
ar begins and lasts for 26 years.

429
T

he last philosopher statesm
an, Pericles, passes aw

ay.
427

Plato is born.
424

D
arius II becom

es king.
415

T
he A

thenian fleet is destroyed by Syracuse.
404

A
rtaxerxes II becom

es king; the Pleoponnesian w
ar com

es to an end.

401
X

enophon leads G
reek m

ercenaries east to help C
yrus against his

brother A
rtaxerxes; but A

rtaxerxes defeats C
yrus at C

unaxa.

10

400
X

enophon leads ten thousand G
reeks hom

e, safely, from
 C

unaxa.

399
Socrates is tried and executed; dem

ocratic rule is reinstalled in
A

thens.
384

A
ristotle is born.

359
B

etw
een 359 and 336 B

C
, Philip II of M

acedonia defeats the G
reek

city-states.
358

A
rtaxerxes III becom

es king.
347

Palto passes aw
ay.

338
Philip of M

acedon plans invasion of Persia. A
lexander learns the art

of w
ar from

 Phillip II and the finer art of building cultures from
A

ristotle; Philip II form
s the L

eague of G
reek States.

336
Philip II is m

urdered. A
lexander III succeeds him

 to the throne of
M

acedonia.
335

A
ristotle opens the L

yceum
.

334
A

lexander defeats the Persians at G
ranicus.

333
A

lexander defeats the Persians at Issus.

331
A

lexander captures E
gypt, defeats the Persians at G

augam
ela, and

occupies Persepolis.

330
Satrap of B

actria, B
essus, assassinates D

arius III at D
am

ghan.
A

chaem
enian E

m
pire ends.

328
A

lexander captures Sughdiana and B
actria.

326
A

lexander defeats Porus, the king of India, south of B
ucephalus.

323
A

lexander dies in B
abylon. H

e intended to unite the G
reeks and the

Persians and inaugurate a new
 era of trade, enhancem

ent of
civilizations, and com

m
onalty of cultures.

322
A

ristotle passes aw
ay.

312
Selecus I takes B

abylon, builds Seleucia.

305
Seleucus N

ikator, A
lexander's successor in the lands in the east, is

defeated by C
handragupta M

aurya and cedes extensive territories,
including present-day A

fghanistan to India.

300
B

etw
een 300 and 200 B

C
, the Scythians are displaced by the W

u-
Sun, a people of T

urko-M
ongol origins.

261
A

soka adopts B
uddhism

 as state religion.
250

B
actria and Parthia declare independence from

 Seleucid rule.

250
T

he city of B
alkh in present-day A

fghanistan becom
es the center of

the breakaw
ay kingdom

 of B
actria.

246
Ptolom

y III occupies M
esopotam

ia.
220

Several Seleucid provinces are captured by the Parthians.
217

A
ntiochus III reestablishes Seleucid rule over B

actria and Parthia.

209
A

ntiochus III of Seleucia defeats the Parthians and stem
s the tide of

G
reco-B

actrian expansion.

200
E

pics about India's gods and heroes, the M
ahabharata and R

am
ayana

are w
ritten.

200
B

etw
een 200 and 300 B

C
, the W

all of C
hina, a fortification of m

ore
than 1,000 m

iles in length, is built to keep foreign invaders in the
north from

 entering C
hina.
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197
R

om
ans defeat the M

acedonians at T
hessaly.

190
A

ntiochus III is defeated by R
om

e at M
agnesia, L

ydia.
175

A
ntiochus IV

 becom
es king.

171
M

ithridates I w
ins Parthia its independence.

168
Jew

s rebel against A
ntiochus IV

 under M
accabees.

160
T

he pastoral, nom
adic W

u-Sun settle in w
hat is present-day eastern

K
azakhstan and eastern K

yrgyzstan.

150
M

ithridates I incorporates M
edia and M

esopotam
ia into Parthian

E
m

pire.

141
B

etw
een 150 and 141, Parthians control over M

esopotam
ia is

com
plete.

139
Parthians capture D

em
etrius.

138
M

ithridates I dies.
135

N
om

adic Iranian Saka raid Iranian provinces.
129

T
he capital city of C

tesiphon is built.
128

Scythians takeover the kingdom
 of B

actria.

108

T
he city of N

eapolis, the capital of the Scythians, is invaded by the
G

reeks and burnt dow
n. Scythia, the land of the people know

n for
their reverence of the horse, consum

ption of kum
is, and specific

rituals related to the cult of fire is divided am
ong neighboring tribes.

104
T

he first C
hinese attem

pt to defeat the D
avan fails.

101
T

he second C
hinese attem

pt to defeat the D
avan fails.

95
Parthians kill A

ntiochus V
II and install T

igranes as king of A
rm

enia;
in the east, Parthia overcom

es the Saka, adding som
e of the Sakian

w
arriors to their ow

n arm
y.

87
T

he Y
ueh-C

hih force the Scythians to settle in southw
estern

A
fghanistan.

70
A

rm
enia at its peak under T

igranes.
64

Pom
pey im

prisons T
igranes; annexes Syria and Judea to R

om
e.

56
First split of the H

siung-nu em
pire into eastern and w

estern branches.

53
O

rodes I becom
es E

m
peror of Iran; Parthians defeat C

rasus at
C

arrhae, capture Syria and Judea and invade A
sia M

inor. V
entidius

restores lost eastern provinces to R
om

e.
44

M
urder of C

aesar.
31

T
he B

attle of A
ctium

.

20
O

n 12 M
ay, A

gustus, R
om

e's first E
m

peror, regains A
rm

enia and
T

ranscaucasia. Parthians return the R
om

an standards captured at
C

arrhae.

2
Phraates, the Parthian king, is poisoned opening the w

ay for the
kingship of Phraataces.

0
C

hristian era begins.
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T
he A

D
 E

ra

A
D

D
ates

E
vents

2
 

Parthian king since 2B
C

, Phraateces m
arries his ow

n
m

other, M
usa, an act that terrifies the R

om
ans and the

G
reeks.

3
9 Sept.

T
he Parthian stronghold of A

rtagira falls to the R
om

ans.

4
 

Parthian king Phraataces is either killed or driven into
Syria w

here he passes aw
ay.

12
 

A
rtabanus defeats the Parthian V

onones and forces him
 to

flee to Seleucia.

16
 

Parthian king A
rtabanus forces V

onones to surrender the
rulership of A

rm
enia w

hich he has m
ade his ow

n. .

21
D

ec.
A

 letter sent by A
rtabanus to Susa validates a contested

election.
38

 
A

rtabanus, the ruler of Parthia, passes aw
ay.

42
 

O
n his w

ay to India, the sage A
pollonius of T

yana passes
through B

abylonia.

50
 

K
ujula K

adphises establishes the K
ushan E

m
pire. T

he
K

ushans rule over Persia, the upper O
xus, and T

ransoxiana
until they are overthrow

n by the Sassanids in the third
century.

51
 

V
ologases I becom

es king.
52

 
V

ologases I advances into A
rm

enia w
ithout any resistance.

53
 

For the next ten years Parthia and R
om

e fight for the
control of A

rm
enia.

63
 

V
ologases I and C

orbulo m
ake A

rm
enia a buffer betw

een
Parthia and R

om
e.

63
 

L
egions in Spain and D

alm
atia are recalled and assigned to

the R
om

an arm
y of the east.

115
 

T
rajan conquers M

esopotam
ia.

117
 

H
adrian abandons M

esopotam
ia to Parthia.

118
 

R
om

an arm
ies advance in M

esopotam
ia.

165
 

A
vidius C

assius, a R
om

an general, destroys Seleucia.
198

 
Septim

us Severus captures C
tesiphon.

200
 

A
rabic kingdom

 of H
ira is established.

226
 

A
rdashir I takes C

tesiphon; overthrow
s Parthian rule.
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241
 

Shapur I; spread of M
anicheism

.

260
 

Sassanians caapture E
m

peror V
alerian forcing R

om
e to

relax its hold on M
esopotam

ia.
274

 
Im

prisonm
ent and death of M

ani.

280
 

V
alerian is taken prisoner at E

dessa; R
om

an fortresses in
M

esopotam
ia are reduced.

297
 

E
m

peror G
alerius defeats N

arsah. captured fortresses are
returned to R

om
e.

303
 

A
rm

enia accepts C
hristianity.

309
 

Shapur II becom
es ruler of Iran at birth.

313
 

C
onstantine the G

reat adopts C
hristianity.

337
 

Shapur II begins his conquests in the w
est.

362
 

T
he death of E

m
peror Julian causes R

om
e to flood the

eastern m
arches w

ith m
any w

estern units.

370
 

T
he H

ephthalites establish them
selves in B

actria, defeat
the Sassanians and expand their hegem

ony over K
abul and

G
andhara.

372
 

H
ans invade the W

estern steppes.
399

 
Y

adagird I is sym
pathetic to C

hristianity at first.

400
 

A
ltai M

ountain T
urks attack the U

sun, a T
urkic-speaking

M
ongolian nom

adic people.
410

 
R

om
e's W

estern provinces are overrun by G
erm

anic tribes.
420

 
B

ahram
 V

 (G
ur) becom

es king.
429

 
E

astern A
rm

enia (Parsarm
enia) is restored to Iran.

438
 

Y
adagird II persecutes C

hristians.

440
 

T
he H

ephthalites, or W
hite H

uns, capture T
ransoxiana and

m
uch of the eastern provinces of the Sassanids.

440
 

H
ephthalites defeat the K

ushans and terrorize their Iranian
neighbors.

457
 

Firuz becom
es king.

484
 

H
ephthalites kill Firuz, throw

 Iranian affairs into chaos.
488

 
Q

ubads' first rule.
499

 
Q

ubad's second rule.

500
 

D
uring the 6th century, the T

urkic T
ue-C

hue overthrow
 the

H
ephthalites and establish them

selves in C
entral A

sia; the
K

azakh-K
irghiz m

ove south from
 Siberia.

501
 

Q
ubad restores stability; M

azdak appears.
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M
azdakite m

ovem
ent ends; K

husrau I (531-579) w
elcom

es
A

thenian philosophers to his court, reform
s the state.

545
 

T
he Prophet M

uham
m

ad's father, A
bdullah, is born.

549
 

A
thenian philosophers return to G

reece.

550
 

M
erchant Sughdians populate the C

hu and T
alas river

valleys and serve as a solid link in the Silk R
oad betw

een
C

hina and the M
editerranean.

550
 

A
n alliance betw

een the W
estern T

urks and the Sassanids
brings H

ephthalite rule to an end.

552
 

B
um

in K
aghan establishes the first T

urkic em
pire in

M
ongolia and, in the process displaces the traditional

inhabitants of the region, the Sakas.
552

 
W

estern T
urks defeat the Juan Juan on the A

ltain plains.

552
 

T
he T

urkish leader, B
um

in, form
s an alliance w

ith the
C

hinese and overthrow
s the Juan Juan dynasty.

553
 

A
n alliance of W

estern T
urks and the Sassanian K

husrau I
ends the E

m
pire of the H

ephthalites. T
he O

xus river
divides the realm

 of the W
estern T

urks from
 the land of the

Iranians.

553
 

B
um

in, having created an alliance am
ong the T

urks of the
A

ltai M
ountains passes aw

ay. B
um

in's E
m

pire is divided
betw

een his son, M
u-han (553-572), and his brother

Ishtem
i (553-573). T

he form
er bacom

es the K
haqan of the

E
astern T

urks w
hile the latter bacom

es the K
haqan of the

W
estern T

urks; Ishtem
i's em

pire reaches the Ili and C
hu

R
ivers.

570
 

Prophet M
uham

m
ad is born in M

ecca, a center of the Spice
R

oute that connected the W
est to the E

ast.

574
 

Persians capture Y
em

en by expelling the A
byssinians w

ho
had held sw

ay there for 52 years.
579

 
R

ule of H
orm

uzd IV
 (579-590).

590
 

W
ithin the next 3 decades, K

husrau II (d. A
D

 628)
captures H

ira and Jerusalem
; takes the T

rue C
ross to

C
tesiphon; lays siege to C

onstantinople.
590

 
B

ahram
 C

hubin (590-591) usurps the throne.
591

 
K

husrau II (591-628) returns and expands the E
m

pire.
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594
 

Prophet M
uham

m
ad becom

es the overseer of K
hadija's

business.

595
 

M
uham

m
ad (25) m

arries the w
idow

 K
hadija (41). O

f their
2 sons and four daughters, Fatim

ah becom
es of lasting

im
portance due to her m

arriage to A
li, the Prophet's cousin

and first in the line of Shi'ite im
am

s.
600

 
K

husrau II flees to B
yzantium

.

601
 

B
ahram

 C
hubin rules Iran as a usurper; B

yzantine E
m

peror
M

aurice restores the young prince to the throne of Iran. In
return, Iran gives up Iberia and m

uch of A
rm

enia.

603
 

T
he T

urkic em
pire established by B

um
in is divided into an

eastern and a w
estern kingdom

. C
entered on T

okm
ak in

present-day K
yrgyzstan, the W

estern T
urks gradually

dom
inate C

entral A
sia.

605
 

Prophet M
uham

m
ad determ

ines the placem
ent of the B

lack
Stone in M

ecca.

607
 

K
husrau II captures H

ira and Jerusalem
, takes the T

rue
C

ross to C
tesiphon, and lays siege to C

onstantinople.

610
 

M
uham

m
ad receives dispensation through G

abriel.
K

hadija and A
li (10 at the tim

e), A
bu B

akir and Z
ayd are

the first converts. T
he econom

ic situation in M
ecca, tied to

Pagan beliefs, is not conducive to grow
th for the fledgling

religion. Follow
ers of the Prophet are persecuted.

613
 

A
t M

t. Sara, the Prophet invites the public to join Islam
.

615
 

M
uslim

s are persecuted by the Q
uraish; som

e leave for
A

byssinia.
616

 
Sassanians occupy E

gypt.

619
 

M
uham

m
ad is taken from

 M
ecca to Jerusalem

 and to the
7th heaven, w

here he receives prescription for the rituals,
especially for prayers.

620
 

T
he Prophet ascends to the heavens on the back of the

B
uraq. T

his is usually referred to as the m
i'raj.

622
 

T
he untenable situation in M

ecca forces the Prophet to
m

ove to M
edina w

here he is w
elcom

ed by the Jew
s of the

city; beginning of the H
ijri or Islam

ic calendar; H
eraclius

defeats theSassanids.
623

 
A

ided by K
hazar m

ercenaries, B
yzantines attack Persia.
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E
m

peror H
eraclius defeats K

husrau II near C
tesiphon.

629
 

Prophet M
uham

m
ad perform

s the pilgrim
age at M

ecca.

630
 

T
he rebellion of the K

arluk T
urks brings about the division

of the w
estern T

urks into the D
ulu and the N

ushibi
confederations.

630
 

T
he C

hinese traveler H
suan-tsang visits K

abul, B
alkh,

B
am

iyan, K
unduz, and G

andhara docum
enting B

uddhist
life in m

edival tim
es.

630
 

B
etw

een 630 and 640, the cities of K
ucha, K

hotan,
K

ashghar, Y
arkand, and T

urfan, i.e., present-day X
injiang,

fall to the C
hinese.

630
 

B
etw

een 630 and 682 E
astern T

urks fall to the C
hinese.

632
 

Prophet M
uham

m
ad's m

essage arrives at the Sassanid
court; Prophet M

uham
m

ad passes aw
ay.

637
 

Y
azdagird III (633-651) accedes the Sassanian throne;

Iranians are defeated at al-Q
adisiyya; R

om
e is reduced to

B
yzantium

.

637
 

B
etw

een 637 and 691 a U
nited T

urkish K
hanate is

established by E
lterish.

640
 

T
he Sassanid E

m
pire falls to the M

uslim
 arm

ies.
Z

oroastrianism
, eclipsed by Islam

, never recovers. L
arge

num
bers of Z

oroastrian faithfuls leave Iran for India w
here

they are know
n as Parsees.

642
 

Iranians are defeated at N
ihavand and later at R

ayy.
643

 
A

zerbaijan and T
abaristan fall to the M

uslim
s.

644
 

Fars, K
irm

an, Sistan, and M
akran fall to the M

uslim
s.

646
 

A
rab conquest of K

hurasan begins.
649

 
A

ll of Sassanian Iran is controlled by M
uslim

 A
rabs.

650
 

A
 com

m
ission is form

ed by the C
aliph U

thm
an to finalize

the preparation of the text of the Q
ur'an started under

C
aliph U

m
ar; A

rab frontiers in the east extend into
K

hurasan.

651
 

Y
azdagird III is assassinated at M

erv; Sassanian em
pire

ends.

655
 

T
ang dynasty of C

hina captures the territories belonging to
the W

estern T
urks in eastern T

urkistan.
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656
 

A
li, the Prophet's cousin, becom

es the 4th rightly-guided
C

aliph. A
 year later, he m

oves the seat of the C
aliphate

from
 M

edina to K
ufa in present-day Iraq.

657
 

Im
am

 A
li m

oves the seat of the C
aliphate from

 M
edina to

K
ufa.

659
 

T
he W

est T
urkic K

hanate, a loose T
urkic confederation, is

overrun by the C
hinese.

659
 

W
estern T

urks fall to the C
hinese.

660
 

T
he C

aliphate is split. A
li controls Iraq and Persia (i.e., the

dom
ain of the form

er Sassanian dynasty. M
u'aw

iyya
controls Syria and E

gypt.

661
 

A
li is m

urdered. H
is son, H

assan abdicates. T
he seat of the

C
aliphate is m

oved to D
am

ascus, Syria. K
harijite Ibn-I

M
uljim

's assassination of A
li results in the Sunni-Shi'I

split.

670
 

T
o decrease tension in Iraq, 50,000 bedouin fam

ilies are
relocated in K

hurasan.

674
 

M
uslim

s cross the O
xus river and B

ukhara becom
es a

M
uslim

 vassal state.
677

 
Sam

arqand is occupied by the M
uslim

s.
683

 
M

ongolia is recaptured by the T
urks.

686
 

M
ukhtar declares him

self C
aliph at K

ufa.

687
 

M
ukhtar is killed in a battle betw

een him
 and A

bdullah
Z

ubair.

692
 

E
lterish's brother, Q

apaqan (692-716) forces the eastern
and w

estern khanates to recognize him
 as the K

haqan.
695

 
M

uslim
s advance in T

ransoxiana as far as K
ish.

696
 

A
rabic becom

es the official language of the Islam
ic

E
m

pire, displacing Persian that in the eastern regions had
been serving as language of adm

inistration. Sim
ilarly,

dinar and dirham
 replace the old Sassanid coinage.

699
 

U
ch-E

lig K
aghan form

s the T
urgesh K

aghanate centered
on the river Siyab in present-day K

yrgyzstan.

700
 

M
anichaeism

, w
hich synthesizes Z

oroastrianism
,

C
hristianity and G

nosticism
 vies w

ith B
uddhism

 for the
control of w

hat is present-day K
yrgyzstan.
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T
he w

ord T
atar is encountered for the first tim

e in the
K

ultigin tablets erected close to the river O
rkhon.

709
 

B
ukhara and Sam

arqand fall to the A
rab forces.

711
 

K
hiva falls to the A

rab forces.
711

 
Islam

ic rule is expanded as far as the Indus V
alley.

712
 

K
hw

arazm
 falls to the A

rab forces.

712
 

M
uslim

 arm
ies capture the Ferghana V

alley and Shash
(present-day T

ashkent).
713

 
A

rab arm
ies sack K

ashghar.

715
 

Q
utaiba ibn M

uslim
, the G

overnor of K
hurasan, is

assassinated by his ow
n forces.

716
 

T
he T

urgesh K
aghanate uses the earliest R

unic alphabet
used by the T

urkic inhabitants of C
entral A

sia.
716

 
M

uslim
s invade C

onstantiople.

716
 

A
reas of present-day T

urkm
enistan are captured by the

U
m

ayyids.

716
 

Q
apaqan K

han is poisoned. B
ilge (716-734), is established

as ruler.
725

 
M

uslim
s occupy N

im
es, France.

728
 

A
rab pow

er is consolidated in T
ransoxiana; establishm

ent
of the Islam

ic faith am
ong the populace, how

ever, rem
ains

a m
ajor task to be accom

plished.

728
 

E
conom

ic discrim
ination by A

rabs against the new
 Persian

and T
urkish converts sets the scene for a revolution in

K
hurasan.

733
 

M
uslim

s are defeated at A
vignon, France.

734
 

B
ilge K

han is poisoned by one of his ow
n officials.

735
 

A
rab arm

ies cross the Syr D
ariya and threaten the T

urkic
states to their north and east.

738
 

Sughdiana falls to the A
rab arm

ies.

738
 

A
rab arm

ies quell the Perso-T
urkish revolution started 10

years earlier on the question of unfair taxation.

738
 

T
he A

rab ruler of K
hurasan and the m

ain support of the
Sam

anid H
ouse in B

alkh, A
sad inb A

bdallah, passes aw
ay.

740
 

T
he Shi'a revolt under Z

aid ibn A
li.
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743
 

A
bu M

uslim
 organizes a m

ulti-faceted revolt against the
U

m
m

ayids. For this, he draw
s on alm

ost all facets of life
that deem

ed discrim
inatory to the K

hurasanians.

744
 

T
he T

urgesh K
aghanate is overrun by A

rabs and B
lue

T
urks.

745
 

K
ufa and M

osul are occupied by the K
hw

arijites.
745

 
M

ongolia is controlled by the U
ighurs.

745
 

T
he U

ighurs break aw
ay from

 the T
urkish alliance and set

up their ow
n em

pire.

747
 

T
he U

m
ayyad governor of K

hurasan is overthrow
n. T

his,
how

ever, w
as not a shi'ite revolt as Iranians w

ho had
participated in it had thought, but a revam

ping of the Sunni
rule.

749
Sept.

K
ufa falls to the A

bbasid arm
ies; T

he U
m

ayyi dynasty is
on the defensive.

750
 

T
he A

bbasids overthrow
 the U

m
ayyids in the B

attle at the
Z

ob R
iver.

751
 

T
he defeat of a C

hinese arm
y by M

uslim
 w

arriors results
in the capture of C

hinese artisans fam
iliar w

ith the
technique of paper m

aking.

751
 

T
he A

rabs arm
ies are defeated by the C

hinese at the B
attle

of the T
alas R

iver; T
ransoxiana is divided so that the

Sem
irechye region and the eastern parts of the Syr D

arya
are ruled by the Q

arluqs T
urks and the w

estern region is
ruled by the O

ghuz or G
huzz tribes. A

fter the B
attle of

T
alas, M

uslim
 invaders decide to replace expansionism

w
ith consolidation of their E

m
pire. In this they draw

 on the
resources of the conquered Iranians, especially on the
contributions of G

reek scholars to ancient Iranian
m

edicine, m
athem

atics, philosophy, and law
. B

y
establishing translation centers, they transfer G

reek
know

ledge to the M
uslim

 centers of the east.

751
Jul.

T
he A

rab arm
ies defeat the C

hinese on the T
alas R

iver and
capture the Ferghana V

alley. T
he Islam

ic faith enteres the
region and rem

ains in full strength.

754
 

A
bu M

uslim
, the cause of the fall of the U

m
ayyid dynasty,

is m
urdered.
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Ism
a'il, son of Ja'far al-Sadiq, passes aw

ay; Iranian dualist
religions penetrate Islam

, resulting in the rise of the
Ism

a'ilis or Seveners.

765
 

Jaífar al-Sadiq, scholar and sixth Shiíite Im
am

, passes
aw

ay.

766
 

K
arluk T

urks establish them
selves in the region of present-

day eastern K
azakhstan.

767
 

Jurisconsult Im
am

 H
anifa, the founders of the m

ost
tolerant of the four schools, the H

anafi school of
jurisprudence follow

ed in C
entral A

sia, passes aw
ay in

prison in B
aghdad.

776
 

A
l-M

uqanna' (the V
eiled O

ne) conquers K
hurasan.

780
 

E
nd of the revolt of al-M

uqanna'.

780
 

C
onversion of the U

ighurs to M
anichaeism

 begins under
K

ahn M
ei-yu (759-780)

780
 

T
he B

ukharan w
ars w

ith the arm
ies of al-M

uqanna' w
hich

had started in 775, end in the defeat of the "W
hite G

arm
ent

W
arriors."

786
 

H
arun al-R

ashid (22), the m
ost w

ell-know
n of all A

rab
C

aliphs, ascends the throne in B
aghdad. A

 protégé of the
B

arm
akid Y

ahya, H
arun is w

ell-versed in the Persian
language and in Persian culture. D

uring his rule, Y
ahya

rises to the peak of adm
inistrative pow

er.
792

 
M

uslim
s invade the southern regions of France.

800
 

A
rab and Islam

ic influence perm
eate the region know

n
today as eastern K

azakhistan.

800
 

D
uring the 9th century, m

any O
ghuz tribes m

igrate to
C

entral A
sia and gradually consolidate their political and

m
ilitary m

ight.

803
 

T
he B

aram
akids fall from

 grace am
id C

aliphal distrust.
Ja'far B

arm
aki is executed.

808
 

A
l-M

a'm
un, born of an Iranian m

other, is appointed
governor of K

hurasan.

809
 

H
arun al-R

ashid passes aw
ay. C

ivil w
ar betw

een al-A
m

in
and al-M

a'm
un, his sons, begins.
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813
 

A
l-M

a'm
un kills his brother al-A

m
in and becom

es caliph;
flow

ering of scholarship and translation of G
reek w

orks
into A

rabic.

815
 

T
ahir Z

ulyam
inain's father, H

ussein ibn M
us'ab, passes

aw
ay.

817
 

M
a'm

un nom
inates Im

am
 A

li al-R
iza as heir apparent to

the C
aliphate.

818
 

C
aliph al-M

a'm
un divides the rulership of T

ransoxania into
four and assigns it to the four sons of A

sad ibn
Sam

ankhudat as follow
s: Ilyas is given H

erat; Y
ahya is

assigned to U
shrusana and C

hach; A
hm

ad is appointed to
Ferghana; and N

uh is given the governorship of
Sam

arqand.
819

 
M

a'm
un com

es to B
aghdad.

820
 

C
aliph al-M

a'm
un appoints T

ahir ibn H
ussein to the

overlordship of K
hurasan and T

ransoxania. T
ohir arrives

in K
hurasan the follow

ing year.

821
 

T
aherids, aw

arded the eastern lands, pay nom
inal

allegiance to B
aghdad. T

he T
ahirid E

m
irate includes

T
ransoxiana.

821
A

pr.
T

he arrival of the T
ughuzghuz T

urks in U
shrusana.

822
O

ct.
T

ahir ibn H
ussein passes aw

ay. C
aliph al-M

a'm
un appoints

T
alha ibn T

ahir in his place.

827
 

M
a'm

un adopts the doctrine of the M
u'tazalites as state

religion and proclaim
s that the Q

ur'an is created.

828
14 Jun.

T
alha ibn T

ohir passes aw
ay. H

is son, A
li, w

ho succeeds
him

 is killed in the sam
e year.

829
 

B
yzantine territories in the east are restored.

830
 

T
he H

ouse of W
isdom

 is established by al-M
a'm

un in
B

aghdad.

833
10 A

ug.
C

aliph al-M
a'm

un passes aw
ay and is succeeded by C

aliph
al-M

u'tasim
.

835
 

C
aliph al-M

u'tasim
 orders Im

am
 H

anbal to be lashed.

840
 

T
he K

irghiz defeat the U
ighurs in M

ongolia and force
them

 to m
ove to T

urfan w
here they reestablish them

selves.
T

he K
irghiz com

e closer to the A
ltai, their eventual

hom
eland.
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M
ongolia is controlled by the K

irghiz.
840

 
T

he U
ighurs are defeated by the K

yrgyz.
844

D
ec.

A
bdullah ibn T

ahir passes aw
ay.

849
M

ay
Ism

a'il Sam
ani is born in Ferghana.

850
 

A
l-K

hw
arazm

i passes aw
ay.

850
 

Pushed out of M
ongolia by the K

irghiz, the U
ighurs m

ove
to the T

arim
 B

asin.
858

14 M
ay

Y
a'qub L

ais rises against the governm
ent of Sistan.

867
 

T
he Shi'ite Saffarid dynasty is established by Y

a'qub L
ais

of Sistan.

867
A

ug.
Y

a'qub L
ais defeats the Sam

anid ruler of Pushang and
H

erat and annexes those regions to his dom
ain centered on

Sistan.
869

 
Shiraz falls to Y

a'qub L
ais

870
 

H
adith collector Im

am
 al-B

ukhari passes aw
ay.

870
 

Y
a'qub ibn L

ais captures cabul and converts the populace
to Islam

.
871

 
K

abul falls to Y
a'qub L

ais.

873
 

T
he 12th Shi'ite im

am
 goes into L

esser O
ccultation (873-

940).

873
Jul.

T
he T

ahirids are defeated by Y
a'qub L

ais w
ho enters

N
ishapur.

874
Jun.

T
he C

aliph appoints N
asr ibn A

hm
ad the governor of

T
ransoxania. In B

ukhara, the K
hutba is read in the nam

e of
N

asr ibn A
hm

ad Sam
ani. A

t age 25, Ism
a'il Sam

ani enters
B

ukhara and takes over its rulership.
879

M
ay

Y
a'qub L

ais passes aw
ay.

880
 

In the sum
m

er of 880, A
l-M

uvaffaq becom
es C

aliph in
B

aghdad.

883
 

N
asr ibn A

hm
ad Sam

ani replaces A
m

r L
ais, Y

a'qub L
ais's

brother, as the ruler of K
erm

an and Fars.

885
 

C
onsolidation of Sam

anid forces under N
asr ibn A

hm
ad

against Ism
a'il Sam

ani.

888
25 O

ct.
V

ictory of Ism
a'il Sam

ani over N
asr near the village of

V
azbadin.

24

892
 

Ism
a'il Sam

ani (r. 892-907) sets him
self the task of

reviving the T
ajiks' ancient Iranian culture. T

his m
eans a

revival of the exact sciences and fine arts as w
ell as an

overhaul of adm
inistrative practices. In this context,

R
udaki revives Persian literature and Firdow

si prom
otes

the Persian language and Iranian nationalism
. Sim

ilar
contributions are m

ade by the Shu'ubis, w
ho use the A

rabic
language to defend Iranian culture against A

rab
dom

ination. Sam
anid scholars contribute to our

understanding of m
athem

atics, physics, chem
istry,

astronom
y, and m

edicine w
hile Sam

anid artists enlighten
us on the finer points of calligraphy, painting, and m

usic.

892
21 A

ug.
N

asr ibn A
hm

ad Sam
ani passes aw

ay. Ism
a'il Sam

ani
ascends the throne.

893
 

T
he Sam

anids defeat the K
arluk T

urks w
hose em

pire
begins its decline.

893
M

ar.
C

aliph al-M
u'tam

ad appoints Ism
a'il Sam

ani the ruler of
T

ransoxania.
898

N
ov.

Ism
a'il Sam

ani defeats A
m

r L
ais's arm

y.

900
 

A
m

r L
ais passes aw

ay. T
he Sam

anids capture Jurjan and
T

abaristan.

907
N

ov.
Ism

a'il Sam
ani passes aw

ay at the age of 58. H
e is

succeeded by his son A
hm

ad.
913

24 M
ay

Sistan falls to the Sam
anids.

914
Jan.

A
hm

ad ibn Ism
a'il is m

udered in the hunting grounds by
his slaves. H

is son, N
asr, succeeds him

.

922
 

C
elebrated Sufi al-H

allaj (b. ca. 858), is executed by
orthodox religious authorities. A

l-H
allaj undergoes

m
om

ents of extrem
e ecstasy during one of w

hich he utters
ana al-H

aqq (I am
 the T

ruth).

923
 

A
bu Ja'far M

uham
m

ad ibn Jarir al-T
abari, M

uslim
historian and com

m
entator also fam

ous for his A
nnals of

A
postles and K

ings, passes aw
ay.

924
 

T
he K

irghiz are defeated by the M
ongol K

hitans
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O
utstanding M

uslim
 physician al-R

azi (b. ca. 841) passes
aw

ay. A
n encyclopedic scholar interested in philosophy,

alchem
y, m

athem
atics, and m

edicine, al-R
azi recognizes

sm
allpox and m

easles as tw
o distinct diseases that plague

children.

932
 

K
arakhanid T

urks entering the area from
 the east form

their ow
n state and accept Islam

.

932
 

B
uyid ruler, M

uíizz al-D
aw

lah, assum
es control of

northern Iran.

932
 

T
he T

urkic Q
arakhanid dynasty, centered on the city of

K
ashghar, is established.

934
 

U
nder A

bdukerim
 Saltuk B

ughra K
han, the ruler of

K
ashghar, the U

ighurs are converted to Islam
.

940
 

T
he Fourth representative of the H

idden Im
am

 refuses to
nam

e a successor; G
reat O

ccultation begins and w
ill last

until the com
ing of the M

ahdi.

941
 

A
bu 'A

bd A
llah Ja'far R

udaki (b. 858), C
entral A

sia's
celebrated bard, passes aw

ay. B
orn in the district of R

udak
near the city of Sam

arqand, he m
em

orizes the entire text of
the Q

ur'an by the tim
e that he is eight years old. A

 special
w

ard of N
asr ibn A

hm
ad (r. 913-942), he becom

es both
rich and fam

ous. R
udaki is know

n m
ostly for his "Ju-yi-

M
uliyan" (T

he M
uliyan B

rook) ode and his sim
ple style

w
hich reflects the charm

 of the pre-Islam
ic literature of

Iran.
943

A
pr.

A
scesion of N

uh-i Sam
ani to the throne of B

ukhara.

945
 

T
he B

uyids occupy B
aghdad and m

ake the C
aliph a

figurehead.

949
Jan.

A
 peace treary is signed betw

een N
uh-i Sam

ani and the
D

ylam
ite A

bu A
li in H

issar, in present-day T
ajikistan.

950
 

T
he K

arakhanid dynasty becom
es the first T

urkic state in
C

entral A
sia to convert to Islam

. T
he K

arakhanid state w
as

centered on the tow
n of B

alasaghun in present-day
republic of K

yrgyzstan.

952
 

N
uh-i Sam

ani appoints A
bu A

li to the rulership of
K

hurasan.

26

954
A

ug.
N

uh-i Sam
ani passes aw

ay. H
e is succeeded by A

bdul
M

alik Sam
ani, his son.

955
 

Satuq B
ughra K

han, under w
hom

 the Q
arakhanids and the

U
ighurs passed from

 B
uddhism

 to Islam
, passes aw

ay.
955

Jun.
Isfahan is separated from

 the realm
 of the Sam

anids.
960

 
A

bu A
li B

al'am
i is appointed Prim

e M
inister.

961
 

M
ansur ibn N

uh (r. 961-976) oversees the inevitable
decline of the m

ight of the Sam
anids. T

he T
urks, w

ho
grow

 in prom
inence in the ranks of the Sam

anids,
overthrow

 the latter and establish their ow
n dynasty (999).

T
he decline of Sam

anid pow
er also bespeaks the decline of

T
ajik political pow

er. T
ajiks becom

e a constituent people,
populating the em

pires of the T
urks and the M

ongols.
961

F
eb.

A
lptekin is appointed C

om
m

ander-in-C
hief of K

hurasan.

961
20 N

ov.
A

bdul M
alik Sam

ani is killed. H
is brother M

ansur
succeeds him

 to the throne.

962
 

B
uyids institute the ritual of public m

ourning for al-
H

ussein and his follow
ers to be held on the 10th of

M
uharram

.

962
 

T
he G

haznavid dynasty, the m
em

bers of w
hich had been

slave com
m

anders of the Sam
anids of B

ukhara, is
established in A

fghanistan.

962
 

A
lptekin rebels against Sam

anid rule and establishes
him

self at G
hazna, the center of the G

haznavid dynasty in
A

fghanistan.

963
 

In B
aghdad, the victorious B

uyids initiate the ritual cursing
of the first three caliphs w

ho had succeeded the Prophet.
T

his is follow
ed by public m

ourning and other Shi'ite
rituals related to the K

arbala event.
971

 
M

ahm
ud of G

hazna is born.

971
 

D
uring Sviatoslav's reign, the 4th prince, the new

 R
ussian

state is invaded by the Pechenegs. T
he Polovtsians, another

tribe, m
anage to cut R

ussia off from
 the B

lack Sea.

974
M

ar.
A

bu A
li B

al'am
i, capable Sam

anid Prim
e M

inister, passes
aw

ay.
975

 
A

lptekin passes aw
ay.

976
13 Jun.

M
ansur Sam

ani is succeeded by N
uh II Sam

ani.
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Sebuktekin becom
es the A

m
ir of G

hazna.
982

M
ar.

T
he Sam

anid arm
y is defeated in a battle in Jurjan.

985
 

Seljuq T
urks m

igrate to the areas around B
ukhara.

985
 

T
he Seljuqs, a T

urkish ruling tribe of the O
ghuz, m

ove to
the river valleys around B

ukhara.

988
 

V
ladim

ir I of K
iev adopts B

yzantine C
hristianity. K

iev
becom

es one of the largest and finest cities in E
urope.

990
 

T
he K

arakhanid expand their dom
ain along the Syr D

ariya
and establish an adm

inistrative center in the Ferghana
V

alley at U
zgen.

990
 

T
he Shi'ite B

uyids seize the control of the C
aliphate in

B
aghdad.

990
 

O
utbreak of plague in Jurjan.

992
M

ay

B
etw

een M
ay and June of 992, the Sam

anids are defeated
at the hand of the T

urkish com
m

ander B
ughra K

han.
Sam

arqand and B
ukhara are captured by the T

urks. A
m

ir
N

uh II flees the capital of B
ukhara.

992
A

ug.
N

uh II returns to B
ukhara and resum

es his rulership of the
realm

. Sam
anids w

ho had supported B
ughra K

han are
punished.

994
 

N
uh II fights A

bu A
li Sim

jur near H
erat and defeats him

.

995
 

M
anas, the national hero of the K

yrgyz, unites the K
yrgyz

people and establishes an exem
plary elected governm

ent.
997

23 Jul.
N

uh II passes aw
ay. M

ansur II ascends the throne.
997

A
ug.

Sabuktekin passes aw
ay.

998
 

M
ahm

ud of G
hazna becom

es sultan.

999
 

T
he K

arakhanids seize the Ferghana V
alley and later

defeat the Sam
anids and capture B

ukhara.

999
3 F

eb.
B

oiq and B
ektazun blind M

ansur II and support his brother
A

bdul M
alik II.

999
23 O

ct.
T

he T
urkish com

m
ander Ilak K

han enters B
ukhara, arrests

A
bdul M

alik II, and im
prisons him

.

1000
 

B
etw

een 1000 and 1100 the T
urkm

en tribes m
igrate from

the east to the regions of the C
aspian Sea.

1005
D

ec.
M

untasir Sam
ani, after m

any m
ilitary attem

pts at restoring
rulership to the Sam

anid house, is killed.
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1020
 

Firdow
si (b. 935), author of the Shahnam

e (B
ook of

K
ings), passes aw

ay. Firdow
si, born to a fam

ily of landed
gentry in the tow

n of T
us, grow

s up in a rural culture
suffused w

ith the w
ords and deeds of heroes long gone. A

t
the age of forty, he sets him

self the task of collecting,
organizing, and versifying the m

ost cherished stories and
m

yths about his hom
eland. H

is epic, 60,000 couplets in
length, constitutes the foundation of Iranian national
identity.

1030
 

M
ahm

ud of G
hazna passes aw

ay.

1037
 

Physician and philosopher Ibn-I Sina (b. 980) passes aw
ay.

U
sually cited alongside H

ippocrates and G
alenus, Ibn-I

Sina is know
n in the E

ast as "Shaykh al-R
a'is" and "H

ujat
al-H

aqq" and in the W
est as the "Prince of the Physicians."

H
e has left betw

een 276 and 456 m
anuscripts and has

contributed to m
any branches of the sciences and the arts

including m
edicine, phenom

enology, philosophy, alchem
y,

m
ineralogy, m

athem
atics, literature, astronom

y, and m
usic.

O
f these contributions, betw

een 44 to 59 books and articles
are devoted to m

edicine. T
he contents of nine of these

books, w
ritten in A

rabic and Perso-T
ajik languages, are in

poetry; the rest are in prose.

1040
 

A
t the B

attle of D
andanqan, near M

erv, the Seljuq arm
ies

defeat the G
haznavids.

1047
 

A
bu R

ayhan al-B
iruni (b. 973), scientist, philosopher, and

scholar, passes aw
ay. B

orn in the village of B
irun, near

B
ukhara, B

iruni studies m
athem

atics and the theory of
num

bers and leaves a copious am
ount of publications,

including al-T
afhim

. T
his m

ost im
portant w

ork, authored
in both A

rabic and Persian, deals w
ith astronom

y,
m

athem
atics, geom

etry, and geography. H
is m

ost
rem

arkable w
ork, how

ever, is his calculation of the
circum

ference of the earth; his calculations are som
e

tw
elve m

iles short of the present-day calculations.
1055

 
Seljuq T

urks seize B
aghdad and control the caliphate.
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T
he B

uyids are defeated at the hand of the Selquq T
ughrul

B
ek w

ho captures B
aghdad. T

he Seljuq sultanate becom
es

the protector of the C
aliphate.

1060
 

T
he O

ghuz T
urks, know

n to the B
yzantines as the C

um
ans,

m
ove into the K

ipchak steppe.

1069
 

T
he court scholar Y

usuf of B
alasaghun w

rites K
atagdu

B
ilig a book of advice to kings, sim

ilar to N
izam

 al-M
ulk's

Siyasatnam
eh or B

ook of G
overnm

ent.

1070
 

T
he Saljuqs of R

um
 defeat the B

yzantines at M
anzikert;

gain eastern and central A
natolia.

1072
 

M
ahm

ud K
ashghari w

rites D
ivan-I L

ughat-I T
urk, the first

such T
urkish dictionary ever w

ritten for a T
urkish

language.

1090
 

H
assan Sabbah seizes A

lam
ut; N

izari branch of the Ism
a'ili

da'w
a begins.

1092
 

G
reat Prim

e M
inister of the Seljuq dynasty and author of

Siyasatnam
a (B

ook of G
overnm

ent), N
izam

 al-M
ulk,

passes aw
ay.

1992
 

M
alik shah of the Seljuq dynasty of Persia passes aw

ay.
1095

 
T

he First C
rusade.

1100
 

T
he city of O

sh in present-day K
yrgyzstan becom

es the
center of Islam

ic learning.
1111

 
Philosopher and m

ystic al-G
hazzali passes aw

ay.

1120
 

T
he U

zgen m
inaret is built in present-day K

yrgyzstan by
the K

arakhanids.

1122
 

O
m

ar K
hayyam

 (born 1021), Persian philosopher,
m

athem
atician, and poet, passes aw

ay. K
now

n through the
translation of his Q

uatrains by E
dw

ard Fitzgerald, O
m

ar
K

hayyam
 casts a realistic glance at life and finds it at once

bitter and sw
eet. B

itter because of the depth of the vacuum
in w

hich it is presented; sw
eet because nothing reaches its

delight em
bodied in plants, anim

als, and m
an. K

hayyam
's

Jalali C
alendar, com

pleted at the behest of Seljuq M
alik

Shah, in 1079, bespeaks the depth of his know
ledge in

m
athem

atics and astronom
y.

1124
 

T
he leader of the A

ssassins of Iran, H
assan ibn al-Sabbah,

passes aw
ay.
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1128
 

T
he K

arakhitais capture the city of K
ashghar.

1137
 

A
t K

hujand, the Q
arakhitai defeat the Q

arakhanids, a
vassal of the Seljuqs.

1141
 

T
he K

arakhitais expel the K
arakhanid governors of

B
ukhara, Sam

arqand, and B
alasaghun.

1147
 

T
he tow

n of M
oscow

 becom
es a prom

inent center.
1148

 
T

he G
hurid dynasty of A

fghanistan is established.

1151
 

G
hanna falls to the G

hurids w
ho proceed to conquer the

rest of the country.

1162
 

T
em

uchin, the later C
hingiz K

han, is born on the O
non

R
iver. H

e unifies the tribes around L
ake B

aikal into a
form

idable force, punishes the T
atars w

ho had killed his
father, adapts a w

ritten language for the M
ongols from

 the
defeated U

ighurs, and is tolerant tow
ards religions of the

conquered people.

1162
 

(T
im

e approxim
ate) T

em
uchin, later know

n as C
hingiz

K
han, is born near B

urhan K
aldun on the shores of L

ake
B

aikal.

1169
 

T
he capital of the collection of rival principalities,

including V
ladim

ir-Suzdal and N
ovgorod, is transferred

from
 K

iev to V
ladim

ir.

1175
 

T
em

uchin becom
es betrothed to B

orte. Y
esugei B

ahador,
T

em
uchin's father, is m

urdered by the T
atars.

1179
 

B
o'urcu assists T

em
uchin and later on becom

es one of his
G

reat W
arriors.

1182
 

T
em

uchin m
arries B

orte. T
he K

eriat chief, T
ughrul K

han
offers T

em
uchin protection.

1183
 

B
orte is abducted by the M

erkits. W
hile in M

erkit
captivity, B

orte becom
es pregnant w

ith Jochi. H
elped by

T
ughrul K

han and his blood brother (anda) Jam
uqa,

T
em

uchin rescues B
orte.

1185
 

T
em

uchin's clan, the B
orjigin, elect T

em
uchin their khan.

1196
 

T
he T

atars are defeated by T
em

uchin.

1197
 

T
ughrul K

han receives the title of W
ang-K

han from
 the

C
hinese.

1201
 

T
here is a fall out betw

een T
em

uchin and Jam
uqa.

1202
 

T
here is a fallout betw

een T
em

uchin and W
ang-K

han.
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Persian poet N
izam

i passes aw
ay.

1203
 

W
ang-K

han of the K
eriat tribe is killed by T

em
uchin.

1204
 

T
he N

aim
an tribe is defeated by T

em
uchin.

1205
 

T
em

uchin captures and executes Jam
uqa.

1206
 

T
he M

ongol tribes that have subm
itted to T

em
uchin's rule

aw
ard their overlord the title of "G

enghiz K
han" or

U
niversal R

uler.

1206
 

H
aving reduced all the tribes north of the C

hin, T
em

uchin
is elected khan of the M

ongols. H
e assum

es a new
 title:

C
hingiz K

han.

1207
 

T
he K

irghiz join the M
ongol confederation. C

hingiz K
han

attacks northern C
hina (C

hin).

1209
 

O
n their m

arch w
est, the M

ongols defeat the K
irghiz and

force them
 to leave their hom

e on the shores of the Y
enise

R
iver and flee south to the T

ien Shan. C
ontinuing the

m
arch w

est, the M
ongols bring the U

ighurs under
subm

ission to their rule.
1209

 
T

he U
ighurs join the M

ongol confederation.

1210
 

G
enghiz K

han defeats the T
anguts on the Y

ellow
 R

iver in
present-day northern C

hina.

1210
 

Jalal al-D
in, M

aster of A
lam

ut and C
hief of the A

ssassins,
becom

es a Sunni believer.
1210

 
K

hw
arezm

shah defeats the Q
arakhitais.

1210
 

B
attle betw

een the G
hurids and the K

hw
arazm

shahis
results in the latter's defeat.

1214
 

T
he kingdom

 of the G
hurids is annexed to the em

pire of
the K

hw
arazm

shah.
1215

 
T

he capital city of K
arakorum

 on the O
rhon R

iver is built.
1215

 
A

s a test of their strenght, the M
ongols sack Peking.

1215
 

W
ith the fall of Peking, Y

ehlu C
h'uts'ai, sage, astrologer,

and C
hinese official is sent off w

ith a caravan of loot to the
oasis cam

p of D
olon-nor w

here G
enghis K

han is
exam

ining the new
 arrivals.

1218
 

25-year-old C
hin adm

inistrator Y
ehlu C

hu'ts'ai joins the
arm

y of C
hingiz K

ahn as the K
han's personal astrologer.

L
ater he becom

es the K
han's adviser and principle

m
inister.
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1218
 

Sem
irechye, the T

arim
 B

asin, and K
ashgar fall to the

M
ongols.

1219
 

A
 four-prong assault of C

entral A
sia is executed by

C
hingiz K

han, his four sons, and a num
ber of his able

com
m

aders including Subadai and Jebe N
oyan.

1219
 

T
he K

yrgyz w
ere defeated by the M

ongols.
1219

22 A
pr.

T
he invasion of Jand by the arm

ies of C
higiz K

han.

1220
 

A
t the tim

e of the M
ongol invasion the urban population of

C
entral A

sia is still prim
arily T

ajik. T
ajiks are the

population that is m
ost affected by the atrocities of C

hingiz
K

han, his sons, and grandsons. A
fter the invasion,

Sam
arqand, B

ukhara, K
hujand, and m

any other centers
lose their im

portance.

1220
 

Sultan A
la al-din M

uham
m

ad K
hw

arazm
shah paeese

aw
ay. H

is son, Jalal al-din M
anguberni continues the w

ar
w

ith the M
ongols.

1220
M

ay
T

he fall of Sam
arqand to the arm

ies of C
hingiz K

han; the
M

ongol contingent dispatched to capture the
K

hw
arazm

shah arrives in N
ishapur.

1220
 

D
uring the sum

m
er, T

irm
idh falls to the invading arm

y of
C

hingiz K
han.

1220
N

ov.
M

ongol arm
ies capture Sabzaw

ar and T
us.

1220
 

A
lexander N

evsky, son of Y
aroslav II, grand prince of

V
ladim

ir is born.

1221
 

Persian poet A
ttar (b. 1142) passes aw

ay. Son of a
prosperous pharm

acist, A
ttar has an excellent education,

especially in m
edicine, A

rabic, and theosophy. H
is m

ajor
poetic w

orks include A
srar N

am
eh (B

ook of Secrets),
about Sufi ideas; E

lahi N
am

eh (D
ivine B

ook), about
asceticism

; and m
ost im

portantly M
anteq al-T

ayr (T
he

C
onference of the B

irds) in w
hich he crosses the seven

valleys of love.

1221
F

eb.
T

he city of M
erv is captured by the M

ongols. T
he

population is put to the sw
ord. T

he city is razed.

1221
A

pr.
T

uli K
han captures N

ishapur, puts the population to the
sw

ord, razes the city and turns it into pastureland.
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D
uring the spring and sum

m
er, T

uli K
han captures H

erat
and puts 12,000 of its inhabitants to the sw

ord.

1221
 

D
uring the spring. C

hingiz K
han captures B

am
ian and puts

its population to the sw
ord in retaliation for the death of his

grandson.

1221
 

T
he K

hw
arazm

shah M
uham

m
ad dies on the A

bskun Island
in the C

aspian Sea. Subadai and Jebe N
uyan conquer their

w
ay through R

ussia.

1221
 

N
ear M

am
iyan, C

hinese T
aoist m

onk C
hangchun is

brought to C
hingiz K

han w
ho questions him

 about the
Fountain of Y

outh.

1221
 

T
he M

ongols dislocate the O
ghuz T

urks from
 around the

present-day Syr D
ariya and push them

 south to the K
ara

K
um

 and the shores of the C
aspian Sea.

1222
Jul.

H
erat falls to the M

ongols and is destroyed.
1222

 
Firuzkuh falls to the M

ongols.

1223
 

T
he first quiriltai--M

ongol fam
ily reunion--occurrs in the

V
alley of the C

hirchik R
iver.

1223
A

ug.
C

hingiz K
han battles Jalal al-D

in K
hw

arazm
shah. T

he
latter crosses the Sind R

iver to the safety of India.

1224
 

M
ongol com

m
ander Subadai, in pursuit of the

K
hw

arezm
ian shah, encounters the R

ussians on the river
K

alka, defeats them
.

1227
 

C
hingiz K

han passes aw
ay. From

 his deathbed he orders
O

godei, his successor, to destroy H
is H

sia, leaving no one
or thing standing.

1227
 

B
atu K

han, called Sain K
han or "good prince" by the

M
ongols, receives half of the arm

y of Jochi and assum
es

the rulership of Jochi's ulus.
1227

F
eb.

C
hingiz K

han's oldest son, Jochi, passes aw
ay.

1227
F

eb.

Jochi K
han, the oldest son and second child of C

hingiz
K

han passes aw
ay. Jochi K

han's legitim
acy w

as in
question because his m

other, B
orte, had been abducted by

the M
erkids and could have been m

arried to one of the
M

erkid chiefs.
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1227
Sept.

C
hingiz K

han passes aw
ay. H

is em
pire is divided am

ong
his heirs, including B

atu (the K
ipchak K

hanate, on the
R

ussian steppe) and C
hagatai (T

he C
hagataid K

hanate, in
T

ransoxiana, the T
arim

 B
asin, and Sem

irechye).T
uli

receives the heartland of the M
ongols.

1229
A

ug.
O

gadai accepts his father's w
ishes and establishes him

self
as the G

rand K
han at Q

am
qorum

.

1229
 

I is suggested to O
godai K

han that the population of the
conquered lands in northern C

hina should be eradicated,
the tow

ns should be razed, and the land should be used as
pasture. Y

ehlu C
h'uts'ai points out to O

godai that large
am

ounts of silver, grain, and silk w
ould not reach the

K
han's treasury each year if the populace w

as w
iped out.

O
godai agrees w

ith Y
ehlu C

h'uts'ai.
1230

 
T

he K
hw

arazm
shahi dynasty com

es to an end.
1233

 
O

godei captures northern C
hina.

1235
 

T
he Song D

ynasty of southern C
hina falls to the M

ongols.

1236
 

T
he second M

ongol w
estw

ard thrust begins by order of
O

gadai K
han. It is led by B

atu K
han accom

panied by
Prince G

uyuk, Prince M
onke, and C

om
m

nder Subadai.

1236
 

B
atu K

han's orda, along w
ith B

atu's brothers as w
ell as

princes M
onke, his brother prince B

ochek, Prince G
uyuk,

and Subedai set out to conquer the Q
ipchak plain, G

rand
B

ulgar, and R
us.

1236
 

A
lexander N

evsky is elected Prince of N
ovgorod.

1237
 

R
iyazan falls to the M

ongols.

1240
 

O
gadai K

han suddenly recalls the ordas of M
onke and

G
uyuk.

1240
 

W
ith the fall of K

iev, R
ussia falls under the M

ongol yoke.

1240
 

A
lexander N

evsky defeats the invading Sw
edes on the

N
eva.

1240
6 D

ec.
K

iev falls to the M
ongols.

1241
11 D

ec.
O

godei K
han dies in M

ongolia. H
is w

idow
, T

oregene,
becom

es regent.

1242
 

C
haghatai, the m

eticulous and strict executioner of C
hingiz

K
han's yasaq, passes aw

ay.
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T
he sudden death of O

godai K
han causes the M

ongols to
stop their w

estw
ard advance at the gates of V

ienna.

1242
 

U
pon O

gadei K
han's death, died, B

atu K
han becom

es the
m

ost senior m
em

ber of the C
higizid line. H

e refuses to
participate in the quiriltai and delays the election of the
new

 K
han for the next 3 years.

1242
 

C
haghatai K

han, C
hingiz K

han's second son and the ruler
of the C

haghatai K
hanate since 1227, passes aw

ay. H
ew

w
as know

n to the M
ongols as the executor of C

hingiz
K

han's Y
asaq or M

ongol law
.

1242
 

A
lexander N

evsky defeats the G
erm

an T
eutonic K

nights
thus preventing "C

hristianization" of R
ussia.

1243
Jun.

Y
ehlu C

h'uts'ai, sage, astrologer, and adviser to C
hingiz

K
han and O

gadai K
han passes aw

ay.

1246
 

C
hingiz K

han's favorite com
m

ander, Subadai B
ahador,

dies at the age of 70. G
uyuk, O

godei's son from
 T

oregene
becom

es G
rand K

han.
1246

 
B

atu K
han attends the quiriltai and supports G

uyuk K
han.

1246
 

Y
aroslav, w

ho had agreed to serve the M
ongols as their

agent am
ong the R

ussians passes aw
ay. H

e w
as returning

from
 Q

aragurum
. It is suggested that he w

as poisoned by
G

uyuk's prom
pting. A

ndrew
 and A

lexander, sons of
Y

arolsav's are sent to Q
aragurum

 for a decision to be m
ade

by the K
haghan. A

ndrew
 becom

es Prince of V
ladim

ir.
A

lexander becom
es Prince of K

iev. B
y disclosing his

brother's plot against the M
ongols to B

atu K
han,

A
lexander is m

ade G
rand Prince. A

s G
rand Prince,

A
lexander N

evsky helps the M
ongols collect taxes, build

cities, prom
ote trade, and becom

e the absentee rulers of
R

ussia.
1253

 
B

atu K
han passes aw

ay in Serai at the age of 48.

1256
 

H
ulagu K

han, C
hingiz K

han's grandson from
 the H

ouse of
T

uli K
han, defeats the A

ssassins, captures the stronghold
of A

lam
ut and establishes the Il-K

hanid M
ongols of Iran.
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1257
 

B
erke K

han, B
atu's younger brother becom

es ruler after
Sartuq and U

laqchi. B
erke's rule m

arks the beginning of a
trend tow

ard Islam
. B

erke's contribution to Islam
 consisted

of the building of B
erke Serai on the V

olga, facilitating
M

uslim
s' trade via U

trar, A
lm

aligh, B
ashbaligh, and H

am
i

to Peking.

1258
 

H
ulagu capture B

aghdad, kills the last A
bbasid caliph al-

M
usta'sim

 and brings the A
bbasid caliphate to an end.

H
ulagu K

han's treatm
ent of the C

aliph angers the recently-
Islam

ized K
han B

erke w
ho pulls his contingent out of

B
aghdad in protest.

1260
 

A
t 'A

yn Jalut, the M
am

lukes defeat the M
ongols and

destroy the m
yth of M

ongol invincibility.

1260
 

T
he K

ipchak K
hanate, ulus of Jochi K

han, is divided into
the W

hite H
orde and the G

olden H
orde.

1260
 

K
ublai K

han, a grandson of C
hingiz K

han from
 the house

of T
uli K

han, establishes the Y
u'an dynasty in C

hina.

1261
 

B
etw

een 1261 and 1533 m
ost russian principalities are

controlled by the M
ongols.

1263
 

A
lexander N

evsky passes aw
ay.

1269
 

Q
aida unites the chaqataids and establishes independent

rule.

1271
 

M
arco Polo travels in Iran and C

entral A
sia on his w

ay to
the court of K

ubilai K
han.

1271
 

M
arco Polo passes throught the H

azarajat in A
fghanistan.

1273
 

Sufi Jalal al-D
in R

um
i (b. 1207) passes aw

ay. Jalal al-
D

in's father leaves B
alkh at the tim

e of the M
ongol

invasion (1219-1220) and settles in K
onya, T

urkey. In
1244, Jalal al-D

in m
eets Sham

s-I T
abrizi, his teacher,

w
hose nam

e he chooses as pseudonym
 and for w

hom
 he

w
rites a divan or collection of poem

s containing 36,349
distichs and 1, 983 quatrains. H

is m
ost w

ell-know
n w

ork,
how

ever, is M
athnavi-I M

a'navi (T
he M

athnavi devoted to
the Intrinsic M

eaning of all T
hings). C

ontaining 7,000
couplets the M

athnavi, w
hich begins w

ith "T
he Song of the

R
eed," has been suggested to the Shaykh by A

ttar.
1274

 
N

asir al-D
in T

usi passes aw
ay.
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T
he ulus of C

hagatai, the C
haghatai K

hanate, subsum
es

the old em
pire of the U

ighurs.

1292
 

Shaykh M
uslih al-D

in Sa'di (b. 1213), Iran's cultural icon,
passes aw

ay. Sa'di travels extensively in the W
est as far as

M
ecca and, allegedly, in the E

ast as far as T
ransoxania

and, m
aybe, India. H

e is know
n m

ostly for his 1257 B
ustan

(T
he G

arden) and the 1258 G
ulistan (T

he R
ose G

arden).
H

is G
ulistan is the first classical Persian w

ork to be
translated into a W

estern tongue. T
he m

ajor them
es of this

quintessential M
uslim

 hum
anist are: justice, love, hum

ility,
acceptance, contentm

ent, and repentance.
1293

 
Saljuq rule ends.

1295
 

G
hazan K

han of the Il-K
hanid dynasty of Iran converts to

Islam
.

1299
 

In A
natolia, the Seljuq sultanate breaks up into sm

aller
principalities one of w

hich, under O
sm

on, form
s the core

of the future O
ttom

an E
m

pire.

1300
 

T
he C

hagatai K
hanate splits into an eastern (M

oghulistan)
and a w

estern (T
ransoxania) branch.

1301
 

T
he T

ien Shan, K
ashghar, and the Ferghana V

alley unite to
create M

ughulistan.

1301
 

O
sm

on K
han, the founder of the O

ttom
an E

m
pire, is

victorious at B
aphaeon.

1303
 

T
he M

am
lukes stop the last M

ongol invasion of Syria.

1304
 

In Ilkhanid Iran, G
hazan K

han passes aw
ay. H

is brother
K

huda B
anda U

ljaiyu replaces him
.

1310
 

M
oscow

 becom
es the See of the O

rthodox church.
1312

 
K

han U
zbek takes over the rulership of the G

olden H
orde.

1312
 

K
han U

zbek assum
es the rulership of the G

olden H
orde.

H
e is not a direct descendant of B

atu K
han, but T

oktu's
nephew

. U
nder him

 the G
olden H

orde is converted to
Islam

. A
lso under him

, the H
orde begins its century-long

decline.
1313

 
K

han U
zbek of the G

olden H
orde converts to Islam

.

1326
 

T
arm

ashirin, the khan of the C
haghatai K

hnate converts to
Islam

.
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1333
 

O
n his w

ay to C
hina and India, Ibn B

atutah visits the cities
of H

erat and K
abul in present-day A

fghanistan.
1336

 
T

he Il-K
hanid dynasty in Iran com

es to an end.
1336

9 A
pr.

T
im

ur (T
am

erlane) of the T
urkish B

arlas tribe is born.

1340
 

T
he G

olden H
orde, under K

han U
zbek (1282-1342)

converts to Islam
.

1341
 

K
han U

zbek passes aw
ay. Janibeg, his son, assum

es a
m

ore totalitarian M
uslim

 style (cf., the M
am

lukes of
E

gypt). D
uring his reign, K

han U
zbek distances him

self
from

 the C
hingizid Y

asaq and the tolerance that the
M

ongols exercized tow
ards religion. T

his m
akes m

any
M

ongol leaders unhappy w
ith him

 to the point that they
plot to assassinate him

.

1350
 

C
haqataid T

ughluq T
im

ur K
han accepts Islam

 and requires
his follow

ers in the T
ien Shan and Sem

irechye regions to
accept Islam

 as w
ell.

1351
 

B
lack death w

hich had started in C
hina in 1333 and w

hich
had been m

oving w
est along the Silk R

oad reaches
M

oscovy.

1365
 

A
ided by his brother-in-law

, H
ussein, T

am
erlane captures

Sam
arqand. H

ussein is installed as the am
ir.

1369
 

A
lliance betw

een T
am

erlane and H
ussein ends.

1369
 

T
am

erlane (r. 1370-1405) conquers K
hurasan and

T
ransoxiana.

1370
 

H
ussein is killed by T

am
erlane at H

erat. T
am

erlane
becom

es the ruler of T
ransoxiana.

1370
 

T
am

erlane establishes court at Sam
arqand and helps

T
uqtam

ish, a M
ongol youth, dom

inate both the W
hite and

the G
olden H

ordes. A
s K

han of the H
ordes, T

uqtam
ish

dem
ands total subm

ission from
 R

ussia. W
hen the R

ussian
princes refuse (1381), he burns their cities, m

assacres the
people, and reestablishes strict M

ongol rule.

1370
 

T
he city of B

alkh becom
es the capital of T

im
ur w

hose
successors betw

een 1370 and 1504 prom
ote Islam

ic life
and learning to new

 heights.

1375
 

B
etw

een 1375 and 1400, the T
urfan U

ishurs convert to
Islam

.



39 1378
 

T
oqtam

ish invades T
ransoxiana but is defeated by

T
am

erlane.

1378
 

A
ided by T

am
erlane, T

oqtam
ish becom

es the K
han of the

W
hite H

orde.

1380
 

M
am

ay, K
han of the G

olden H
orde, is defeated by Prince

dm
itri of M

oscow
 at the B

attle of K
ulikovo.

1380
 

T
oqtam

ish captures the G
olden H

orde and becom
es the

leader of the united G
olden and W

hite H
ordes.

1382
 

T
oqtam

ish m
arches on M

oscow
 and brings the M

oscow
princes back into line.

1382
 

H
aving sacked and burned M

oscow
, T

qhtam
ish extends

T
atar rule over R

ussia for another one hundred years.

1387
 

T
am

erlane invades T
ransoxania, defeats T

uqtam
ish (1391)

and destroys Serai. H
e then invades M

oscow
 (139?) and

captures the R
ussian principalities. A

fter the death of
T

am
erlane (1405) and T

uqtam
ish (1406) and the

establishm
ent of the K

hanates of the G
olden H

orde, the
first czar of R

ussia, Ivan IV
 the T

errible, begins R
ussia's

eastw
ard m

ovem
ent. R

ussian infringem
ent on C

entral A
sia

begins at this tim
e.

1389
 

Persian poet H
afiz passes aw

ay.

1390
 

B
etw

een 1390 and 1400, the T
urfan U

ighurs convert to
Islam

.

1395
 

T
urkic conquerer, T

im
ur routes the G

olden H
orde now

 led
by T

uqtam
ish.

1398
 

T
am

arlane invades and conquers India.

1400
 

T
he m

igration of the K
yrgyz of the A

ltai in the direction of
the T

ien Shan M
ountains, Ferghana, and the pam

irs begins.

1400
 

For the next few
 decades, the U

zbeks separate them
selves

from
 the K

azakhs, m
ove south and, under A

bu al-K
hayr

(1413-69), invade T
ransoxiana.

1401
 

T
im

ur Q
utluq of the G

olden H
orde, T

am
erlane's vassal,

passes aw
ay. Shadi B

eg's rule begins.

1402
28 Jul.

T
am

erlane defeats the O
ttom

ans at A
ngora, captures

Sultan B
ayazid.

1405
 

T
am

erlane passes aw
ay.
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1407
 

K
ing-m

aker E
digu installs Fulad K

han on the throne of the
G

olden H
orde. Shadi B

eg is deposed.
1410

 
T

im
ur of the G

olden H
orde displaces Fulad K

han.
1413

 
M

ehm
et I unifies O

ttom
an territories.

1417
 

U
luq B

eg builds the R
igistan M

adrasah in Sam
arqand.

1425
 

In the w
estern regions of Siberia, U

zbek prince A
bu al-

K
hair declares independence.

1430
 

A
bu al-K

hair occupies K
hw

arazm
.

1430
 

T
he K

hanate of the C
rim

ea (1430-1466) under H
ajji G

iray
is carved out of the m

uriband G
olden H

orde.

1434
 

T
he O

yrat, one of the M
ongol tribes that originally lived to

the w
est of L

ake B
aikal, form

s the kingdom
 of Jungaria.

1439
 

U
luq M

uham
m

ad of the G
olden H

orde w
ithdraw

s from
Sarai and establishes the principality of K

azan. Sarai is
ruled by Said A

hm
ad.

1440
 

T
he G

olden H
orde is divided into the four K

hanates of
C

rim
ea, K

azan, A
strakhan, and Siberia or Sibir w

hich
includes present-day K

azakhstan.

1440
 

Ivan III the G
reat of R

ussia is born. A
t age 12, he

com
m

ands a m
ilitary expedition in the far north and, at age

18, he cam
paigns successfully against the T

artars.

1441
 

M
ir A

lisher N
avai, prem

ier U
zbek poet and national hero,

is born.
1441

 
C

rim
ea cecedes from

 Sarai.

1445
 

T
he K

hanate of K
azan (1445-1552) is founded w

here the
G

rand O
ld B

ulghar had existed before.
1445

 
Johann G

utenberg (1400-1467) invents the printing press.
1446

 
Shah R

ukh passes aw
ay. U

lugh B
eg ascends the throne.

1447
 

A
strakhan cecedes from

 Sarai.

1449
 

R
uler, scholar, m

athem
atician, and poet U

lugh B
eg is

assassinated by his ow
n son; A

bu al-K
hair captures

Ferghana.
1453

26 M
ay

C
onstantinople falls to the O

ttom
an arm

ies.

1460
 

B
etw

een 1460 and 1465, Janibek and K
irai split from

 the
w

hite H
orde and m

oved to the present-day K
azakhstan.

1462
 

Ivan III the G
reat becom

es Prince of M
oscow

.
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T
he K

hanate of A
starakhan (1466-1556) is carved out of

the G
olden horde.

1469
 

T
he Q

asim
ov subdynasty is established.

1470
 

D
uring the 1470's, Ivan III the G

reat annexed m
ost of the

independent R
ussian principalities, including N

ovgorod
and T

ver.
1475

 
O

ttom
an suzerainty over the K

hanate of C
rim

ea.
1477

 
T

hom
as M

oore is born.

1478
 

Prince Ivan III of m
oscow

 proclaim
s him

self C
zar of

R
ussia and refuses to pay tribute to the G

olden H
orde.

1480
 

T
w

o com
peting T

urkish rulers, the Q
araquyunlu and the

A
qquyunlu rule in the w

est. In the E
ast, defeated by the

R
ussians, the descendant of Juji, know

n as the U
zbeks, fill

the vacuum
 in T

ransoxiana.

1480
 

Proclaim
ing him

self C
zar of all R

ussia, Ivan III throw
s off

the M
ongol yoke.

1480
 

Ivan III the G
reat throw

s off the T
artar yoke and set off the

distintegration of the G
olden H

orde leading to the
consolidation of khanates of C

rim
ea, A

strakhan, and
K

azan.

1480
 

Ivan III (the G
reat) of M

oscow
 renounces the T

artar yoke,
annexes the territories of other principalities including
N

ovogorod, and expands his territory against the T
artarts

to the south and east. M
oscow

 becom
es the centre of this

expanding R
ussian state.

1488
 

Shaibani K
han, A

hm
ad K

han's nephew
, com

es to pow
er.

1497
 

B
abur captures the city of Sam

arqand.

1499
 

Safavid Ism
a'il establishes the Safavid dynasty and serves

as its first shah.

1500
 

M
uham

m
ad Shaybani K

han (1451-1510) conquers
T

ransoxiana by forcing the descendants of T
am

erlane to
seek their fortunes in A

fghanistan and India. U
zbek state is

form
ed.

1500
 

T
he K

azakh and the K
ara-K

irghiz are divided and form
separate ethnic groups.

1501
 

T
he Portuguese, m

oving tow
ards India, seek trade relations

w
ith Iran.
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1502
 

T
he death of Saiyid A

hm
ad ends the rule of the G

olden
H

orde.

1502
 

T
he synthetic value of the m

arriage of Shahrbanu
(daughter of Y

azdigird III) and al-H
ussein (son of Im

am
A

li), belief in the H
idden Im

am
's absolute right to

rulership, and a need to rescue Iranian culture from
absorption by A

rab and T
urkish Sunni cultures prom

pt
Ism

a'il to unite the seven m
ajor Q

izilbash tribes, defeat the
A

qquyunlus, enter T
abriz, and crow

n him
self king. Ism

a'il
adopts Shi'ism

 as Iran's official religion even though only a
quarter of the population is Shi'ite.

1504
 

K
abul is captured by B

abur w
ho goes on to becom

e the
first M

ughal em
peror of India.

1504
 

T
he K

han of K
azan organizes a m

assacre of all the
R

ussians.

1505
 

Ivan III the G
reat passes aw

ay. D
uring his reign, he

consolidated the achievem
ents of his predecessors,

strengthened the authority of the m
onarchy, lay the

foundation for a centralized state, and established M
oscow

as a great pow
er.

1506
 

B
ukhara falls to the U

zbeks.

1507
 

H
erat, the last stronhold of the T

im
urids, falls to the

U
zbeks.

1507
 

T
he Portuguese led by d'A

lbuquerque establish a
stronghold in the Persian G

uld.
1510

 
T

im
urid dynasty com

es to an end.
1510

 
H

erat falls to the Safavids.

1512
 

U
zbek tribes under Shaybanids dom

inate the T
urkic tribes

presently know
n as the K

yrgyz and the K
azakh peoples.

1512
 

B
abur w

ithdraw
s from

 C
entral A

sia.
1516

 
Sir T

hom
as M

oore's "U
topia" appears in print in tw

o parts.

1519
 

B
etw

een 1519 and 1521, Ferdinand M
agellan (1480-1521)

circum
navigate the globe.

1526
 

B
etw

een 1526 and 1747 the territory of present-day
A

fghanistan is divided am
ong the Safavids of Iran (H

erat),
M

ughals of India (K
abul), and U

zbek rulers to the north
(B

alkh and B
adakhshan).



43 1530
 

Ivan IV
 the T

errible (1
st T

sar of R
ussia) is born. H

e is also
referred to w

ith the term
 G

rozni, or "aw
einspiring". H

e is a
descendant of A

lexander N
evsky through his father. H

e
w

as the tsar of R
ussia for 51 years.

1533
 

A
lthough Ivan IV

 is proclaim
ed grand prince at age 5, he

takes part in form
al affairs of state.

1533
 

B
etw

een 1533 and 1584 Ivan IV
 (the T

errible) pushes
forw

ard the frontiers of R
ussia to include A

strakhan and
m

uch of Siberia. H
e institutes a strong centralized

autocracy and a secret police force, the oprichnina.
1533

 
Ivan IV

 becom
es the G

rand D
uke of M

oscow
.

1535
 

Sir T
hom

as M
oore passes aw

ay. T
he notable hum

anist and
statesm

an is executed for refusing to recognise H
enry V

III
as the head of the C

hurch of E
ngland. M

oore is the first to
envisage an equitable society based on the ideas of
Socrates and Plato.

1538
 

T
he K

azakh confederation is divided into three Z
huzes

w
ith each having its ow

n dialect.
1547

 
Ivan IV

 is coronated First T
sar of R

ussia.

1552
 

B
etw

een 1552 and 1582, Ivan IV
 the T

errible conquers the
khanates of K

azan and A
sterakhan.

1552
 

Ivan IV
 the T

errible (1533-84) captures the K
hanate of

K
azan.

1552
 

Ivan IV
 personally reduces the K

hanate of K
azan on the

V
olga by m

assacring the m
ale population, enslaving

w
om

en and children, pulling dow
n all m

osques, and
annexing the territory.

1556
 

T
he K

hanate of A
strakhan falls to Ivan IV

.
1556

 
T

he K
hanate of A

strakhan capitulates to Ivan IV
.

1576
 

Jenkinson, a B
ritish envoy, arrives in Iran via M

oscow
.
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1578
 

Internal tribal struggles, U
zbek unrest in K

hurasan, and the
O

ttom
ans' threat to Q

azw
in define the circum

stances under
w

hich Shah A
bbas I com

es to pow
er. T

he killing of his
m

eddling guardian, reduction of the Q
izilbash to

cerem
onial guards, and involvem

ent of a young cadre of
officials in governm

ental affairs constitute A
bbas's initial

steps at reform
. H

elped by A
nthony and R

obert Shirley, he
introduces a new

 m
ilitary system

, builds cannons and
ships, and trains soldiers. A

 new
 system

 of education, a
new

 approach to m
edicine, a flourishing trade, and a new

lifestyle distinguish A
bbas' reign.

1581
 

Ivan IV
, using w

arrior cossacks, captures the K
hanate of

Sibir.

1584
 

Ivan IV
 the T

errible passes aw
ay. H

e forced R
ussia into

E
urope (cf., Peter the G

reat), arrested T
atar and T

urkish
incursions into R

ussian territory, encouraged cultural
developm

ent, e.g., printing, prom
oted divine right of the

ruler, created a centrally adm
inistered R

ussian state, and
created a state that included non-slavsic states.

1584
 

T
he M

ongols w
ho occupy the eastern regions of the U

rals
are conquered by R

ussia.

1598
 

A
bdullah K

han II (1533-98), the last Shaybanid ruler of
B

ukhara, passes aw
ay.

1598
 

T
he A

strakhanids takeover the rulership of B
ukhara.

1598
 

T
he period betw

een 1598 and 1613 usually referred to as
the "T

im
e of T

roubles," B
oris G

odunov becom
es R

egent
for the feeble-m

inded surviving son of Ivan IV
, Fyodor.

W
hen Fyodor passes aw

ay, G
odunov proclaim

s him
self

T
sar. W

ith assistance from
 the C

hurch, he thought, he
could establish a new

 dynasty.

1600
 

In Iran, the B
ritish, unable to satisfy the nobles and the

clergy, close their silk textile and arm
am

ent factories and
leave.

1600
 

T
he principal and exclusive partners of the B

ritish E
ast

India C
om

pany included ports all the w
ay from

 A
den and

B
andar A

bbas to C
ulcatta and M

adras all the w
ay to

B
antum

.
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A
ided by the B

ritish navy, Iranians expel the Portuguese
from

 the Persian G
ulf.

1603
 

Persians defeat the T
urks in the B

attle of U
rm

iyah and
occupy T

abriz, M
osul, and D

iyarbakr.

1613
 

B
uilding on the old M

oscovite E
m

pire, Peter the G
reat of

the R
om

anov dynasty launches the industrialization of
R

ussia w
hich includes building of factories in northern

K
azakhstan.

1613
 

Pow
er in R

ussia is restored w
ith the election of M

ikhail
R

om
anov and M

oscow
 becom

es the undisputed capital.

1619
 

First diplom
atic contacts betw

een M
oscow

 and B
ukhara

take place.
1622

 
A

fghanistan is ruled by Safavid Persia.
1626

 
A

m
ir N

asrullah consolidates state pow
er in B

ukhara.
1628

 
T

he reign of Shah A
bbas I of the Safavid dynasty ends.

1629
 

Shah A
bbas I passes aw

ay. H
is son, Safi, succeeds him

.

1630
 

vIn A
fghanistan, the R

ow
shaniyah m

ovem
ent initiated by

B
ayazid A

nsari (1525-1581) in the Sulaym
an m

ountains is
crushed. K

hushhal K
han K

hattak (1613-1689) revives the
struggle for independence along nationalistic lines. H

e,
too, fails.

1639
 

T
he treaty of Z

unab establishes a vague boundary betw
een

the O
ttom

an and the Persian E
m

pires.

1640
 

M
ullah Sadra, Persian theologian and philosopher, passes

aw
ay.

1642
 

Safavid Shah Safi passes aw
ay. Shah A

bbas II asdends the
throne.

1649
 

It is decreed that peasants are forbidden to m
ove from

 the
estates of their lords. T

he O
rthodox C

hurch is divided
betw

een the 'O
ld B

elievers' w
ho opposed religious reform

and those w
ho supported new

 reform
s.

1658
 

T
he K

alm
yks becom

e the dom
inant pow

er in C
entral A

sia
ruling over large populations of U

zbeks, K
azakhs, and

K
yrgyzes. U

nrelenting pressure by the K
alm

yks forces the
K

yrgyz to m
igrate from

 the T
ien Shan to the Ferghana

V
alley.

1667
 

Shah A
bbas II passes aw

ay. Shah Sulaim
an succeeds him

.
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1694
 

Shah H
ussein ascends the throne of Iran.

1703
 

Peter the G
reat (1682-1725) founds St. Petersburg to

replace M
oscow

 as the capital of R
ussia. Peter the G

reat's
reign is notable for his ruthless program

 of m
odernization,

his conquests along the B
altic coast, and his creation of the

'w
indow

 on the w
est."

1707
 

M
ir W

ais Q
ilzai m

akes Q
andahar independent of Safavid

Persia.

1710
 

A
bdarrahm

an B
iy establishes the K

hanate of K
okand in

the Ferghana V
alley.

1715
 

Peter the G
reat sends R

ussia's first R
ussian m

ilitary
expedition to the K

azakh Steppe.
1717

 
Peter the G

reat invades K
hiva, is defeated.

1717
 

R
ussia's first m

ilitary expedition to K
hiva is m

assacred.
1722

 
Peter the G

reat captures D
erbend on the C

aspian Sea.

1722
 

M
ahm

ud, M
ir W

ais's son, captures the city of Isfahan and
initiates A

fghan rule on southern and eastern provinces of
Iran. D

urranis term
inate Safavid occupation of H

erat and
form

 an independent state of their ow
n.

1723
 

Iranian arm
y is defeated by Peter the G

reat.

1723
 

M
ahm

ud puts Soltan H
ussein Safavid to death; Safavid

rule m
oves to the northern provinces of M

azandaran and
G

ilan. A
shraf becom

es the A
fghan king of Iran.

1725
 

Peter the G
reat passes aw

ay.

1729
 

A
fghans are driven out of Iran by N

adir Q
oli B

eg, the
future N

adir Shah.

1730
 

N
ader Shah A

fshar defeats A
shraf and leads the Iranian

arm
y into A

fghanistan, C
entral A

sia and, later, India.
1731

 
T

he K
azakh L

esser H
orde seeks R

ussian protection.
1732

 
H

erat falls to N
adir Q

oli.

1734
 

O
renburg becom

es the first of a series of fortifications built
by the R

ussians to protect their interests in C
entral A

sia.

1736
 

N
adirquli (1736-47) drives the A

fghans out; establishes the
A

fsharid dynasty.

1739
 

N
adir Shah conquers lands to the east of Iran as far as

D
elhi.

1740
 

B
ukhara falls to N

adir Shah.
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Follow
ing the L

esser H
orde, the K

azakh M
iddle H

orde
seeks R

ussian protection.
1741

 
T

urkm
ens join the arm

y of N
adir Shah.

1745
 

T
he W

ahhabi da'w
a is established in A

rabia.
1747

 
T

he M
anghit dynasty of B

ukhara is established.

1747
 

N
ader Shah is m

urdered. A
hm

ad D
urrani, a com

m
ander of

N
adir Shah, returns to Q

andahar. D
urranis w

ho had
returned to Q

andahar w
ith A

hm
ad choose him

 as their
A

m
ir--A

hm
ad Shah D

urrani, king of A
fghanistan, rules for

26 years from
 his capital of Q

andahar.

1747
O

ct.
A

n assem
bly of Pashtuns pronounces A

hm
ad Shah A

bdali
(D

urrani) king and thereby establishes A
fghanistan an

independent state.
1750

 
T

he Z
and dynasty is established under K

arim
 khan.

1753
 

R
ahim

bi (r. 1753-1785), the eponym
ous ancestor of the

M
anghits, establishes the E

m
irate of B

ukhara. A
s a first

step, he annexes H
issar Shadm

an and the K
uhistan region

to B
ukhara. B

efore long, Sam
arqand, Shahr-I Sabz,

K
hujand, and T

ashkent are also added. A
 brave,

courageous, and generous ruler, R
ahim

bi is prom
pt in

m
aking decisions and takeing drastic m

easures to resolve
problem

s.
1755

 
M

oscow
 university is founded.

1760
 

H
enri de Saint-Sim

on is born.

1762
 

B
etw

een 1762 and 1796, C
atherine the G

reat expands
Peter the G

reat's policies of w
esternisation to include the

cultural and educational fields.

1770
 

G
eorg W

ilhelm
 Friedrich H

egel is born in Stuttgart,
G

erm
any.

1773
 

In A
fghanistan, T

eym
ur Shah rules for 20 years. H

e m
oves

the capital to K
abul.

1773
 

In A
fghanistan, A

hm
ad Shah D

urrani passes aw
ay.

1775
 

B
ritain acquire M

adras, N
orthern C

ircars, B
engal, and

B
ihar in India.

1780
 

R
ussian im

m
igrants begin to flood C

entral A
sia and take

over fields and grazing lands.
1783

 
C

rim
ea is annexed br R

ussia.
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1785
 

R
ussian and T

atar m
erchants try to convince the K

yrgyz to
subm

it to R
ussia.

1785
 

A
m

ir Shah M
urad (r. 1785-1800) introduces a series of

reform
s. R

ather than confiscating the land and property of
the non-M

anghit tribal chiefs, he sets a precedent by
allow

ing the chiefs to keep not only their land but the
peasants w

ho w
ork on the land. In tim

e, this practice
allow

s the non-M
anghit chiefs to institute fiefdom

s w
ith

pow
erful arm

ies of their ow
n.

1789
 

B
etw

een 1789 and 1792, a revolutionary zeal in France
overthrow

s the m
onarchy and institutes a republic.

1792
 

In Iran, V
ahid B

ehbahani, w
ho forces the A

khbari school
of Shiíism

 out of Persia and establishes the ascendancy of
the U

suli school, passes aw
ay.

1793
 

In A
fghanistan, Z

am
an Shah rules for 6 years. B

ritain,
fearful of A

fghan designs on India, incites Iran against
A

fghanistan (1798).

1795
 

T
he zand dynasty com

es to an end; beginning of the Q
ajar

dynasty.

1797
 

M
uham

m
ad Shah Q

ajar passes aw
ay; R

ussia captures
D

aghistan.

1799
 

In A
fghanistan, Prince M

ahm
ud dism

isses Z
am

an Shah.
Z

am
an Shah goes to India.

1799
 

K
okand declares itself an independent Islam

ic state.

1800
 

In C
entral A

sia, A
m

ir H
aidar (r. 1800-1826) loses m

ost of
the territories captured by R

ahim
bi to K

okand, K
hiva, and

other C
entral A

sian pow
ers. A

fter tw
o years, how

ever, he
restores the kingdom

 to its form
er strength. H

aidar's m
ain

m
istake, how

ever, is in com
m

ercializing education, an act
that leads to the expulsion of the poor from

 the schools,
erosion of the quality of instruction, and disestablishm

ent
of B

ukhara's precious m
edieval library system

.
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B
etw

een 1801 and 1825, under A
lexander I plans for

political reform
s along w

estern liess are debated but not
carried through. R

ussia's success against N
apoleon,

how
ever, m

akes her a m
ajor force in E

uropean diplom
acy.

D
espite all this, the division betw

een social groups, i.e., the
high officials and the landow

ners and those w
ho w

orked
the land w

ent on.
1802

 
W

ahhabis raid K
arbala in present-day Iraq.

1803
 

In A
fghanistan, Shah Shoja' dism

isses Shah M
ahm

ud.
1804

 
W

ahhabis capture M
ecca and m

edina.
1805

 
Iran m

akes an unsuccessful attem
pt at capturing H

erat.

1806
 

B
ritain captures D

elhi and L
ucknow

 as w
ell as m

ost of
southern parts of India except for M

ysore.

1807
 

T
he T

sar of R
ussia (A

lexander II) and N
apoleon plann to

capture India via Iran.
1809

 
Shah M

ahm
ud succeeds to the throne of A

fghanistan.
1809

 
B

ritain captures M
aharashtra, C

huttack, and A
ssam

.

1809
7 Jun.

B
ritish M

ountstuart E
lphinstone signs a treaty of friendship

w
ith Shah Shuja' of A

fghanistan in preparation for defense
against a possible Franco-R

ussian invasion of India.

1811
 

A
li M

uham
m

ad B
ab, founder of the B

abi m
ovem

ent, is
born.

1813
 

In Iran, Fath A
li Shah (1799-1834) signs the treaty of

G
ulistan and loses the C

aucasus to R
ussia.

1813
 

R
ussia defeats Persia and enters the area of present-day

T
urkm

enistan.
1814

 
Iran executes the D

efinitive T
reaty of alliance w

ith B
ritain.

1818
5 M

ay
K

arl M
arx is born in T

rier, now
 in G

erm
any (then in

Prussia).
1820

 
K

azakhs revolt against the harsh rule of the R
ussians.

1825
 

A
fter the D

ecem
brist uprising, N

icholas I turned aw
ay

from
 the W

est.

1825
 

T
he D

ecem
brist officers revolt m

akes the first stirring of
dem

ocratic passions in R
ussia.
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1825
 

vH
enri de Saint-Sim

on passes aw
ay, Saint-Sim

m
on

com
bined the teachings of Jesus w

ith science and
technology to create a religion of socialism

. H
e proposed

that the states of E
urope should form

 an association to
suppress w

ar.

1826
A

pr.
A

hm
ad M

akhdum
 D

onish is born to a poor fam
ily of

B
ukhara.

1827
 

A
m

ir N
asrullah (r. 1827-1860) elim

inates his brothers,
displaces the influential figures w

ho had served his father,
and confiscates the land and properties of the non-M

anghit
tribal chiefs. T

his strategy, w
hich w

eakens the econom
ic

and m
ilitary pow

er of the chiefs, allow
s N

asrullah to create
an arm

y of considerable strength. U
nder N

asrullah,
m

odernizing ideas enter B
ukhara w

hile urbanization takes
its toll on the farm

s.

1827
 

B
etw

een 1827 and 1860, m
ost R

ussian peasants are
dissatisfied w

ith the situation in w
hich they find

them
selves.

1828
 

Iran signs the treaty of T
urkm

enchay w
ith R

ussia.

1830
 

K
han K

enesary Q
asim

ov, a K
azakh revolutionary, leads a

form
idable m

ilitary cam
paign against the R

ussian advance
into C

entral A
sia.

1830
 

Saint-Sim
on's students w

rite a proclam
ation dem

anding the
ow

nership of goods in com
m

on; abolition of right of
inheritance; and enfranchisem

ent of w
om

en.

1831
 

Friedrich H
egel passes aw

ay at age 61 of cholera. H
egel

developed a dialectical schem
e that im

proved thought and
m

atter as a result of interaction of tw
o opposites (thesis

and antithesis).
1834

 
R

ussia builds fortifications in T
urkm

en territory.

1836
 

D
ust M

uham
m

ad defeats Shah Shoja', captures Q
andahar,

and takes title of A
m

ir.

1837
 

K
azakh resistance against R

ussian rule is led by K
enesary

K
asim

ov (1802-47).
1837

 
First new

spaper is published in Iran.

1837
 

Iranians put a three year siege on H
erat but do not succeed

in annexing the principality to Q
ajar Iran.
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Ignoring the treaty of Z
unab, the O

ttom
ans invaded the

port of M
uham

m
arah (m

odern K
horram

shahr) and
dem

olished it.

1838
 

Jam
al al-D

in al-A
fghani, the architect of Pan-Islam

ism
, is

born in A
sadabad, Iran.

1839
 

In A
fghanistan, during the first A

fghan W
ar, B

ritain
captures Q

andahar, G
hazna, and K

abul. A
m

ir D
ust

M
uham

m
ad is deported to India. Shah Shoja' becom

es a
puppet king for A

fghanistan. B
ut the B

ritish rule does not
last long.

1840
 

U
nder N

icholas I, R
ussia begins operations to colonize

K
hiva.

1842
 

E
m

ir N
asrullah orders the execution of Stoddart and

C
onolly.

1842
 

Shah of Shuja of A
fghanistan is assassinated. C

urrani
dynasty ends.

1842
 

T
he B

ritish lose all their troops in the w
ar. T

hey leave
A

fghanistan. D
ust M

uham
m

ad returns as king and rules for
the next 21 years.

1843
 

A
s king, D

ust M
uham

m
ad unifies A

fghan tribes by
statesm

anship rather than by force and centralizes the
governm

ent.
1844

 
Sayyid M

uham
m

ad A
li proclaim

s him
self the B

ab in Iran.
1844

 
E

ngles and M
arx m

eet and begin their cooperation.
1845

10 A
ug.

A
bai K

unanbaev is born in eastern K
azakhstan.

1846
 

B
etw

een 1846 and 1907, R
ussia and B

ritish India,
respectively, annexed large areas large areas in C

entral
A

sia and India. B
y 1885, the danger of a m

ajor
confrontation w

as real. H
aving considered their options,

both pow
ers agreed to be satisfied w

ith the regions they
already controlled.

1847
 

R
ussia reaches the estuary of the A

m
u R

iver.

1847
 

M
arx and E

ngles joined the secret C
om

m
unist Society in

L
ondon.

1848
 

K
arl M

arx publishes the C
om

m
unist M

anifesto.

52

1848
 

A
ccom

panied by A
m

ir-I K
abir, N

asir al-D
in Shah enters

T
ehran and coronates him

self. W
ith the Shah's consent,

A
m

ir-I K
abir launches a far-reaching program

 of
revitalization that adversely affects the court, the tribal
hierarchy, and foreign (B

ritish and R
ussian) legations.

Sectors of society affected by reform
s rise in opposition to

the A
m

ir and elim
inate him

.
1848

 
M

arx and E
ngles publish T

he C
om

m
unist M

anifesto.

1850
 

B
etw

een 1850 and 1914, R
ussian rule w

as firm
ly

established in C
entral A

sia.
1850

 
T

he epic M
anas is put to w

riting for the first tim
e.

1850
 

D
ar al-Fonun is established to educate future diplom

ats
and m

ilitary generals; execution of the B
ab and the

m
assacre of his follow

ers; B
aha'I m

ovem
ent begins.

1850
 

A
 deligation, including A

hm
ad D

onish (his first trip), w
ho

served as the secretary, is sent to St. Petersburg by
B

ukhara to learn about the advances in R
ussia in

technology and m
ilitary.

1850
 

In Iran, A
li M

uham
m

ad B
ab is arrested and executed as is

the poetess Q
urrat al_A

in T
abira.

1853
 

A
k M

asjed falls to the R
ussians.

1853
 

B
etw

een 1853 and 1856, B
ritish and French troops invade

the C
rim

ea in reaction to N
icholas I's T

urkish policy.

1854
 

A
lm

a-A
ta (originally called Fort V

ernoe) is built by the
R

ussians.

1854
 

B
etw

een 1854 and 1864 R
ussia builds a series of forts

along the E
m

ba river as w
ell as from

 the A
ral lake to the

eastern edge of L
ake B

aikal.

1855
 

Jam
al al-D

in al-A
fghani travels to India and sees first hand

the treatm
ent that Indians receive at the hand of the B

ritish.
H

e begins to entertain the thought that a united M
uslim

w
orld should be able to decrease, if not elim

inate,
exploitation of the M

uslim
 m

asses w
orld w

ide.
1855

 
K

hiva is annexed to the R
ussian E

m
pire.

1855
 

Fort Z
ailiyskoe is built in Southeastern K

azakhstan to
facilitate trade. T

he tow
n of V

ernyi (later A
lm

a A
ta) is

built.



53 1855
 

R
ussia's defeat in the C

rim
ean W

ar, w
hich had started tw

o
years earlier betw

een the O
ttom

ans and R
ussia, points to

the w
ay east and to the conquest of the C

aucasus and
C

entral A
sia.

1855
 

B
etw

een 1855 and 1881, A
lexander II (the L

iberator T
sar)

introduces Z
em

stvos or provincial assem
blies w

hich sort
out local issues. R

ussian's social and econom
ical

transform
ation begins.

1855
17 Jan.

Pressured by the K
hanate of K

okand and the M
anchus, the

K
hygyz of the Issyk K

ul regioin becom
e russian vassals.

1856
 

R
ussia considers a full-fledged invasion of C

entral A
sia.

1856
 

Iranians finally capture H
erat. R

ussians m
ap Issyk K

ul.

1857
 

Iran and B
ritain recognize the independence of

A
fghanistan.

1857
 

A
t the Paris T

reaty, the B
ritish m

ediate betw
een Iran and

A
fghanistan.

1859
 

Im
am

 Sham
yl of D

aghistan is captured by the R
ussians.

D
aghistan becom

es a part of the R
ussian E

m
pire and

R
ussian pow

er is consolidated.

1860
 

Serfdom
 in russia is abolished but peasant poverty rem

ains.
So does peasant and w

orker discontent in R
ussia.

1860
 

G
enerals K

aufm
an and C

hernaev capture the tow
n of

T
uqm

aq.

1860
 

B
etw

een 1860 and 1867, the R
ussians com

plete their
m

ilitary occupation of present-day K
yrgyzstan and the

Ferghana V
alley.

1860
 

A
 Sino-R

ussian treaty divides the K
azakh, the K

yrgyz, and
the U

ighurs.

1860
 

R
ussia's increasing influence in B

ukhara brings A
m

ir
M

uzaffar (r. 1860-1885) into conflict w
ith the R

ussian
E

m
pire.

1861
 

In R
ussia, A

lexander II frees the serfs.

1861
 

B
etw

een 1861 and 1865 A
m

erican C
ivil W

ar increases
R

ussian dem
and for C

entral A
sian cotton.

1861
 

A
lexander II approves m

ilitary plans including invasion of
C

entral A
sia and the coastal regions of the C

aspian Sea.
1862

 
T

he tow
n of Pishpek falls to the R

ussians.
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1864
 

T
he tow

n of A
ulia A

ta falls to the R
ussians.

1864
 

R
ussia, freed from

 C
rim

ean W
ar and conflicts in the

C
aucasus, m

oves to the U
st-U

rt and the K
azakh steppe.

1865
 

K
okand state is liquidated by the R

ussian forces.

1865
 

C
hernaev invades T

ashkent but is faced w
ith stiff

resistance from
 Sultan Sayyid K

han. T
he latter, how

ever,
requests aid from

 A
m

ir M
uzzaffar. T

he A
m

ir recalls Sultan
Sayyid K

han and kills him
. G

hernaev conquers T
ashkent.

1865
Jun.

T
ashkent falls to the R

ussians.

1865
 

R
ussia begins a series of expeditions to assess the hum

an
and m

ineral resources of the region. A
s a result, A

lexis
Fedchenko discovers the largest glacier in the w

orld
(1865), R

ussia annexes northern T
ajikistan (1886), and an

A
nglo-R

ussian B
oundary C

om
m

ission determ
ines the

R
ussian and B

ritish zones of interest in the region (1884);
the fortress of T

erm
ez is built to guard against A

fghan
incursions (1894).

1866
 

A
m

ir M
uzaffar requests R

ussia to restore T
ashkent to

B
ukhara. H

ow
ever, R

ussian officials proceed and capture
K

hujand and Jizzakh.

1866
 

R
ussian forces are initially defeated by B

ukhara near
Jizzach; and G

eneral C
herniaev is dism

issed, but, in the
long run, they capture T

ashkent and Sam
arqand.

1867
 

T
ashkent becom

es the capital of the G
overnorate-G

eneral
of T

urkestan.

1868
 

R
ussia invades the E

m
irate of B

ukhara a second tim
e.

B
ukhara becom

es a R
ussian protectorate. Sam

arqand,
K

attagurqan, and Z
irah B

ulaq fall to G
eneral K

aufm
an.

1868
 

O
renburg becom

es the capital of the G
overnorate-G

eneral
of the K

azakh Steppe..

1868
 

B
ukhara signs a treaty w

ith R
ussia giving up som

e of its
territory.

1868
1 M

ay
R

ussian forces defeat B
ukhara at C

hupan A
ta and capture

Sam
arqand. B

ukhara becom
es a R

ussian protectorate.
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00 Sept.

A
m

ir Sher A
li occupies K

abul. A
s king, hecontinues the

efforts of his father, D
ust M

uham
m

ad. H
e organizes a

large, m
odern arm

y, establishes state controlled civil and
m

ilitary schools, establishes a consultative assem
bly,

expands the bureaucracy, reform
s the tax system

, and
m

akes a point of respecting tribal and individual autonom
y

w
ithin the state.

1869
 

K
rasnovodsk fort is established on the C

aspian Sea.

1869
 

A
m

ir M
uzaffar sends a deligation, including A

hm
ad

D
onish (his second trip), to St. Petersburg to assess the

possibility of taking back som
e of the terrirtory lost in

1868 to R
ussia.

1869
 

Jam
al A

l-A
fghani is exiled from

 A
fghanistan. H

e m
oves to

E
gypt.

1870
 

V
ladim

ir U
lyanov (L

enin) is born in Sim
brisk.

1870
 

T
he revolt of the people of K

okand is suppressed.
1870

 
T

he T
urkm

en tribes initiate guerilla w
ar against R

ussia.
1871

 
T

he Ili V
alley is included in the R

ussian E
m

pire.
1873

 
Slavery is abolished in K

hiva and B
ukhara.

1873
 

K
hiva falls to the R

ussians.

1873
 

A
ided by the A

m
ir of B

ukhara, R
ussians force the A

m
ir of

K
hiva, M

uham
m

ad R
abin, to flee from

 K
hiva.

1873
A

ug.
T

he K
hanate of K

hiva follow
s the exam

ple of B
ukhara and

becom
es a R

ussian protectorate.

1873
12 A

ug.
T

he K
han of K

hiva declares him
self a "faithful servant of

the R
ussian E

m
peror."

1873
28 Sept.

B
ukhara signs a treaty w

ith R
ussia accepting its status as a

protectorate.
1874

 
T

ashkent and Sam
arqand fall to the R

ussians.

1875
 

A
ided by the A

m
ir of B

ukhara, R
ussia invades Q

uqand.
K

huda Y
ar K

han, the A
m

ir of K
okand is defeated and

K
okand, A

ndijan, N
am

angan and M
arqilan fall to the

R
ussians w

ho, reconstitute the region under Ferghana and
place it under a R

ussian governor.
1876

 
Q

oqand falls to the R
ussians.

1876
 

R
ussians divide the hom

eland of the K
yrgyz into

Sem
irechye O

blast and the Ferghana D
istrict.
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1876
 

T
he K

hanate of K
okand is included in the R

ussian E
m

pire.
1877

 
Y

aqub B
eg passes aw

ay (poisoned).

1878
N

ov.
T

he Second A
fghan W

ar disrupts the reform
s of A

m
ir Sher

A
li.

1879
 

A
l-A

fghani is exiled from
 E

gypt.
1879

21 F
eb.

A
m

ir Sher A
li of A

fghanistan dies in M
azar-i Sharif.

1879
26 M

ay

A
ccording to the T

reaty of G
andam

ak, A
fghanistan loses

the K
hyber Pass and the control of its foreign affairs to

B
ritain but retain independence and control over its

internal affairs.

1879
3 Sept.

L
uis C

avagnari, B
ritish R

esident at K
abul, is killed by

A
fghan m

ob attack.

1880
 

T
he reduction of T

urkm
en troops conclude R

ussia's
annexation of C

entral A
sia.

1880
 

T
he rail system

, begun in K
rasnovodsk, reaches T

urkistan.

1880
 

U
nder A

lexander III (1881-1894) and N
icholas II (1894-

1917) expansion into C
entral A

sia continues, reaching the
borders of C

hina, Persia, and A
fghanistan. A

t the sam
e

tim
e, state-sponsored industrialization is accelerated and a

M
arxist m

ovem
ent develops in exile.

1880
Jul.

A
bdurrahm

on K
han is proclaim

ed A
m

ir.

1880
Jul.

T
he B

ritish w
ithdraw

 from
 A

fghanistan. R
ussia and B

ritain
decide to m

ake A
fghanistan a buffer state so that their em

pires
do not m

eet. T
he B

ritish help 'A
bd al-R

ahm
an to centralize the

governm
ent and consolidate his rule.

T
he E

m
ergence of M

odern A
fghanistan

T
he H

azarahs enjoyed autonom
y in central regions called

H
azarahjat betw

een 1229 and 1447. T
hey num

ber 340,000 and
consist of fifteen tribes. T

hirteen of these tribes recognized
governm

ental authority. O
nly the U

ruzgan tribe rem
ained

totally independent. T
hey num

bered 44,000. T
hey rose in revolt

to stop the K
han from

 segregating the elders of the tribe and
against taking census for tax purposes. T

he H
azarah are Shi'ite.

T
he K

han fielded 100,000 troops and tribal levies. A
nd he

incited his Sunni follow
ers to a Jihad against the Shi'ites. M

ost
of the H

azarah w
ere enslaved betw

een 1891 and 1893. T
he rest

w
ent into exile to Iran. T

heir pastures and flocksw
ere divided

betw
een the D

urranis and the G
hilzais.
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27 Jul.

A
fghans defeat the B

ritish at M
aim

and.

1881
 

R
ussia begins the construction of the T

rans-C
aspian

R
ailw

ay.

1881
 

A
 revolutionary m

ovem
ent by the gentry leads to the

assassination of A
lexander II of R

ussia.
1881

 
R

ussians capture G
ok T

eppe in present-day T
urkm

enistan.
1881

 
T

he E
m

irate of K
hiva falls to the R

ussians.
1881

 
T

he city of A
shgabat is founded as a fort.

1881
 

A
 revolutionary m

ovem
ent, inspired by W

estern anarchist,
socialist idealists, and populists ends the rule of A

lexander
II w

ho is assassinated.

1881
 22 N

ov
E

nw
er Pasha is born to a relatively hum

ble fam
ily of

M
onastir.

1883
 

T
he A

m
ir of B

ukhara sends a deligation, including A
hm

ad
D

onish (his third trip) to St. Petersburg to learn about
governm

ent. U
pon hearing about the w

orkings of
dem

ocracy, the A
m

ir assigns D
onish to the judgeship of

one of the m
ost rem

ote provinces of B
ukhara.

1883
14 M

ar.
K

arl M
arx passes aw

ay in L
ondon at age 65; he is buried at

H
ighgate C

em
etery.

1884
 

T
he city of M

erv falls to the R
ussians.

1884
 

A
m

erican cotton picks up the slack in cotton production in
C

entral A
sia.

1884
 

T
he R

ussian occupation of M
erv com

pletes R
ussia's

conquest of T
urkestan.

1884
 

X
injiang becom

es a C
hinese province.

1885
 

C
onstruction of the Sam

arqand-A
skabat railw

ay begins.

1885
 

A
m

ir A
bdulahad (r. 1885-1910) agrees that his kingdom

m
ust undergo change. In the face of R

ussian pressure, he
even allow

s new
-m

ethod schools to teach subjects not
covered in the m

adrasahs (theological schools). B
ut as

soon as R
ussia grow

s w
eak (1905), he renegs on his

prom
ises of reform

. In B
ukhara, urbanization and

R
ussification advance at a steady pace.

1885
 

K
arl B

enz designs the first autom
obile.

1886
 

Panjdeh is captured by the R
ussians.

1886
 

T
urkm

en territory is annexed by R
ussia.
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1887
 

L
enin's elder brother is executed. H

e is charged w
ith an

attem
pt on the life of A

lexander III of R
ussia.

1887
 

T
he railroad reaches B

ukhara.
1888

 
T

he railroad reaches Sam
arqand.

1888
 

V
ose (1845-1888), a T

ajik peasant from
 K

havaling, revolts
against the T

urkish governor of K
ulab. Follow

ing T
ajik

revolutionaries before him
, he intends to unite the T

ajiks of
the K

uhistan, m
arch on B

ukhara, and inform
 the A

m
ir of

the atrocities of his governor. T
he A

m
ir, of course, is

aw
are. V

ose is captured and put to death in Shahr-i Sabz.

1890
 

B
etw

een 1890 and 1910, the Sem
irechye O

blast and the
Ferghana D

istricts are flooded by R
ussian peasant w

orkers
displacing the nom

adic population of the region.

1890
 

T
he tobacco concession pits Iranians, especially the clergy,

against the Shah and B
ritish interests.

1890
 

L
arge num

bers of R
ussians and U

krainians settle in the
K

azakh steppe.

1890
 

B
etw

een 1890 and 1905, strikes and riots becom
e a

frequent occurrence in R
ussia leading to the form

ation of
socialist, labor, and dem

ocratic parties, riots, as w
ell as to

confrontations w
ith the police.

1891
 

C
lose to a m

illion R
ussian m

igrants m
ove to the K

azakh
steppe.

1892
 

T
he achievem

ents of T
urkish rulers of the 8th century,

com
m

em
orated in the O

rkhon inscriptions are deciphered
by the D

anish Professor V
ilhelm

 T
hom

sen.

1893
12 N

ov.

T
he D

urand L
ine becom

es the official dividing line
betw

een A
fghanistan and B

ritish India. T
he boundary

determ
ined by Sir H

enry M
ortim

er D
urand cuts the

Pushtun population of the region into tw
o and creates

B
ritish and A

fghan zones of influence.

1894
 

R
ussia builds a fortress at T

erm
ez to safeguard R

ussian
interests against the A

fghans.
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Independent K
afiristan, so far inaccessible to all A

m
irs and

others, is attacked by A
fghan troops. T

he 60,000
inhabitants of the region fight w

ith bow
s, arrow

s, spears
and som

e rifles. T
he region is reduced to central (A

fghan)
rule and its inhabitants are forced to accept Islam

 1901.

1895
 

R
ussia and B

ritish India leave the W
akhan C

orridor to
A

fghanistan as a neutral border betw
een their tw

o em
pires

and C
hina.

1896
 

T
he Pam

irs becom
e the last region captured by the

R
ussians.

1897
M

ar.

T
ajikistan's cultural icon, A

hm
ad M

akhdum
 D

onish (b.
1826), passes aw

ay. B
ored w

ith B
ukhara schools, D

onish
taught him

self all there w
as to know

 at his tim
e about the

natural sciences and the arts. H
is three trips to R

ussia on
behalf of the B

ukhara am
irs added to the depth of that

know
ledge. H

is legacy includes a concise essay on T
ajik

history as w
ell as a valuable book entitled N

avodir al-
V

aqoye' (Singular E
vents).

1897
9 M

ar
Jam

al al-D
in al-A

fghani, philosopher and politician, w
ho

endeavored to unite the Islam
ic w

orld against W
estern

interests, passes aw
ay.

1897
28 Sept.

M
ukhtar A

uezov is born to a nom
ad fam

ily in C
hingistan.

1898
 

A
ndijan rises against the R

ussians.

1898
 

A
li M

onsieur, an intellectual from
 T

abriz form
s one of the

first centres of the anti-despotic struggle in Iran.

1898
17 M

ay

T
he inhabitants of A

ndijan in the ferghana V
alley kill

som
e 22 R

ussian soldiers to discourage R
ussian advance

into the the V
alley. T

he R
ussian arm

y quells the rebellion
and executes 200 m

ilitants.

1900
 

B
etw

een 1900 and 1905, R
ussian w

orkers in A
shkebad go

on strike.

1900
 

T
he new

spaper "B
ukhara-i Sharif" is published for the first

tim
e.
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1901
29 M

ay
B

ritish discover oil in southern Iran and proceed to gain
concessions for exploitation, refining, and transport of the
crude w

orldw
ide. A

fter receiving 12,000 pounds sterling and
a cut of the profits, M

uzaffar al-D
in Shah (1896-1907) grants

the rights.

 Iranians, questioning the legitim
acy of the agreem

ent,
dem

and an assem
bly to exam

ine the docum
ent and a

constitution according to w
hich sim

ilar decisions could be
reached in a public forum

.

1902
 

T
aqi A

rani w
as born in T

abriz.

1902
 

T
he Socialist R

evolutionary Party is form
ed in R

ussia w
ith

w
idespread support am

ong the m
asses and the intellectuals.

1903
 

Sadeq H
edayat is born.

1903
 

In A
fghanistan, A

bdurrahm
an K

han passes aw
ay. H

e is
succeeded by H

abibullah K
han. H

abibiyyeh C
ollege--first

secondary school--opens in K
abul.

1903
 

T
he W

right brothers introduce the first pow
ered flight in a

light airplane.

1904
 

T
he political group called H

em
m

at (A
spiration) is founded in

B
aku to organize social dem

ocratic activities am
ong the

w
orking peoples of A

zarbaijan and Iran.

1904
 

H
eidar A

m
ou O

ghly and others organize the first cells of the
revolutionary party called the Social D

em
ocrats of Iran in the

city of M
ashad.

1904
 

B
ozorg A

lavi is born in T
ehran. H

e studied in G
erm

any and is
the author of a num

ber of books including "H
er E

yes". H
e

w
as a m

em
ber of the A

rani group and of R
ab'a.

1904
 

Japan defeats R
ussia in the R

usso-Japanese w
ar.

1904
6 Jul.

A
bai K

unanbaev, founder of m
odern K

azakh literature, passes
aw

ay.

1905
 

B
adakhshan is annexed by R

ussia; the R
ussian D

um
a rules

that all land in T
urkestan belongs to the R

ussian E
m

pire.
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1905
 

Peasant and w
orker discontent along w

ith dem
ands for greater

participation in governm
ent culm

inate in the first R
ussian

revolution. T
he officials of Im

perial R
ussia successfully

suppress R
ussia’s first revolution. T

hey do not, how
ever,

succeed in extinguishing the burning causes of the revolt.

1905
 

A
lash O

rda, the K
azakh nationalist party, is founded.

1906
 

B
etw

een 1906 and 1916 close to 1,400,000 R
ussian

agriculturalists enter K
azakhstan displacing large num

bers of
nom

adic K
azakhs w

ho m
ove to C

hinese T
urkistan.

1906
 

In R
ussia, the first dem

ocratic parliam
ent, the dum

a, m
eets.

1906
 

14,000 protesters occupy the B
ritish L

egation; M
uzzafar al-

D
in Shah grants a constitution.for Iran.

1906
 

T
he O

renburg-T
ashkent line is com

pleted.

1907
 

R
ussia and B

ritain divide Iran, A
fghanistan, and T

ibet am
ong

them
selves as zones of influence.

1907
 

A
nglo-R

ussian C
onvention divides Iran, A

fghanistan and
T

ibet into zones of influence,

1907
31 A

ug.
R

ussia and B
ritain define their zones of interest in C

entral
A

sia. A
m

ir H
abibullah of A

fghanistan w
ho had been left out

of the discussion refuses to sign the C
onvention of St.

Petersburg.

1908
 

T
he Y

oung T
urks revolution establishes Pan-Islam

ism
 and

Pan-T
urkism

 as the tw
in pillars of O

ttom
an rule in T

urkey.
A

nw
ar Pasha, T

al’at Pasha, and Jam
al Pasha are not only the

founders but the ardent prom
oters of the creation of w

hat is
called by Z

ia G
okalp as the "G

reater T
uran," com

prising
A

natolia, the C
aucacsus. T

rans-caspia, and C
entral A

sia. In
spite of R

ussian and B
ukharan vigilance, T

urkish spies
penetrate B

ukhara to spread Pan-T
urkist and Pan-Islam

ic
ideas throughout the region.

1908
00 Jun.

M
uham

m
ad A

li shells the M
ajles; suspends the constitution.

1909
 

T
he Y

oung B
ukharans m

ovem
ent is established in B

ukhara.

1909
 

C
lose to a hundred R

ussian and native schools are in
operation in T

urkestan.
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1909
 

T
he "B

ukhara M
ission for the Spread of U

seful K
now

ledge
A

m
ong the Public" is form

ed. T
his M

ission, helped by the
"Party of U

nity and Porgress," facilitates the m
ovem

ent of
T

urkish spies into C
entral A

sia so that according to Stolypin,
w

ithin a year the num
ber of T

urkish visitors is increased by
one half.

1910
 

T
he Shi'a - Sunni conflict requires the entrance of R

ussian
troops into the E

m
irate of B

ukhara.

1910
 

"Societies," like the "Student A
ssociation" in Istanbul are

created to serve as liason betw
een Istanbul and C

entral A
sia

for the im
port of T

urkish nationalism
 into the region.

1910
 

T
he unrest in R

ussia reaches C
entral A

sia. In K
ani B

adom
, oil

w
orkers go on strike dem

anding an increase in pay and
reduction in w

ork hours. T
hey w

in.

1910
 

R
ealizing that his rulership depends on the ignorance of his

subjects, A
m

ir A
lim

khan (r. 1910-1920) m
akes an all-out

attem
pt at reviving Pan-Islam

ism
, i.e., a union of all Islam

ic
states against the w

est, but fails.

1910
 

K
abul and Jalalabad are linked by telephone line.

1911
 

Stolypyn, the pow
erful R

ussian Prim
e M

inister, is killed.

1911
 

In Iran, M
uham

m
ad A

li is replaced by his eleven-year-old
son, A

hm
ad; the parliam

ent is restored. A
nglo-Persian O

il
C

om
pany is form

ed; Iran rem
ains in B

ritish (south) and
R

ussian (north) spheres of influence; A
badan refinery

com
pleted.

1911
 

In A
fghanistan, M

ahm
ud T

arzi publishes Siraj al-A
khbar.

1911
 

M
ahm

ud T
arzi’s biw

eekly new
spaper Siraj al-A

khbar begins
publication.

1912
 

T
he A

lash O
rda party is established am

ong the K
azakhs.
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1912
 

In N
av, a group of debtors assail the house of a m

oney-lender
and burn their IO

U
’s. T

he situation in B
ukhara is depressing.

T
he bais and bourgeois, supported by R

ussia, oppress the
m

asses. T
he A

m
ir, feeling free from

 R
ussian criticism

, takes
tw

o thirds of every household’s assets and enslaves w
om

en
and children. O

ther than R
ussia, the A

m
ir’s supporters are

foreign bankers w
ho receive a series of concessions for

buying B
ukhara’s best lands for future developm

ent.

1912
11 Jun.

T
he R

ussian official in charge of internal affairs confirm
s the

existence of a "spy ring" connecting C
entral A

sia to Istanbul.
M

unnavvarqari A
bdurashidov, a new

-m
ethod school

principal, could have served as the chief of operations for the
"com

m
unication system

" thus established. H
is repeated

travels to Ferghana and other regions supports the notion that
he w

as highly placed in the ranks.

In subsequent years, especially during W
orld W

ar I, the
nationalists am

ong w
hose ranks Pan-T

urkists and Pan-
Islam

ists can be nam
ed, singled out R

ussia as their num
ber

one enem
y. T

hey tried to rally M
uslim

 peasants and w
orkers

to their side. T
heir efforts, how

ever, w
ere frustrated by the

very nature of their cause. C
entral A

sian peasants and farm
ers

knew
 that a bourgeois-based m

ovem
ent w

ould never have
sym

path w
ith the needs of peasants and w

orkers.

1913
 

A
n uprising in H

issar involving the M
ullo B

achcha of H
issar

and a R
ussian m

erchant.

1913
 

O
f the 30 m

illion golden sum
 assets of the A

m
ir of B

ukhara, 1
m

illion gold sum
s is spent on soldiers and guards, 10,000 gold

sum
s is spent on m

anagers and servants, 1 m
illion gold sum

s
is spent on expensive gifts, and 100,000 gold sum

s is spent on
other things. N

ot a sum
 is spent on education, health care, etc.

1914
 

R
ussian enters W

orld W
ar I leading to the fall of the

R
om

anov dynasty in February 1917. A
 Provisional

governm
ent aim

ing at a liberal constitutional regim
e takes

over.

1914
 

A
 m

ajor railw
ay connecting K

rasnovodsk and M
oscow

 to
T

ashkent is com
pleted.
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1914
 

U
prising in K

ulab against the A
m

ir’s officials w
ho dem

and
native conscripts; the T

erm
ez-B

ukhara railroad is com
pleted.

1914
 

Sardar M
uham

m
ad N

adir K
han becom

es the A
fghan

C
om

m
ander-in-C

hief; A
fghanistan declares neutrality in

W
W

I.

1915
 

T
he price of com

m
on com

m
odities in C

entral A
sia is raised to

nearly three tim
es of the pre-w

ar prices.

1916
 

T
he Social D

em
ocratic Party of A

zerbaijan is form
ed in B

aku.
M

em
bers are intellectuals from

 Iranian A
zerbaijan. T

heir
platform

 includes the right of w
orkers to organize and strike;

an eight-hour day; old age pensions; a progressive incom
e tax;

redistribution of land; and freedom
 of speech, press and

public m
eetings.

1916
 

Junaid K
han captures K

hiva.

1916
 

300,000 K
azakhs leave their ancestral lands and flee to

X
injian.

1916
 

Social-D
em

ocrat Party of A
zerbaijan is form

ed in B
aku.

1916
 

A
n uprising resulting from

 R
ussian dem

ands for native
w

orkers behind the lines begins in K
hojand and spreads into

Ferghana, N
am

angan, T
ashkent, and Sam

arqand. D
em

and is
for 400,000 soldiers. L

ack of m
en to w

ork in the fields results
in a devastating fam

ine in C
entral A

sia.

1916
 

T
he position of the Jadids vis-a-vis the anti-Im

perial forces
w

as m
ore pro-R

ussia than pro-B
ukharan, a situation that

could point to their political duplicity. In fact, the Jadids w
ere

w
aiting for the R

ussian revolution to change the face of their
region entirely.

1916
 

Instruction of Pashto is instituted in H
abibiyyeh C

ollege

1916
25 Jun.

E
m

pror N
icholas II orders C

entral A
sian m

ales betw
een 19

and 44 years of age to cooperate w
ith the R

ussian arm
y in the

front by providing necessary behind-the-line assistance.
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1916
3 Jul.

K
hujand Police C

om
m

issioner requests to m
eet w

ith the city
elders and discuss the ram

ifications of the decree. M
ore than a

thousand people gather in the Shaykh m
osque to m

eet w
ith

him
.

1916
4 Jul.

In K
hujand as in other areas, R

ussian officials begin the
process of sending eligible m

en to the front. T
he populace

resists and asks for the anullm
ent of the 25 Jun. Im

perial
O

rder. T
he officials continue to carry out the Im

erial O
rder.

T
he citizens of K

hujand and peasants from
 nearby areas,

revolt and kill som
e of the officials. From

 K
hujand, the revolt

spreads into T
ashkent and then to other regions.

1916
7 Jul.

L
ikashin sends in a request for m

ilitary assistance to prevent
further bloodshed.

1916
10 Jul.

M
. N

. V
olkov, T

urkistan D
istrict A

ssistant D
irector, reports

that the rich continue to force the poor to take their places as
w

ell as the places of their relatives and fam
ilies at the front.

T
his, he believes, m

ight result in a revolt w
hereby the poor

w
ould kill the rich just to save their kin from

 certain death at
the front.

1916
12 Jul.

L
akashin travels to K

hujand and observes the situation first
hand. H

e also explains the im
port of the 25 Jun. decree to

those w
ho w

ould listen.

1916
17 Jul.

L
akashin reports the gravity of the situation in K

hujand
indicating the grim

 m
ood of the people w

ho had believed
K

aufm
an’s prom

ise that no C
entral A

sian m
ales w

ould be
recruited for the next fifty years.

1916
21 Jul.

T
he residents of Q

istakuz and Isfara com
e to K

hujand to
prevent four m

en w
ho had been apprehended as rabble rousers

in the K
hujand uprising from

 being punished. T
he K

hujand
elders m

eet the leaders of the group outside the city and
convince them

 to return their tow
nsm

en to their cities.

1916
1 A

ug.
T

w
o peasant groups of 200 and 250 from

 G
honchi com

e to
K

hujand to force the governm
ent stop recruitm

ent. T
hey are

dispersed by the police.
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1916
9 A

ug.
R

evolt in G
honch results in the takeover of the governm

ent
center.

1917
 

K
azakhs declare their independence from

 R
ussia by

establishing an autonom
ous republic.

1917
 

D
irect R

ussian im
perialist influence in Iran ends.

1917
 

B
olsheviks renounce all R

ussian claim
s to O

ttom
an land.

1917
 

R
ussian em

igrants in B
ukhara w

elcom
e the B

olshevik
R

evolution inspite of the A
m

ir's rejectioin of the sam
e.

A
dvised by R

ussians, A
lim

 K
han restructures his governm

ent
and inlcude a num

ber of Jadids in his cabinet; including Sadr-
i Z

ia.

1917
 

T
ow

ards the end of 1917, T
urkestan is in chaos. It does not

know
 w

hether to denounce the E
m

peror, support the
E

m
poreror, or follow

 the dictates of K
erensky.

1917
 

D
uring the sum

m
er of 1917, the Q

adim
is break aw

ay from
 the

Shura and form
 U

lem
a Jam

eti headed by Sher A
li L

iapin of
A

k M
asjid.

1917
 

B
etw

een 1917 and 1936, the B
olsheviks contended w

ith
intellectuals w

ho w
ould not totally accept Soviet dicta. T

he
tow

ns in the Ferghana V
alley, especially K

okand, cities in
Sem

irechie, Pishpek, V
erny, and D

ushanbe are am
ong those

m
ost vocal.

1917
 

B
etw

een 1917 and 1924, the M
uslim

 population of C
entral

A
sia tried to m

ake itself independent of R
ussian rule. B

ut the
Soviets, w

ho took over from
 the R

ussians, reestablished their
hegem

ony over the region so that, by 1936, all of C
entral A

sia
w

as redraw
n into ethnic-based national entities dependent on

M
oscow

 culturally, ideologically, and econom
ically.

1917
 

B
eginning in 1917, and until the end of the 1950’s, the nam

es
of Soviet cities w

ere changing. T
he nam

es of the leaders of
the revolution, especially L

enin and Stalin, w
ere displacing

the nam
es of the ethnic heroes now

 put dow
n as B

asm
achis

and troublem
akers.
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1917
27 F

eb.
T

he R
evolution in R

ussia establishes the T
ashkent C

om
m

ittee
of the Provisional G

overnm
ent and the T

ashkent Soviet of
W

orker's and Peasant's D
eputies.

1917
27 F

eb.
R

evolution in Petrograd results in the overthrow
 of the tsar

and in the form
ation of soviets.

1917
8 M

ar.
R

ussian residents of B
ukhara along w

ith C
entral A

sian and
B

ukharan railroad w
orkers take over the city’s adm

inistrative
centers displacing the officials of the tem

porary governm
ent.

1917
17 M

ar.
T

he Q
adim

ists and the Jadidists set up Shurai Islam
iyya

(Islam
ic C

ouncil) in T
ashkent. T

he SI is pro-tsarist and
supports Pan-T

urkism
 and Pan-Islam

ism
. It also stands for

national and religious custom
izing w

ithin R
ussia.

1917
31 M

ar.
T

he E
xecutive C

om
m

ittee of the U
nited W

orkers and Soldiers
of T

ashkent along w
ith the depututies of the peasants and

M
uslim

 soviets decide to disband the G
ubernatorship of

T
urkistan. R

ather than introducing any new
 m

easures, this
and the other m

eetings called by M
uslim

 and T
urkish fronts

seek to retain the old order, prom
ote capitalism

, and support
the bais and the m

ullahs. Jadid leaders like M
. B

ehbudi,
M

unavvarqari A
bdurashidov, and A

bdurauf Fitrat are am
ong

the prom
oters of Pan-T

urkism
 and Pan-Islam

ism
 at this tim

e.

1917
00 A

pr.
L

enin affirs the right of all nations w
ithin R

ussia to separation
from

 R
ussia and to form

 independent states of their ow
n.

1917
00 A

pr.
B

olshevik policy tow
ard nationalities is codified at the 7th

Social D
em

ocratic Party congress -- aw
arded M

uslim
s to

choose their ow
n destiny, including separation from

 R
ussia.

1917
00 A

pr.
L

enin’s declaration, "W
e are for fraternal union of all

peoples..." puts the K
hans of K

hiva and B
ukhara on notice;

the O
ct. R

evolution in R
ussia, later, clearly indicates to them

that their rulership days are num
bered.

1917
7 A

pr.
A

m
ir A

lim
 K

han announces a set of reform
s that leads to the

Jadids’ display of gratefulness and the A
m

ir’s subsequent
persecution of the m

ost prom
inent m

em
bers of the Jadids.
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1917
16 A

pr.
T

he First R
egional M

uslim
 C

ongress is convened in T
ashkent

(450 deligates, 93 of them
 R

ussian). T
hey decides that the

destiny of C
entral A

sia should not be decided by R
ussia

unilaterally.

1917
23 A

pr.
T

he M
uslim

 C
ongress in T

ashkent ends. T
urkistan M

uslim
C

entral Soviet is set up as a perm
anent executive organ. T

he
T

M
C

S is led by M
ustafa C

hokaev O
ghlu (1890-1941) and M

.
K

hoja B
ehbudi (1874-1919) as w

ell as U
baidulla K

hoja and
A

sadulla K
hoja.

1917
00 M

ay
T

he Iranian Social D
em

ocrat Party E
dalat (Justice), is

founded officially in B
aku and publishes its program

 in
Persian and A

zeri.

1917
00 M

ay
M

uslim
s of R

ussia and central A
sia, at the behest of K

erensky
governm

ent, form
 the all-R

ussian M
uslim

 C
ongress.

1917
25 M

ay
K

hujand residents celebrate the return of the behind-the-front
w

orkers by form
ing the B

ehind-the-Front W
orkers U

nion.
Jura Z

akirov and A
bduqadir R

ahim
baev, w

ell-know
n veterans

of the behind-the-front era are elected to its presidium
.

1917
00 Jun.

T
he second national m

eeting in T
ashkent em

phasizes the need
for disbanding clerical, bourgeois establishm

ent and
prom

oting proletarian self-consciousness am
ong M

uslim
s.

1917
3 Sept

Second M
uslim

 C
entral A

sia C
ongress is convened. It

recognizes Sam
arqand, Ferghanai, Syr D

ariya and
T

ranscaspia as T
urkistan Federal R

epublic w
ithin R

ussia. T
he

C
onference opposes cotton m

onoculture and urges cultivation
of all food grains.

1917
12 Sept

R
adicals displace the E

xecutive C
om

m
ittee of T

ashkent
Soviet of soldiers and w

orkers, arrest the local officials of the
Provisional G

overnm
ent, and take over the m

ilitary com
m

and.
T

he Shurai Islam
iya and the U

lem
a Jam

eti m
ove to K

okand,
now

 the center of opposition against T
ashkent Soviet. T

he
line betw

een the Jadid enlighteners and the prom
oters of

Islam
ic rule, i.e. the Shurai Islam

iyya and the U
lem

a Jam
eti

becom
es defined.
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1917
25 O

ct.
A

s a result of events in R
ussia, the T

ashkent Soviet seizes
pow

er from
 the T

ashkent C
om

m
ittee.

1917
25 O

ct.
L

enin returns from
 exile and leads the B

olsheviks in their
coup to seize pow

er from
 the m

onarchists.

1917
00 N

ov.
T

he W
hite C

ossacks, under the com
m

and of A
tam

an D
utov,

cut off C
entral A

sia from
 E

uropean R
ussia.

1917
00 N

ov.
In T

ashkent, the B
olsheviks create a C

ouncil of People's
C

om
m

issars to off set the pow
er of the M

ensheviks in
K

okand.

1917
15 N

ov.
B

y decree of the T
hird R

egional C
ongress of Soviets in

T
ashkent, M

uslim
s are excluded from

 local governm
ent.

1917
15 N

ov.
T

he B
olsheviks D

eclare that all nations w
ithin R

ussia have
the right to secede and that M

uslim
s are free to practice their

faith.

1917
25 N

ov.
T

he Fourth C
entral A

sian M
uslim

 C
ongress in K

okand
creates the M

uslim
 Provisional G

overnm
ent of A

utonom
ous

T
urkestan.

1917
00 D

ec.
T

he authority of T
ashkent governm

ent is recognized in the
m

ain cities of T
urkistan.

1917
5 D

ec.
T

he A
lash O

rda, an independent m
ovem

ent, is established as
a barrier against the spread of C

om
m

unism
 into the K

azakh
steppe.

1917
13 D

ec.
A

utonom
y of T

urkistan is declared in T
ashkent. Shari’a is

restored and private ow
nership of land and enterprise is

reestablished.

1917
22 D

ec.
B

ekhbudi, a leader in the K
okand governm

ent, declares that
the aim

 of the K
okand autonom

y is "presevation of land,
property, and religion."

1918
 

B
etw

een 1918 and 1920, a C
ivil W

ar betw
een the W

hites and
the new

 R
ed governm

ent rages. T
he W

hite arm
ies are assisted

by E
uropean pow

ers and Japan, U
SA

, and C
anada.

1918
 

E
nw

er Pasha w
as tried in absentia and w

as sentenced to death.
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1918
 

T
he defeat of the K

okand A
utonom

ous governm
ent and the

W
hite C

ossacks in Sem
irechye led to the consolidation of

B
olshevik rule in present-day K

yrgyzstan.

1918
 

T
urkm

enistan becom
es part of the T

urkistan A
utonom

ous
R

epublic.

1918
 

T
he B

olsheviks m
ove their capital from

 Petrograd to M
oscow

.

1918
 

Soviet decree specifies the use of the w
aters of the A

m
u and

the Syr for prom
otion of agriculture, especially cotton.

1918
 

D
uring the past four years, a one-sided trade w

ith R
ussia has

developed w
hereby T

urkestani goods are sent to R
ussia in

large am
ounts but little grain com

es back in return.

1918
00 Jan.

T
he A

utonom
ous K

okand G
overnm

ent is put on notice by the
Fourth R

egional C
ongress of Soviets in T

ashkent.

1918
00 Jan.

R
ussia pulls out its troops supporting Isfandiar, the K

han of
K

hiva, w
ho is at the m

ercy of Junaid K
han. K

hivan U
zbeks

fall to Junaid K
han w

ho im
poses strict T

urkm
en law

s,
confiscates U

zbek property, and persecutes K
hivan-Jadids. In

T
ashkent, refugee K

hivans form
 the "Y

oung K
hivan"

R
evolutionary C

om
m

ittee in exile. In tim
e, the Y

oung
K

hivans and the dissatisfied U
zbeks unites against Junaid

K
han.

1918
6 Jan.

T
he 1906 popularly elected C

onstituent A
ssem

bly in R
ussia is

dissolved by the B
olsheviks.

1918
31 Jan.

K
alesov distinguishes the K

okand autonom
y as bourgeois as

opposed to the T
ashkent Soviet w

hich he term
s popular. W

ith
this he unleashes the pow

er of the Soviets against K
okand.

K
okand, to defend itself calls on native C

entral A
sian

M
uslim

s--B
ashm

achis--to stop Soviet penetration of the
region.

1918
31 Jan.

T
roops of the T

ashkent Sovnarkom
 bom

bs K
okand.
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1918
00 F

eb.
B

etw
een February and 13 M

arch, B
olsheviks capture K

okand;
land and w

ater, taken from
 individuals, are placed under the

auspices of Sovnarkom
; beginning of the B

olshevik/feudal
conflict in the region leading to B

asm
achi uprisings and C

ivil
W

ar.

1918
11 F

eb
T

he R
ed A

rm
y razes K

okand.

1918
18 F

eb.
T

he A
utonom

ous K
okand G

overnm
ent is crushed by the

T
ashkent Soviet and the R

ed A
rm

y.

1918
20 F

eb
A

utonom
ous K

okand governm
ent is liquidated, its arm

y is
disbanded, som

e join the B
asm

achis.

1918
30 A

pr.
K

yrgyzstan becom
es part of the T

urkistan A
SS R

epublic
w

ithin the R
ussian Federation.

1919
 

K
hiva falls to the Soviets.

1919
 

M
ajles refuses to ratify the A

nglo-Persian oil-exploitation
agreem

ent. M
usaddiq, a vociferous defender of Iranian rights,

is expelled.

1919
 

T
he T

hird A
fghan W

ar leads to A
fghan Independence; A

m
ir

H
abibullah K

han is killed; A
m

anullah K
han becom

es king.

1919
25 F

eb.
A

m
ir H

abibullah is assassinated. H
e is succeeded by his son

A
m

anullah.

1919
00 Jun.

A
fghanistan recognizes the Soviet U

nion.

1919
5 Jul.

E
nver Pasha is sentences to death in absentia by an Istanbul

court.

1919
00 A

ug
E

nver Pasha visits B
olshevik leader K

aral R
adek in prison in

B
erlin. H

e is in B
erlin sem

i-legally registered as "A
li B

ey."

1919
00 A

ug.
A

ccording to the T
reaty of R

aw
alpindi, B

ritain recognizes the
independence of A

fghanistan.

1919
00 Sept.

D
utov's blockade of C

entral A
sia ends.

1919
00 O

ct.
T

he T
urkestan C

om
m

ission displaces the T
ashkent Soviet.

1919
00 N

ov.
Irgash is defeated by the R

ed A
rm

y and subsequently killed.
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1919
18 N

ov.
T

urkm
en insurgents, U

zbeks suppressed by Junaid K
han, and

the Y
oung K

hivans seek assistance from
 M

oscow
 against

Junaid K
han. T

he R
evolutionary M

ilitary C
ouncil of the

T
urkistan Front assigns G

. B
. Skalov to organize an invasion

of K
hiva.

1919
23 D

ec.
Skalov succeeds in rallying the various dissatisfied strata of
K

hiva to the cause of the Soviets. T
here are the Jadids at the

center, dissatisfied chiefs on the right and the Y
oung K

hivan
C

om
m

unists to the left.

1920
 

B
ukhara falls to the Soviets.

1920
 

T
he A

lash O
rda joins the B

olsheviks.

1920
 

T
he region of present-day K

azakhstan becom
es the K

irghiz
A

utonom
ous SS R

epublic.

1920
 

B
igam

y, K
alym

ov bride-price, and abduction of desired w
ives

am
ong the tribal people becom

e illegal.

1920
 

First C
om

m
unist Party of Iran (C

PI) is organized in G
ilan

1920
 

Soviet rule is established. T
he B

asm
achi m

ovem
ent retards

the C
enter's w

illingness to spend funds on the region.
N

evertheless, appropriate cadres--social engineers, educators,
m

echanical engineers, agronom
ists, and psychologists--flood

T
ajikistan and transform

 it into a burgeoning agricultural
enterprise in the south and a m

ajor industrial center in the
north.

1920
15 Jan.

T
he T

urkestan C
om

m
ission proposes that T

urkestan should be
divided into several separate ethnic republics.

1920
20 Jan.

T
he Fifth C

ongress of the C
om

m
unist Party of T

urkestan
proposes the form

ation of a Soviet R
epublic com

prising all
T

urkic Peoples and of a parallel T
urkic R

ed A
rm

y.

1920
23 Jan

Junaid K
han defeated, flees into the Q

ara Q
um

 D
esert.

1920
00 F

eb.
T

he T
ashkent Soviet recaptures the T

urkm
en city of

A
shkabat.

1920
00 F

eb
A

ll those appointed by previous K
hivan K

hans are replaced
by Soviet officials.
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1920
00 F

eb
L

inks betw
een E

uropean R
ussia and T

urkistan are established
after tw

o years of separation. M
. V

. Frunze arrives in
T

ashkent. H
e adm

its that there had been w
rong doings in the

past and form
s the Soviet-B

asm
achi detachm

ent.

1920
2 F

eb.
Soviet troops capture K

hiva, resulting in the abolition of the
K

hanate of K
hiva and the end of the K

ungrat dynasty.

1920
7 M

ar.
M

adam
ia acknow

ledges Soviet rule. T
he subm

ission of other
B

asm
achi leaders follow

.

1920
00 M

ay
Politburo ratifies the creation of a dem

ocratic republic in
B

ukhara; the m
anner of its creation (invasion vs internal

revolution) rem
ains a question.

1920
00 Jun.

T
he C

om
m

unist Party of Iran is organized in the port of
A

nzali in G
ilan province of Iran. It is strongest in the north

but soon spreads to the southern cities as w
ell. T

he Party's
platform

 includes expulsion of the B
ritish from

 Iran;
annulm

ent of the 1919 treaty w
hich intended to m

ake Iran a
B

ritish protectorate; E
conom

ic assistance to sm
all farm

ers;
autonom

y for G
ilan; cancellation of unequal treaties;

abolishm
ent of the Q

ajar dynasty; and exterm
ination of

feudalism
.

1920
1 A

ug.
Frunze em

ploys a tw
o-pronged attack on B

ukhara--an internal
revolution w

hereby the Soviets appear as helpers and an
m

ilitary invasion.

1920
3 A

ug.
Frunze signs the order to invade B

ukhara and nam
es the

generals w
ho should undertake com

m
and of the regim

ents.

1920
4-6 A

ug
"Y

oung B
ukharans" and the "B

ukharan C
om

m
unist Party"

join forces. T
he A

m
ir’s ow

n actions, repressive policies,
heavy taxes and unruly m

ilitary w
orks against him

.

1920
16 A

ug.
"Y

oung B
ukharans" and the "B

ukharan C
om

m
unist Party"

m
eet in a congress in C

harju.

1920
23 A

ug
R

evolutionaries seizure of C
harju, Shahri Sabz and K

erm
inah

follow
s.

1920
26 A

ug.
T

he K
azakh A

SS R
epublic is established.

1920
26 A

ug.
T

he K
irghiz SSR

epublic is established.
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1920
30 A

ug
T

he R
ed A

rm
y attacks B

ukhara.

1920
00 Sept.

Soviet troops led by G
eneral Frunze, capture B

ukhara,
resulting in the abolition of the K

hanate of B
ukhara and the

end of the M
angit dynasty.

1920
00 Sept.

A
 new

 B
ukharan governm

ent is form
ed under Faizulla

K
hujaev.

1920
1 Sept

B
etw

een Sept. 1 and Sept. 9, E
nver Pasha attends the

C
ongress of the Peoples of the E

ast in B
aku. H

e denounces
his ow

n role in W
W

I and pledges to assist the C
om

m
unists

against the im
perialists. H

e also learns aobut the Soviets’
devastation of T

urkistan since their advent to pow
er.

1920
1 Sept

T
he B

ukharan revolutionaries request assistance from
 the R

ed
A

rm
y.

1920
11 Sept

Faizullo K
hujaev's "Javon B

ukharain" joins the C
om

m
unist

Party.

1920
15 Sept.

For 3 days, the R
ed A

rm
y soldiers loot B

ukhara.

1920
5-6 O

ct
T

he 4 centuries long rule of A
m

irs over B
ukhara is

disestablished and is replaced by the B
ukharan Peoples Soviet

R
epublic.

1920
6 O

ct.
T

he People's R
epublic of B

ukhara is established under the
leadership of the Y

oung B
ukharans and the B

ukharan
C

om
m

unist Party. Faizullah K
hojaev (1896-1938) serves as

chairm
an and later on as prem

ier.

1921
 

Introduction of the N
ew

 E
conom

ic Policy (N
E

P) and the
K

ronstadt rebellion.

1921
 

T
he rise of R

eza Shah; set up of R
epublic in G

ilan

1921
 

T
he high R

evolutionary tribunal opens the case to investigate
the looting in B

ukhara.

1921
 

E
nver Pasha arrives in C

entral A
sia and assum

es the
com

m
and of the B

asm
achi m

ovem
ent.

1921
 

D
uring the Fall of 1921, the B

olsheviks (read L
enin) em

ploy
E

nver Pasha to unite the M
uslim

 of the E
ast.
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1921
 

T
he village of D

ushanbe becom
es the center of struggle

betw
een the R

ed A
rm

y and the Islam
ic resurgent B

asm
achis.

In the struggle, E
nver Pasha, a T

urkish G
eneral w

ho starts out
to the help L

enin but defects to the B
asm

achis, is killed by the
R

ed A
rm

y (1922: A
ug. 4). In O

ct. 1924, T
ajik A

SSR
, w

ith its
capital at Stalinabad, is established w

ithin U
zbekistan SSR

. A
year later, the G

orno-B
adakhshan A

utonom
ous region is

created.

1921
 

R
ussia, T

urkey, and Iran sign treaties of friendship w
ith the

new
ly form

ed A
fghan governm

ent. B
ritain recognizes the

sovrainty of A
fghanistan.

1921
15 M

ar.
T

alat Pasha is assassinated, E
nver Pasha becom

es the m
ost

prom
inent leader of "U

nion and Progress."

1921
16 M

ar.
Soviets and M

ustafa K
em

al sign the T
reaty of M

oscow
.

1921
16 M

ar.
T

he Soviets sign a peace treat;y w
ith M

ustafa K
am

al A
ta

T
urk, the very person E

nver Pasha felt the B
olshevkis w

ere to
help him

 defeat.

1921
00 M

ay
C

olonel R
eza K

han, a R
ussian-trained C

ossack officer, stages
a m

ilitary coup and becom
es Iran's M

inister of W
ar; R

usso-
Persian T

reaty is signed.

1921
17 M

ay
A

lim
 K

han and his entourage reach K
abul; he is taken to

M
uradbek. H

is sons (Shah M
urad and R

ahim
) are taken to

M
oscow

 by the B
ulsheviks. H

is assets in R
ussian banks are

taken over by the B
olsheviks.

1921
00 A

ug.
C

haos rules in eastern B
ukhara. T

he R
ed A

rm
y leaves eastern

B
etw

een A
ugust 1921 and June 1922 B

ukhara, allow
ing the

conflict betw
een A

nw
ar Pasha and Ibrahim

 B
ek w

eaken the
B

ashm
achi m

ovem
ent.

1921
12 A

ug.
U

sm
on K

hojaev captures a num
ber of T

urkish officers under
R

ussian rule and, along w
ith their C

om
m

anders and the
R

ussian C
onsul in D

ushanbe and som
e R

ussian borderguard
com

m
anders hands them

 over to the B
ashm

achis.

1921
00 O

ct.
E

nver Pasha (1881-1922) arrives in B
ukhara to assist the

Soviets.
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1921
00 O

ct.
E

nver Pasha arrives in B
ukhara via A

shgabat and M
erv.

1921
00 N

ov
E

nver Pasha leaves B
ukhara to join the B

asm
achis.

1922
 

D
efeat of the Jangali M

ovm
ent at M

anjil and abolition of the
G

ilan R
epublic by Q

avam
 al-Saltanah.

1922
 

T
he Jangali m

ovem
ent, led by M

irza K
uchik K

han, is
defeated; G

ilan R
epublic is abolished.

1922
00 Jan.

W
ith 2000 poorly arm

ed troops, E
nver Pasha advances on

D
ushanbe.

1922
14 F

eb
D

ushanbe falls to E
nver Pasha w

ho uses K
ofirnihan as his

headquarters.

1922
00 A

pr.
A

fghan volunteers join forces w
ith E

nver Pasha w
hom

 they
call Sardar.

1922
00 A

pr.
E

nver Pasha refuses Sovet offers of peace.

1922
00 Jul.

E
nver Pasha organizzes the various B

asm
achi forces into a

united force.

1922
4 A

ug.
E

nw
ar Pasha and his soldiers are surrounded by the R

ed
A

rm
y near the village of A

b-i D
ara. E

nw
ar Pasha is killed.

1922
4 A

ug
E

nver Pasha is killed by Soviet forces.

1922
00 D

ec.
T

he R
ussian Soviet Federated Socialist R

epublic (R
SFSR

) is
created. W

ithin it are the U
nion of Soviet Socialist R

epublics
and the T

urkestan and K
irghiz (K

azakh) A
SSR

s.

1923
 

Istiqlal H
igh School opens in K

abul.

1923
00 M

ar.
T

he C
entral A

siatic E
conom

ic C
ouncil that foresees the

adm
inistrative unification of the three republics (T

urkistan,
B

ukhara, K
hiva) puts the B

olsheviks on notice.

1923
00 Jun.

Stalin denounces the cult of "Sultan G
aliev" as a sign of his

dissatisfaction w
ith the M

uslim
 C

om
m

unists' efforts to set up
an independent T

urkestan.

1923
00 O

ct.
M

ustafa K
em

al becom
es the first president of T

urkey.

1923
00 N

ov.
R

eza K
han becom

es Iran's Prim
e M

inister as w
ell.

1924
 

T
he K

irghiz A
utonom

ous R
egion is form

ed.
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1924
 

"O
voz-i T

ojik" and "Shu'la-i Ingilob" are published for the
first tim

e.

1924
20 Jan.

L
enin passes aw

ay.

1924
00 F

eb
T

he C
om

m
unist Party of B

ukhara decides to divide the Soviet
R

epublic of B
ukhara into the R

epublics of U
zbekistan and

T
urkm

enistan.

1924
3 M

ar.
T

he C
aliphate is abolished.

1924
23 M

ar.
T

erritorial D
ivision C

om
m

ittee (hence T
D

C
) com

posed of 9
m

em
bers is form

ed.

1924
00 A

pr.
N

usratullo M
akhsum

 travels to T
ashkent to inquiry the

reasons for keeping the T
ajiks from

 influencing the T
erritorial

D
ivisions C

om
m

ittee decisions.

1924
00 M

ay
T

he region of K
how

st disagrees w
ith K

ing A
m

anullahs
reform

s and rebels. T
he rebellion is put dow

n w
ith the

assistance of the Soviets.

1924
4 Jun.

T
D

C
 begins its w

ork.

1924
00 Sept.

T
he B

ukhara Soviet Socialist R
epublic displaces the People's

R
epublic of B

uhkhara.

1924
00 O

ct.
T

he N
ational D

elim
itation of Soviet C

entral A
sia results in

the abolition of the T
urkestan A

SSR
, the B

ukharan SSR
, and

the K
horezm

ian SSR
 and the establishm

ent of the T
urkm

en
SSR

, the U
zbek SSR

, and the T
ajik A

SSR
 (as part of the

U
zbek SSR

).

1924
27 O

ct.
T

he Soviet Socialist R
epublic of U

zbekistan is created. T
he

C
PU

 is purged of 16,000 of its cadres.

1924
27 O

ct.
T

he decisions of the T
D

C
 regarding the creation of new

republics in C
entral A

sia is accepted by the C
entral

C
om

m
ittee of the C

P of the U
SSR

.

1925
 

Pishpek is m
ade captial of K

irghizia and renam
ed Frunze.
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1925
 

In Iran, the C
onstituent A

ssem
bly entrusts the rulership of

Iran to R
eza K

han Pahlavi (1878-1944) w
ho crow

ns him
self

Shah, abolishes capitulation, and cultivates am
icable relations

w
ith G

erm
any. H

e dissolves the C
PI and im

prisons 53 of its
m

em
bers.

 A
ll em

ployees are required to w
ear uniform

s. A
 vigorous

program
 of upgrading transportation provides roads and

services and a netw
ork of grain silos, sugar factories, and

national banks cooperates to put Iran's econom
y on a sound

basis. T
o satisfy the country's technical needs, a program

 of
training Iranians, including w

om
en, abroad is devised.

M
arriages and divorces are registered by governm

ental
officials. A

 teachers training college and Iran's first university
becom

e operational. In foreign correspondence, Iran's official
nam

e is changed from
 Persia to Iran. (In Iran, the country's

nam
e has alw

ays been Iran.)

1925
 

"B
idori-i T

ojik" and "D
onish/B

inish" are published for the
first tim

e.

1925
 

A
. L

ahuti is appointed head of Soviet State L
iterature.

1925
 

L
ahuti brings a printing press to T

ajikistan from
 T

erm
ez to

begin publication of new
spapers and textbooks.

1925
 

O
nly 4 books are published in the T

ajiki language in the
A

utonom
ous R

epublic of T
ajikistan w

ithin U
zbekistan; 268

books are published in U
zbeki in the sam

e year.

1925
14 F

eb.
T

he T
urkm

enstan SS R
epublic is created.

1925
15 M

ar.
T

he T
ajik A

utonom
us SSR

 is created.

1925
00 A

pr.
T

he K
azakh A

utonom
ous SSR

 replaces the K
irghiz

A
utonom

ous SSR
.

1925
12 M

ay
T

he A
utonom

ous SS K
irghiz R

epublic becom
es the

autonom
ous SS K

azakh R
epublic.

1925
00 N

ov.
In Iran, the C

onstituent A
ssem

bly term
inates Q

ajar rule; R
eza

K
han heads a tem

porary governm
ent.

1926
 

C
ars are seen in D

ushanbe for the first tim
e (1924 in C

entral
A

sia).
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1926
 

A
m

ir A
m

anullah is entitled "Shah."

1926
1 F

eb.
T

he K
irghiz A

utonom
ous R

epublic is established; first purge
of the K

irghiz com
m

unists from
 the IC

PC
..

1927
 

In the Soviet U
nion, L

ev T
rotsky loses his "global socialism

"
battle against Stalin w

ho advocates "socialism
 in one place."

H
e is expelled from

 the Party.

1927
 

A
 com

m
ittee is set up to L

atinize the Farsi-based T
ajiki

alphabet w
ithin 5 years.

1927
 

In afghanistan, the new
spaper "A

nis" begins publication in
D

ari. Iran and A
fghanistan sign a non-aggression treaty. K

ing
A

m
anullah visits India, E

gypt, Italy, France, B
elgium

,
G

erm
any, Sw

eden, E
ngland, Poland, T

urkey, R
ussia. A

nd
Iran.

1928
 

B
etw

een 1928 and 1931, the first Five Y
ear Plan for rapid,

forced industrialization and collectivization of agriculture
goes into effect.

1928
 

T
he first group of K

azakh nationalists is liquidated.

1928
 

B
etw

een 1928 and 1932, Stalin’s transform
ation of Soviet

society begins w
ith the introduction of heavy industry but is

confronted w
ith severe peasant resistance. T

o establish the
"dictatorship of the m

asses," therefore, Stalin transform
s all

the form
s into K

olkhozes (collective farm
s) and Sovkhozes

(State farm
s).

1928
 

Islam
ic courts and w

aqfs are abolished.

1928
 

W
ithin tw

o years, the L
atin script replaces the A

rabic
alphabet throughout Soviet C

entral A
sia.

1928
 

A
 five-year plan for collectivization of Soviet C

entral A
sian

goes into operation.

1928
 

A
bduqodir M

uhiddinov confesses that he had com
prom

oised
his T

ajik identity by follow
ing the dictates of pan-T

urkism
.

1928
 

B
accha Saqqa rises in the m

ountains of M
aim

ana and K
abul.

1928
00 A

pr.
T

urkey, declared a secular state, adopts the L
atin script.
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1929
 

R
eza Shah steps up the suppression of the C

om
m

unist
m

ovem
ent and passes a bill through the parliam

ent banning
all C

om
m

unist activity in Iran. B
etw

een 1929 and 1936, the
C

om
m

unist Party operated underground w
here it developed

its intellectual cells.

1929
 

L
atin script replaces the A

rabic script used by U
zbeks.

1929
 

Stalin’s forced collectivization program
 w

hich requires the
nom

adic peoples of C
entral A

sia to settle results in a m
ajor

failure. In K
azakhstan alone 14.5 m

illion people starve to
death or are killed. L

arge num
ber of C

entral A
sians m

ove east
into C

hina’s T
urkistan to live w

ith and am
ong the U

ighurs.

1929
 

First airplane flies from
 D

ushanbe to B
ukhara. Sim

ilarly first
train, radio and w

ireless in T
ajikistan.

1929
 

T
he daily "Islah" is published in Pashtu. A

m
anullah resigns

from
 kingship. H

is brother, ‘Inayatullah, resigns after 3 days.
B

accha Saqqa becom
es king. H

e calls him
self A

m
ir

H
abibullah. N

adir K
han captures K

abul and claim
s rulership.

B
accha Saqqa is killed.

1929
14 Jan.

T
he unpopular reform

s of K
ing A

m
anullah bring his rule to a

standstill. H
e abdicates. H

is brother, E
nayatullah, w

ho had led
the rebellion against the king, becom

es king.

1929
4 Sept.

K
hujand, the future center of culture and politics of the

republic, is added to T
ajikistan raising its population to 1

m
illion and its status to that of an independent republic w

ithin
the U

SSR
; D

ushanbe becom
es the capital of T

ajikistan SSR
15 O

ctober). T
he old script is referred to as a relic of the

"Jadid" past.

1929
17 O

ct.
M

uham
m

ad N
adir Shah, a m

oderate reform
ist aligned w

ith
the clergy, becom

es king of A
fghanistan. T

ribal life and tribal
rules like consensus and L

oya Jirgah reenter A
fghan society.

1930
 

T
hus far, T

ajikistan has been ruled by N
usratullo M

akhsum
L

utfulloev, Shirinshah Shatim
ur, C

hinor Im
om

ov,
A

bdullqadir M
uhiddim

ov, and A
bdurrahim

 H
ajibaev.
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1930
 

T
he T

urk-Sib (T
urkistan-Siberian) railw

ay opens the w
ay to

the Soviets’ colonialization and control of C
entral A

sia and
the east.

1930
 

B
ukharin bans "N

am
unaho-i adabiyyot-i T

ojik, " calling it a
book detrim

ental to socialist thought.

1930
 

T
ajikistan undergoes a profound transform

ation from
 a

collection of m
edieval cities, rural tow

ns, and qishlaqs into a
republic w

ith a considerable industrial and agricultural
econom

y. People's m
indset, too, changes from

 predom
inantly

rural to urban.

 A
 num

ber of purges (1931-1937) take place in the
C

om
m

unist Party of the new
ly-form

ed republic; Ibrahim
 B

eg,
the chief B

asm
achi leader, is executed.

1930
 

In A
fghanistan, N

adir Shah confirm
s support for the treaties

signed in 1921 and1923.

1931
 

B
asm

achi rebel Ibrahim
 B

eg is executed.

1931
 

First T
ajik m

otion picture "W
hen the A

m
irs D

ie" is released.

1931
31 O

ct.
A

 new
 constitution establishes the H

anafi school of Sunni
Islam

 as the official religion of A
fghanistan.

1932
 

Iraq em
erges as a nation and joins the L

eague of N
ations. A

n
attem

pt is m
ade to clarify the boundary betw

een Iran and Iraq
as w

ell as to determ
ine w

ho should control the Shatt.

1932
 

In a second w
ave (first w

ave w
as in 1916), ethnic K

azakhs
flee their hom

eland. T
his tim

e they w
ere fleeing from

 forced
Soviet collectivization. A

ltogether, over 1,000,000 K
azakhs

fled to C
hina.

1932
 

L
ast B

ashm
achi incursions occur in the M

aschah and G
harm

regions before the new
 era begins.

1932
00 M

ar.
T

he K
arakalpak region southeast of L

ake A
ral is taken aw

ay
from

 A
SS K

azakh R
epublic and placed in SS R

epublic of
U

zbekistan.
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1933
23 Jun.

R
udzutak, central C

om
m

unist Party C
om

m
ittee appointee,

begins reform
s of B

ukhara adm
inistration by replacing its key

figures. A
bdullo R

ahim
baev is appointed C

entral C
om

m
ittee

Secretary.

1933
8 N

ov.
M

uham
m

ad Z
ahir Shah ascends the throne of A

fghanistan
and continues the m

oderate reform
s of his father.

1934
 

In spite of D
r. A

rani's efforts, the C
om

m
unist Party of Iran is

dissolved.

1934
 

U
nion of T

ajik w
riters is form

ed.

1934
 

T
he L

iterary C
ircle at K

abul is inaugurated. N
adir Shah is

killed. H
is son, M

uham
m

ad Z
ahir Shah becom

es king. H
is

uncle, H
ashim

 K
han, becom

es Prim
e M

inister.

1934
1 D

ec
Sim

eon K
irov, L

enin’s favorite C
om

m
unist leader to succeed

him
, is m

urdered in Sm
olni castle. T

his is the beginning of
Stalin's reign of terror.

1935
 

T
urkey helps settle dispute betw

een Iran and A
fghanistan.

1936
 

B
etw

een 1936 and 1937 A
rani, B

ozorg A
lavi and 51 other

collaborators of the C
om

m
unist Party of Iran are arrested and

incarcerated.

1936
 

B
etw

een 1936 and 1941, the period usually referrd to as the
"G

reat Purge," the am
ount of forced labor increased

dram
atically. A

n esitm
ated 8 m

illion Soviets served sentences
of m

ore than ten years in gulags controlled by the N
K

V
D

.
M

any C
entral A

sian leaders w
ho had participated in the

independence m
ovem

ent could be found am
ong the inm

ates.

1936
 

K
arakalpak A

utonom
ous SSR

 is incorporated into U
zbek

SSR
.

1936
 

Pashtu becom
es A

fghan national language.

1936
 

Pashto is given preference over D
ari as the official language

of A
fghanistan.

1936
00 M

ar.
T

he K
arakalpak A

.S.S.R
. is rem

oved from
 K

azakhstan and
placed in SSR

 of U
zbekistan.
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1936
5 D

ec.
A

SS R
epublic of K

azakhstan becom
es the constituent of the

SSR
epublic of K

azakhstan.

1936
5 D

ec.
T

he K
irghiz SSR

 is established as a constituent republic in the
U

SSR
.

1936
5 D

ec.
T

he K
azakh and K

irghiz SSR
s are created.

1937
 

T
he Shatt is recognized as an international w

aterw
ay. Iran is

given the right of use of the river for four m
iles in front of

K
horram

shahr and A
badan.

1937
 

T
housands of K

yrgyz m
em

bers of the C
P of K

yrgyzstan are
purged.

1937
 

T
he 28 m

em
bers of the U

nion of W
riters of T

ajikistan are
divided into 2 groups of 14. E

ach group w
riting articles

detrim
ental to the other.

1937
 

N
usrataullo M

akhsum
 is sentenced to death.

1937
 

E
leven T

urkish officers are accepted in A
fghanistan as

consultants. T
he Sa'd A

bad T
reaty am

ong Iran, A
fghanistan,

and T
urkey is signed.

1938
 

T
he T

roika executioners sentenced people in absentia.

1938
00 M

ar.
U

zbek C
om

m
unist leaders Faizullah K

hojaev and A
km

al
Ikram

ov are executed.

1939
 

L
arge num

bers of W
hite R

ussians, pursued by the R
ed A

rm
y,

em
igrate to Iran; Iran announces im

partiality in W
W

II; A
llies

(B
ritain from

 the south, Soviets from
 the north) invade Iran.

R
eza Shah abdicates in favor of his son, M

uham
m

ad R
eza, a

figurehead ruler.

1939
 

W
ithin a couple of years, the C

yrillic script replaces the L
atin

A
lphabet in Soviet C

entral A
sia.

1940
 

T
aqi A

rani, one of the m
ajor leaders of the C

om
m

unist Party
of Iran is poisoned. H

e w
as educated in T

ehran and G
erm

any.
A

s a university professor, he changed his interest from
nationalism

 to socialism
 then to M

arxism
. In T

ehran, he
form

ed discussion groups and Published the new
spaper

"D
onya".
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1940
 

In U
zbekistan C

yrillic script replaces L
atin script.

1940
 

E
ntire regions, like T

avil-D
ara, G

harm
, V

akhsh, and
Q

urqanteppe choose to respect their ancient traditions of land
m

anagem
ent and Islam

ic traditions. K
now

n as W
ahhabis, they

institute their ow
n schools, hire their ow

n teachers, and
organize their ow

n society. E
ven today, this region continues

to be a hotbed of M
uslim

 resistance.

 D
uring W

orld W
ar II, in order to safeguard against m

ass
protests, the com

m
unists allow

 m
oderate im

provem
ents in the

lives of select groups of T
ajiks... . 233,000 houses, m

any
schools, health centers, and recreation areas are built and
given to deserving Sovietized "M

uslim
" fam

ilies. A
ccess to

know
ledge, how

ever, rem
ains lim

ited. R
ather than training

T
ajiks for the future, m

ore factories and low
-level jobs are

created.

1941
 

A
llied troops, m

ostly Soviet and B
ritish, m

ove into Iran; R
eza

Shah abdicates.

1941
 

B
etw

een 1941 and 1945, A
m

erican cargo consisting of
m

etals, food, jeeps, airplanes, and the like, w
as shipped from

B
ushire and K

hurram
shahr on the Persian G

ulf to C
halus on

the C
aspian Sea. T

hat w
hole sector of w

estern Iran w
as under

U
S control.

1941
 

B
etw

een 1941 and 1945, large ethnic populations, especially
M

eskhetians (1944) and C
rim

ean T
atars (1954) w

hom
 Stalin

suspected of possible cooperation w
ith the G

erm
ans, w

ere
deported to C

entral A
sia and Siberia.

1941
22 Jun.

H
itler invades R

ussia; T
im

ur’s tom
b is exhum

ed.

1941
25 A

ug.
T

he A
llied Forces, having failed to convince R

eza Shah to
break Iran's ties to G

erm
any, enter Iranian territory. R

eza
Shah abdicates and his son, M

oham
m

ad R
eza, is installed in

his place.
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1941
00 Sept.

T
he T

udeh Party is form
ed to continue the activities of the

banned C
om

m
unist Party of Iran. T

he platform
 of the Party

includes release of the rest of the gang of 53; recognition of
the T

udeh Party as a legitim
ate organization; publication of a

daily new
spaper; and establishm

ent of friendly relations w
ith

the A
llies, especially the Soviet U

nion. T
he Party also asks

for the legislation of occupational insurance; procurem
ent of

individual freedom
; dem

ocratization of the econom
ic and the

political institutions; land reform
; recognition of trade unions;

right of collective bargaining; w
orking condtions and w

ork
hours; health care; education; and village cooperatives.

1942
 

W
ith the m

urder of Shah Shuja’, the D
urrani rule in

A
fghanistan com

es to an end.

1942
 

In Iran, follow
ing the sam

e ideals and operating according to
the sam

e platform
, M

arxist, pro-Soviet T
udeh Party rises from

the ashes of the outlaw
ed C

PI.

1942
 

A
s a reconciliatory m

easure and due to need for M
uslim

assistance at the front, the Soviets grant Islam
 official legal

status and establish four Spiritual D
irectorates in U

fa,
T

ashkent, M
akhach Q

ala, and B
aku.

1943
 

R
ussian defenders of L

eningrad defeat the G
erm

ans at
Stalingrad.

1943
 

U
S sends its first m

ilitary m
ission to Iran. N

ot an occupation
force, the m

ission ensures protection of U
S interests against

possible Soviet aggression.

1943
 

T
he Sa’d A

bad T
reaty is autom

atically renew
ed.

1944
 

T
he T

udeh Party claim
s that it has 25,000 m

em
bers and

captures 8 seats in the 14th M
ajlis.

1944
 

T
he largest rally in Iranian C

om
m

unist history boasts of
500,000 participants. Soviet R

ed Flag is hoisted in the Sepah
Square. T

he m
eeting is invaded by the police. M

any
m

em
ebers are arrested.

1944
 

C
hurchill, R

oosevelt, and Stalin m
eet in T

ehran, recognize
Iran as the "bridge of victory," and pledge assistance at w

ar’s
end.
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1944
 

T
udeh, claim

ing 25,000 m
em

bers, occupies 8 seats in the 14
th

M
ajles. 500,000 participate in a rally organized by the Party.

Soviet R
ed Flag is hoisted at Sepah Square.

1944
 

G
overnm

ent of A
fghanistan claim

s Jam
a al-D

in al-A
fghani to

be an A
fghan citizen and buries his supposed rem

ains under a
respectful shrine on the grounds of K

abul U
niversity.

1944
 

T
he C

entral M
uslim

 R
eligious B

oard in U
fa is split into four

"Spiritual D
irectorates," as follow

s: 1. M
uslim

 R
eligious

B
oard of C

entral A
sia and K

azakhstan at T
ashkent; 2. M

uslim
R

eligious B
oard of the E

uropean part of the U
SSR

 and
Siberia at U

fa; 3. M
uslim

 R
eligious B

oard of the N
orthern

C
aucasus at B

uynaksk; and 4. M
uslim

 R
eligious B

oard of
T

ranscaucasus at B
aku.

1944
 

L
arge num

bers of C
rim

ean T
atars, M

eskhetian T
urks, and

other C
aucasian M

uslim
s are m

oved to Soviet C
entral A

sia.

1945
 

R
eza Shah passes aw

ay in exile in Johannesburg; U
SSR

Foreign M
inister arrives in T

ehran to negotiate northern
Iranian oil concessions; A

utonom
ous R

epublic of A
zerbaijan

is proclaim
ed.

1945
 

A
m

ir A
lim

 K
han, the last M

anghit A
m

ir, passes aw
ay in

A
fghanistan.

1946
 

Iran appeals to the U
N

 Security C
ouncil against Soviet

aggression in A
zerbaijan and K

urdistan. U
N

 protects Iran’s
rights.

1946
 

In afghanistan, M
uham

m
ad H

ashim
 K

han resigns as prim
e

m
inister. M

ahm
ud K

han becom
es prim

e m
inister.

1946
 

K
abul university consisting of four faculties of m

edicine, law
,

natural sciences, and politics is established.

1947
 

T
he w

ar-tim
e alliance betw

een R
ussia and the W

est is sw
iftly

replaced by the C
old W

ar. Soviet regim
es are established

throughout E
astern E

urope.

1947
 

T
he city of T

em
irtau is established to accom

m
odate the

K
araganda M

etal W
orks.

1947
 

M
ajles rejects the Iran-Soviet oil concession.
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1948
 

T
udeh Party is at its peak.

1948
 

T
udeh at peak.

1948
6 O

ct.
E

arthquake destroys the city of A
shkhabad.

1949
 

A
n attem

pt to assassinate the Shah is not successful. T
he

T
udeh Party is blam

ed; its m
em

bers are arrested and tortured.

1949
 

T
he U

SSR
 tests it first atom

ic bom
b in northern K

azakhstan.

1949
 

U
nsuccessful attem

pt to assassinate the Shah results in
persecution of T

udeh m
em

bers.

1950
 

M
osaddeq introduces a bill in the M

ajles to create the
SA

V
A

K
 to control the underground activities of the T

udeh
Party.

1950
 

M
usaddiq introduces a bill to create SA

V
A

K
 (Secret Police).

1950
 

In T
ajikistan, in the early 1950s, m

ining, fuel, textile,
foodstuffs, and building m

aterials are a priority. Im
provem

ent
in lifestyle, m

aterially and psychologically, is also given
attention. In order to accom

m
odate w

ar veterans, tw
o cotton

processing factories are built in Q
urqanteppe, a third

hydroelectric station is built on the V
arzob.

 In the latter part of the 1950s, large tracts of m
arshland

around Q
urqanteppe, K

ulab (low
er V

akhsh), and D
ushanbe

are recovered and cultivated; the Sharsharah and the
foundation of the Sarband hydroelectric stations (both on the
upper) are com

pleted. A
 w

atershed in the building of
socialism

, this period provides m
uch of the infrastructure

required by the agricultural sector; the pro-Islam
ic policies

dictated by W
orld W

ar II are reversed.

1950
 

Pakistan seals its northern border effectively separating the
land-locked A

fghans from
 all port facilities and m

arkets to
their south.

1951
 

B
etw

een 1951 and 1953 m
ost cities of Iran are under m

ilitary
curfew

. T
udeh organizations are closed, the new

spaper,
"B

esu-ye A
yandeh," is banned.banning the paper:
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1951
 

In Iran, M
uham

m
ad M

usaddiq leads the social-dem
ocratic

N
ational Front into pow

er; oil fields are nationalized; B
ritain

sets up econom
ic blockade; T

udeh organizations are closed;
Sadeq H

edayat passes aw
ay.

1952
 

A
s Iranian econom

y w
eakens w

hile the T
udeh gains in

strength, U
S President E

isenhow
er fears C

om
m

unist takeover.

1953
 

A
fter the expulsion of the B

ritish from
 Iran, the border issue

flares up. Iranians refuse to abide by the 1937 treaty by
claim

ing that the m
edian line should form

 the boundary.

1953
 

In A
fghanistan, Shah M

ahm
ud resigns as prim

e m
inister.

D
avood K

han becom
es prim

e m
inister.

1953
00 M

ar.
Joseph Stalin passes aw

ay.

1953
5 M

ar.
Stalin passes aw

ay.

1953
00 A

ug.
T

he U
SSR

 tests its first hydrogen bom
b.

1953
00 A

ug.
M

usaddiq refuses the Shah’s suggestion and U
S’s insistence

that he should resign. Shah flees w
hile his generals and the

C
IA

 ( A
llen D

ulles, K
erm

it R
oosevelt, H

. N
orm

an
Schw

artzkopf) carry out a coup in his favor. W
ithin three

days, the Shah returns and bans all political opposition.

1953
00 Sept.

A
ided by the Soviets, Prem

ier M
uham

m
ad D

aud launches a
series of reform

s including voluntary unveiling of w
om

en.

1954
 

Iran receives aid and nom
inal control of its oil fields.

M
anagem

ent and developm
ent rights rem

ain w
ith the A

nglo-
A

m
erican consortium

.

1954
15 Jul.

In T
ajikistan, Sadriddin A

ini (b. 1878), T
ajik novelist and

literary scholar passes aw
ay. Founder of T

ajik Soviet
literature, A

ini grow
s up in rural B

ukhara, studies in B
ukhara

schools, and w
rites about B

ukhara of the turn at the century,
especially its religious schools, governm

ent, and law
. A

ini’s
R

em
iniscences is a m

ost valuable book w
ritten about the

Sovietization of C
entral A

sia.
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1954
00 D

ec.
60,000,000 acres previously used as pastureland by the
nom

adic K
azakhs form

 the basis for First Secretary of the C
P

N
ikita K

hrushchev’s ill-designed V
irgin L

ands Project. A
lack of post-production planning doom

s the project in spite of
the efforts of those exiled to kazakhstn in 1944 and m

any
others w

ho flooded the region from
 R

ussia, U
kraine, and

B
elarus as technicians. A

ltoghether 10,000,000 Soviets w
ere

added to the population of K
azakhstan.

1955
 

T
he T

udeh Party's underground organisation am
ong the

m
ilitary personnel is uncovered and a large num

ber of officers
are arrested and later executed.

1955
 

M
artial law

 in T
ehran, in effect since 1951, ends.

1956
 

K
rushchev's secret speech denounces Stalin's crim

es.
K

rushchev initiates reform
s, ends the purges and restores the

prim
acy of the Party over one-m

an rule.

1956
 

T
he T

udeh Party is internationalized and grafted to Islam
.

1956
 

T
udeh, now

 a m
em

ber of the International C
om

m
unity, is

grafted to Islam
.

1957
 

M
osaddeq's bill passes and SA

V
A

K
 is established. T

eym
ur

B
akhtiyar, a royalist takes charge, infiltrates the T

udeh, and
arrests 600 officers; confiscates T

udeh printing presses and
am

m
unition (12,000 grenades); key T

udeh m
em

bers defect to
the governm

ent.

1957
 

SA
V

A
K

 is form
ed; assem

bly of m
otor vehicles begins.

1957
 

In A
fghanistan, R

adio M
oscow

 begins a broadcast program
 in

Pashtu.

1957
16 M

ar.
A

bul Q
asim

 L
ahuti (b. 1887) passes aw

ay in M
oscow

. B
orn

in K
erm

anshah, Iran, the future T
ajik poet flees Iran in 1922

and joins the T
ajiks in their quest for suprem

acy. "K
rem

lin,"
"V

ictory," and "R
evolution" are exam

ples of the them
es he

develops.

1958
 

K
hrushchev becom

es prem
ier of the Soviet U

nion.

1958
11 M

ay
K

hosrow
 R

oozbeh, one of the prom
inent leaders of the T

udeh
Party of Iran faces the firing squad and dies.
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1959
 

T
he A

fghan-R
ussian Friendship H

ouse opens; educational
exchange betw

een A
fghanistan and T

urkey is signed.

1959
 

T
he costly H

ilm
and project in A

fghanistan, patterned on the
T

ennessee V
alley A

uthority project of the U
nited State is

com
pleted.

1959
00 M

ar.
In U

zbekistan, Sharif R
ashidov becom

es the First Secretary of
the C

PU
.

1960
 

In T
ajikistan, Jabbor R

asulov becom
es the First Secretary of

the C
PT

 (1961). L
ight industry of low

er V
akhsh is expanded

and developed. A
utom

otive industry responds to the
im

m
ediate needs of engineers, m

anagers, and farm
ers.

Furtherm
ore, a com

bination of autom
ation and the brigade

system
 leads to the expansion of irrigation and developm

ent
of som

e 13,615 hectares of land. Production of autom
otive

tools, electricity, and foodstuffs boosts both light industry and
trade; naturally, it also im

proves the lifestyle of the individual
T

ajik. T
he hydroelectric factory on the V

akhsh, the "Pam
ir"

refrigerator plant, and the H
issar H

ydrozal are prom
inent

exam
ple of this prosperous era. T

he m
ajor achievem

ent of the
Soviet T

ajiks, how
ever, is the inclusion of their textile

com
binat am

ong the textile production outlets of the U
SSR

(1966).

1960
 

R
ussia m

akes a gift of 50,000 tons of w
heat to A

fghanistan.
K

ing A
m

anullah passes aw
ay in Sw

itzerland.

1961
 

Shah abandons the A
rab L

eague for relations w
ith Israel;

secures his w
ealth in the Pahlavi Foundation, dissolves the

M
ajles, begins L

and R
eform

; M
ehdi B

azargan form
s the Iran

Freedom
 Party.

1961
 

From
 1961 to 1985 T

urdakan U
subaliev serves at the First

Secretary of K
irghiz SSR

.

1961
 

Jabbor R
asulov becom

es the First Secretary of the C
P of

T
ajikistan.

1961
O

ct.
T

he concepts of sblizhenie (X
X

X
) and sliianie (X

X
X

) are
introduced by the 22

nd C
om

m
unist Party of the Soviet U

nion
(C

PSU
) Party C

ongress.
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1961
12 A

pr.
Y

uri G
agarin becom

es the first space traveler aboard V
ostok

1.

1961
27 Jun.

M
ukhtar A

uezov, Soviet novelist and playw
right, passes

aw
ay.

1962
 

M
ass exodus of K

azakhs from
 X

injiang to Soviet C
entral

A
sia.

1962
 

Iranian am
bassador in Pakistan suggests a confederation

am
ong Iran, A

fghanistan, and Pakistan. T
ransit A

greem
ent

betw
een Iran and A

fghanistan is signed. Iran accepts Pakistan
to m

ediate in her quarrels w
ith A

fghanistan. T
he Shah of Iran

travels to K
abul and R

aw
alpindi. H

e m
eets w

ith M
uham

m
ad

Z
ahir Shah and A

yyub K
han of Pakistan. In K

w
ait, A

yyub
khan revives the concept of the confederation am

ong the three
nations against foreign aggression. Iran protests the dam

m
ing

of the H
irm

and due to loss of agricultural land.

1963
 

T
he T

udeh Party is helplessness against the reform
s

im
plem

ented by the Shah in hte course of his "W
hite

R
evolution."

1963
 

N
ational Front gains in strength. Shah urges the U

S C
ongress

for additional assistance. K
ennedy urges the Shah to gear his

econom
ic reform

s to A
m

erican interests; Islam
ic clergy

protest the Shah’s dictatorial rule.

1963
 

H
uge crop failure in R

ussia forces K
hrushchev to buy w

heat
from

 abroad.

1963
 

In afghnistan, after nine and a half years, D
aud K

han resigns
as prim

e m
inister. A

fghan and Pakistani representatives m
eet

in T
ehran to resolve the Pushtunistan problem

. T
he Shah of

Iran recognizes the Iran-A
fghanistan-Pakistan confederation

to be sound but not w
ithout flaw

.

1963
26 Jan.

T
he W

hite R
evolution, calling for land reform

, literacy, and
w

om
en’s rights is launched; opens w

ay for foreign
agribusiness ventures. C

om
panies such as D

ow
 C

hem
ical,

B
ank of A

m
erica, John D

eere, and R
oyal D

utch Shell operate
freely in Iran’s econom

ic sectors. T
udeh, w

hich had
consistently asked for sim

ilar reform
s, is helpless.
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1963
00 M

ar.
K

hom
eini denounces the W

hite R
evolution; Shah’s

com
m

andos attack a gathering at the Faizeyeh T
heological

C
ollege.

1963
5 Jun.

L
arge num

bers of unarm
ed people are m

urdered in the streets
and bazaars of T

ehran, Q
om

, and Shiraz; K
hom

eini is
im

prisoned then released.

1963
00 A

ug.
U

S m
ilitary advisors are given diplom

atic im
m

unity.

1963
19 Sept.

T
he Suprem

e Soviet orders K
azakhstan to hand over 40,000

sq. km
. T

o the republic of U
zbekistan.

1964
 

K
rushchev is outsted and replaced by L

eonid B
rezhnev w

ho
follow

s m
ore cautious policies.

1964
 

D
r. A

li Shari’ati is arrested upon arriving in Iran from
 Paris

w
here he had been studying.

1964
 

B
etw

een 1964 and 1986 D
inm

ukham
m

ad K
unaev served as

the First Secretaty of K
azakhstan, replacing L

eonid
B

rezhenev.

1964
1 O

ct.
A

fghanistan becom
es a constitutional m

onarchy and A
fghans

are prom
ised m

ost of the rights received by those living in a
dem

ocracy including free press, freedom
 of assem

bly, and the
right to form

 political parties. B
oth Pashto and D

ari are
recognized as official languages.

1964
4 N

ov.
K

hom
eini is exiled to T

urkey, m
oves to N

ajaf, Iraq, in 1965.

1965
 

H
ardliner, L

eonid B
rezhnev, w

ho replaces K
hrushchev in

1964, elevates the Soviet U
nion to m

atch, at tim
es possibly

surpass, the U
S in defense, diplom

acy, and sports.

1965
 

W
ithin the next tw

o years, the Shah buys tw
o squadrons of F-

14 fighter-bom
bers from

 the U
S and uses them

 against the
rebellious Q

ashqai tribes in the south; SA
V

A
K

 is accused of
intensifying repression.

1965
 

First K
abul census: 435,203. M

uham
m

ad Y
usef resigns as

prim
e m

inister. M
uham

m
ad H

ashim
 M

inval succeeds him
.

M
s K

ubra N
urza’I becom

es M
inister of H

ealth—
1

st w
om

an
m

inister. M
uham

m
ad U

thm
an Sidqi becom

es M
inister of

M
edia.
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1965
 

T
he nucleus of the People’s D

em
ocratic Party of A

fghanistan
(PD

PA
) is form

ed.

1965
00 Jun.

Iran and the U
SSR

 reach agreem
ent for steel m

ill, tool plants,
and pipeline for the am

ount of $290 m
illion.

1966
 

T
he rem

ains of E
nw

ar Pasha are returned to T
urkey by the

T
ajik governm

ent.

1966
 

In afghanistan, Payam
-i Im

ruz, a D
ari journal, is published

tw
ice each w

eek. K
halil A

llah K
halili becom

es A
fghanistan’s

am
bassador to Saudi A

rabia. T
he new

spaper "K
halq" is

published by M
uham

m
ad T

araki in both Pashtu and D
ari. It is

banned after a short run. T
he 286

th year of A
fghan Pashtu poet

K
hushhal K

han K
hatak (lived during the 17

th century) is
celebrated.

1966
25 A

pr.
T

ashkent is destroyed by an earthquake.

1967
 

In afghanistan, w
om

en gained the right to have birth
certificates. M

ivand val resigns as prim
e m

inister. N
ur A

hm
ad

‘E
’tem

adi becom
es Prim

e M
inister.

1967
 

In A
fghanistan, the PD

PA
 splits into the K

halq (tribal) and
Parcham

 (urban) factions.

1967
 

K
abul students dem

onstrate.

1968
 

B
ritain finalizes plans to pull its m

ilitary out of the Persian
G

ulf.

1968
 

Q
ueen Sorayya, king A

m
anullah’s w

ife, passes aw
ay in

R
om

e. H
er body is brought back to A

fghanistan and buried in
Jalal A

bad.

1968
00 M

ar.
U

SSR
 econom

ic deligation visits Iran for start of w
ork on

steel plant.

1968
00 Sept.

Iranian steel delegation visits the U
SSR

 for talks on the
Isfahan steel m

ill project.

1969
 

B
etw

een 1969 and 1986 M
akham

ed nazar G
apurov serves as

the First Secretary of T
urkm

enistan
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1969
00 Jan.

14 artists and w
riters are incarcerated and tortured by m

ilitary
tribunal; Iranian em

bassy in R
om

e is occupied as part of a
w

orldw
ide Iranian student protest against the Shah; SA

V
A

K
operates inside the U

S.

1970
 

In the 1970's Soviet scientists discover valuable m
inerals in

w
estern T

urkm
enistan beneath the salty w

aters of K
ara-B

ogaz
G

ol.

1970
 

D
uring the 1970's, the Shah of Iran agitates the K

urdish
population of Iraq. T

he kurds, w
ho received Iranian funds and

w
eapons, sue for autonom

y claim
ing that the control of the oil

fields of M
osul should be given to them

.

1970
 

T
he U

S/Soviet Strategic A
rm

s L
im

itation T
alks (SA

L
T

) lead
to a nuclear non-proliferation treaty.

1970
 

A
m

nesty International and L
e M

onde report m
ass jailing,

arbitrary arrests, and torture inside Iranian prisons.

1970
00 M

ar.
C

ontract is signed betw
een the U

SSR
 and Iran for new

facilities in Isfahan steel w
orks.

1970
00 A

ug.
Protocol is sighned betw

een Iran and the U
SSR

 on gas export,
steel w

orks, and pow
er plants,

1971
00 A

ug.
In A

fghanistan, the Shabirghan-K
abul highw

ay is com
pleted.

1981
6 Jun.

K
hom

eini replaces B
ani-Sadr as arm

y com
m

ander.

1981
21 Jun.

B
etw

een Jun e 21 and 24, Parliam
ent, led by A

yatollah
M

oham
m

ad B
eheshti, w

ins an overw
helm

ing vote of no
confidence against B

ani-Sadr w
ho is ousted; M

oham
m

ad A
li

R
ajaie becom

es president.

1981
28 Jun.

B
eheshti, H

ead of the Islam
ic R

epublican Party and Iran's
C

hief Justice, is killed in a M
ujahidin-i K

halq bom
b blast that

kills 74.

1981
22 A

ug.
A

 five-m
em

ber advisory council of resistance is form
ed by

the M
ujahidin of A

fghanistan. T
he council opposes the

Soviet-backed regim
e and declare a jihad or holy w

ar.

1981
30 A

ug.
R

ajaie and Javad B
ahonar are killed by a bom

b.

1981
2 O

ct.
M

oham
m

ad A
li K

ham
enei is elected president.

96

1982
6 F

eb.
T

he Islam
ic R

epublic of Iran declares the T
udeh Party of Iran

illegal, accuses m
any m

em
bers of treason and collaboration

w
ith the K

G
B

.

1982
00 M

ar.
Iran launches an offensive, regains border areas occupied by
Iraq.

1982
2 A

pr.
In T

ajikistan, R
asulov, First Secretary of the C

PT
, passes

aw
ay. R

ahm
on N

abiev, resolved to curb Islam
 prom

oted by
the Pam

iris and G
harm

is, becom
es First Party Secretary.

N
abiev's efforts at suppressing the anti-com

m
unist forces are

out of step w
ith the tim

es.

1982
00 M

ay
D

uring M
ay and June, Iraqi forces are pushed out of A

badan,
K

horram
shahr, and other disputed areas.

1982
22 Sept.

G
hotbzadeh, form

er K
hom

eini aide and foreign m
inister, is

executed by firing squad on charges of treason.

1983
 

K
ara-B

ogaz G
ol is com

pletely drained of seaw
ater. L

arge
deposits of salt rem

ain, creating health hazard to people living
dow

nw
ind in w

estern T
urkm

enistan.

1983
00 M

ar.
In M

arch and A
pril, the U

S em
bassy in B

eirut is destroyed,
Iran is blam

ed; 4 M
ujahidin hideouts are discovered and

destroyed.

1983
00 A

pr.
D

uring A
pril and M

ay, the T
udeh is outlaw

ed; m
em

bers have
one m

onth to report; 84 R
ussian diplom

ats are expelled on
charges of interfering in Iran's affairs and links to the T

udeh.

1983
00 M

ay
D

uring M
ay and June, the U

SSR
 expels 3 Iranian diplom

ats;
an exhibition sponsored by the H

ujatiyyeh is forced to close.

1983
00 Jun.

In June and July, the French lease fighter planes equipped
w

ith E
xocet m

issiles to Iraq. Iran closes the French consulate
in Isfahan and the cultural institute in T

ehran; K
hom

eini
subm

its his w
ill to the A

ssem
bly of E

xperts.

1983
00 Jul.

From
 July through A

ugust, the U
S w

arns Iran against closing
the H

orm
uz Strait; H

ujatiyyeh assem
blies throughout the

country are closed; m
em

bers are advised to join m
ainstream

Islam
ic revolution.
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1983
00 A

ug.
In A

ugust and Septem
ber, the B

aha'is, are accused of spying,
close their 600 assem

blies in Iran.

1983
00 Sept.

B
etw

een Septem
ber and O

ctober, France delivers Super-
E

tendard equipped w
ith E

xocet m
issiles to Iraq.

1983
00 O

ct.
First Secretary of U

zbekistan Sharif R
ashidov, charged w

ith
corruption, is rem

oved from
 office.

1983
00 O

ct.
Sharif R

ashidov, First Secretary of U
zbekistan, is rem

oved
from

 office on charges of corruption.

1983
00 N

ov.
D

uring N
ovem

ber and D
ecem

ber, the m
ilitary w

ing of the
T

udeh Party (about 300) is put on trial. T
he trial reveals that

F-14 m
anuals, inform

ation on spare parts, and a num
ber of

Iranian m
ilitary aircraft have been com

prom
ised.

1983
00 D

ec.
In D

ecem
ber and January, the U

S m
oves to prevent an Iraqi

defeat.

1984
 

Seaw
ater is allow

ed to refill the K
ara-B

ogaz G
ol. D

am
age to

the farm
s and pasturelands rem

ains.

1984
00 Jan.

From
 January to M

arch, the U
S governm

ent lists Iran am
ong

the nations supporting terrorism
; T

udeh officers convicted as
Party m

em
bers and spies receive 30-year to life sentences; 10

officers, referred to the H
igh Judiciary C

ouncil, are executed.

1984
00 A

pr.
B

etw
een A

pril and M
ay, E

hsan T
abari confesses to espionage

on behalf of the Soviet U
nion; w

om
en are encouraged to

becom
e involved in education.

1984
6 A

pr.
M

ujahidins' ties to Iraq ends the B
ani-Sadr-R

ajavi alliance.

1984
00 Jun.

In June and July, Iran decides that French and G
erm

an
languages are to be prom

oted alongside E
nglish; w

ives can
legally sue for divorce.

1984
00 A

ug.
In A

ugust and Septem
ber, K

hom
eini accuses the clergy of

"inappropriate interference in governm
ent affairs;" K

harg
Island is shut dow

n for repairs.

1984
00 Sept.

Septem
ber-O

ctober, A
yatollah H

aj Seyyed A
bdullah Shirazi

(95) passes aw
ay.
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1984
00 N

ov.
D

uring N
ovem

ber and D
ecem

ber, B
oard charged w

ith
converting W

estern-oriented education to Islam
ic education is

enhanced by 8 m
em

bers.

1985
 

A
bsam

at M
asaliyev replaces U

subaliev as First Secretary of
K

irghiz SSR
.

1985
 

B
etw

een D
ec. 1985 and Jan. 1986, B

aghdad attacks
H

oveyzeh and oil-rich, artificial M
ajnoon Island; T

urkey and
Iran sign a bilateral trade agreem

ent w
orth $3 billion; Jum

huri
Islam

i, official governm
ent organ, alleges bribery and

corruption to be ram
pant in governm

ent offices.

1985
 

In the face of intense M
oscow

-supported anti-Islam
ic

activities in the R
epublic, Said A

bdullo N
uri (b. 1947) urges

his follow
ers to petition the 29th C

ongress of the U
SSR

 C
P to

establish an Islam
ic republic. T

he self-educated technician,
w

ho becom
es the leader of the O

pposition in the 1990s, is
im

prisoned.

1985
00 Jan.-
F

eb.
A

fter 4 years, L
ajavardi, aka "B

utcher of T
ehran," is replaced

by R
azini.

1985
00 Jan.

A
nti-R

ussian riots in D
ushanbe, T

ajikistan foresees hard
tim

es to com
e.

1985
00 F

eb.-
M

ar.
B

azargan calls on Iranians to rise nonviolently against the
regim

e for the causes of freedom
 and independence; U

N
accuses both Iran and Iraq of m

istreating PO
W

s.

1985
00 M

ar.-
A

pr.
Iraq intensifies bom

bing of Iranian cities, especially D
ezful;

Iran accuses Iraq of using chem
ical w

eapons.

1985
00 M

ar.
M

ikhail G
orbachev becom

es the G
eneral Secretary of the

C
PSU

.

1985
00 M

ar.
M

ikhail G
orbachev is elected First Secretary of the

C
om

m
unist Party of the U

SSR
. B

y unleashing perestroika
(restructuring) and galsnost' (openness) G

orbachev influences
not only the future of the Soviet U

nion but of the w
orld.

1985
20 M

ar.
24 Iranian cities are invaded by Iraqi rockets; Iran devastates
K

arkuk and the center of B
aghdad.
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1985
00 A

pr.-
M

ay
M

ajles votes on a bill requiring w
om

en w
ho w

ant to study
abroad to be m

arried; T
udeh founder, Iraj E

skandari, passes
aw

ay.

1985
00 M

ay
A

fghan M
ujahidin centered in Pishaw

ar establish the Islam
ic

U
nion of M

ujahidin.

1985
00 Jun.-
Jul.

U
SSR

 rem
oves its technical personnel from

 Iran; K
hoiniha,

leader of the students w
ho seized the A

m
erican em

bassy,
becom

es Prosecutor G
eneral.

1985
00 Jul.-
A

ug.
Iraqi planes bom

b K
harg Island; three new

 m
em

bers are
elected to the Suprem

e Judicial C
ouncil; B

azargan is found
ineligible to stand for presidency.

1985
00 A

ug.-
Sept.

Iraqi bom
bs dam

age 10 of 14 tanker berths at K
harg; Iran's

econom
y suffers from

 a sharp decline in agriculture and
industrial production.

1985
00 Sept.-
O

ct.
T

anker w
ar in the G

ulf heats up; K
ham

enei becom
es

president for a second term
.

1985
00 O

ct.-
N

ov.
K

hom
eini w

arns against interfering w
ith the m

arket;
N

icaraguan soldiers shoot dow
n a C

ontra-resupply plane
(O

ct. 5). O
ne A

m
erican survives.

1985
00 N

ov.-
D

ec.
A

ssem
bly of E

xperts nom
inates A

yatollah H
osseinali

M
untazeri as K

hom
eini's successor.

1986
 

In K
azakhstan’s parliam

entary elections m
ore than half of the

seats are filled by K
azakhs.

1986
 

In the U
SSR

, the 27
th C

PSU
 Party C

ongress approves the
policies of "perestroika" (restructuring) and "glasnost"
(openness).

1986
00 Jan.-
F

eb.
Iran captures Iraq’s Faw

 peninsula plus 800 sq. km
. O

f Iraqi
territory. Iraq dam

ages Iran’s G
anaveh pipelines, reducing

production by one-half; A
yatollah M

uham
m

ad R
eza

G
olpayegani view

s the w
ar sim

ultaneously as a great loss and
an agent of national solidarity.
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1986
00 F

eb.-
M

ar.
U

S condem
ns Iraq for its alleged use of chem

ical w
eapons;

Iran dem
ands that Iraq be recognized as aggressor; K

hom
eini

and R
afsanjani ask w

om
en to becom

e the arm
y’s scientific

and cultural defensive w
all against the W

est.

1986
21 M

ar.
M

ontazeri is elected to succeed K
hom

eini.

1986
26 A

pr.
T

he C
hernobyl nuclear accident in U

kraine kills 5,000 and
disables 30,000 people.

1986
4 M

ay
In A

fghanistan, N
ajibullah becom

es the head of governm
ent

but fails to foster good relations w
ith the M

ujahidin.

1986
6 N

ov.
L

ebanese new
spaper A

l-Shiraa reports on U
S’s secret arm

s
sales to Iran. R

eagan acknow
ledges the sale but denies

hostage connection.

1986
00 D

ec.
A

ppointm
ent of G

enadii K
olbin, an ethnic R

ussian, as First
Secretary instead of D

im
m

ukham
ed K

unaev sets off a series
of A

nti-Soiveet riots in A
lm

a-A
ta, K

azakhstan. 17 are killed
and hundreds are reported injured.

1986
17 D

ec.
A

nti-R
ussian riots in A

lm
a-A

ta, K
azakhstan, are the first

signs of a crack in the solid Soviet shield.

1987
00 N

ov.
V

eterans of the w
ar in A

fghanistan hold a protest
dem

onstration in A
shkhabad.

1988
 

In T
ajikistan, even though the fall of the Soviet U

nion is yet
to com

e, the struggle for filling the potential pow
er vacuum

 is
already under w

ay. T
hree forces com

pete: the com
m

unist
governm

ent, official or Soviet Islam
, and revivalist-

dem
ocratic forces spearheaded by extrem

ist M
uslim

s like
A

kbar T
urajonzoda w

ho com
petes w

ith H
aidar Sharifzoda for

the position of Q
ozikalon (chief judge). T

urajonzoda, a
graduate of the Islam

ic U
niversity of Jordan, is described, on

the one hand, as an astute politician, a true dem
ocrat, and

T
ajikistan’s pride and, on the other hand, as the am

bitious
leader of the extrem

ist W
ahhabi m

ovem
ent. H

e is a m
ajor

player in the 1990s peace negotiations. Sharifzoda (b. 1946)
is a graduate of the B

ukhara T
heological School. A

s Im
am

K
hatib of the K

ulab m
osque, he tries but fails to separate his

m
osque from

 the Q
oziyyot of T

ajikistan (1991).
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1988
 

T
he w

ithdraw
al of Soviet troops from

 A
fghanistan does not

end the turm
oil in that country; rather, it plunges A

fghanistan
into a bloody civil w

ar.

1988
15 A

pr.
G

orbachev announces that the Soviet U
nion w

ould w
ithdraw

its forces from
 A

fghanistan by 15 February, 1989.

1988
00 M

ay
O

ngoing dem
onstration on unem

ploym
ent in A

shkhabad.

1988
3 Jul.

U
S navy w

arship, m
istaking an Iranian com

m
ercial airliner

for an F-14 fighter jet, shoots it dow
n. 290 aboard die.

1988
18 Jul.

K
hom

eini agrees to cease-fire negotiations w
ith Iraq.

1988
20 A

ug.
C

ease-fire goes into effect.

1988
00 N

ov.
Senior U

S officials negotiate an exchange of hostages for
arm

s (Iran-C
ontra).

1988
21 D

ec.
Iran's L

abor M
inistry facilitates repatriation of Iranian

professionals abroad by providing travel expenses and
housing.

1989
 

G
orbachev is forced to w

ithdraw
 all Soviet troops from

A
fghanistan.

1989
 

A
fter access to the secret archives, the T

ajiks learn about the
contents of Shatem

ur's letter to Stalin.

1989
00 Jan.

C
entral A

sian republics enact new
 language law

s to exclude
R

ussian as their prim
ary, official language. R

ussian is
retained as inter-ethnic language as w

ell as the language of
international affairs.

1989
00 F

eb.
R

iots in A
lm

a-A
ta are follow

ed by sim
ilar A

nti-R
ussian riots

in T
ashkent, U

zbekistan.

1989
8 F

eb.
10th year of Islam

ic R
evolution is celebrated; K

ham
enei

distinguishes pride and national integrity, rather than
functional party system

s, as the m
ain achievem

ent of the
revolution.

1989
14 F

eb.
B

etw
een February 14 and 18, K

hom
eini issues a fatw

a that
B

ritish author of Satanic V
erses, Salm

an R
ushdie, should be

executed.
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1989
23 F

eb.
A

n A
fghan interim

 governm
ent form

ed in exile does not
succeed in bringing harm

ony am
ong the disparate groups in

the country.

1989
00 M

ar.
M

oderate M
ontazeri's overt criticism

 of the regim
e causes

him
 to resign as K

hom
eini's successor.

1989
7 A

pr.
A

fter eight years, oil flow
s through the tubing of the gigantic

A
badan refinery.

1989
28 A

pr.
K

ham
enei em

pow
ers a 20-m

em
ber com

m
ission to review

 the
constitution.

1989
00 M

ay
T

he B
irlik Party of U

zbekistan is founded.

1989
5 M

ay
Iran and Japan sign a $1.9 billion agreem

ent for an oil
refinery at A

rak.

1989
12 M

ay
M

ajles speaker R
afsanjani advocates the killing of 5

A
m

ericans or B
ritish or French in lieu of every Palestinian

killed.

1989
19 M

ay
Iran and C

hina sign econom
ic and cultural cooperation

agreem
ent.

1989
26 M

ay
T

he B
irlik Party of U

zbekistan is form
ed.

1989
00 Jun.

In K
azakhstan, G

enadii K
olbin is replaced by ethnic K

azakh
N

ursultan N
azarbaev.

1989
00 Jun.

R
iots in N

ovyi 'U
zen, K

azakhstan.

1989
2 Jun.

In Iran, the post of "prim
e m

inister" is elim
inated; all pow

er is
concentrated in the presidency.

1989
3 Jun.

B
etw

een the 3rd and 4
th of June a hundred are killed as a

result of clashes betw
een the ethnic U

zbeks and the
M

eskhetian T
urks.

1989
3 Jun.

O
n June 3 and 4, ethnic violence in U

zbekistan (T
ashkent and

Ferghana) betw
een U

zbeks and M
eskhetian T

urks ending in
100 dead.
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1989
3 Jun.

A
yatollah R

uhullah K
hom

eini (b. 1902), frail, old leader w
ho

inspires as m
uch fear as he inspires hate for the Iranian

m
onarchy and the W

est, passes aw
ay, leaving no successor.

H
is ten-year legacy includes Shi'ite activism

, Islam
ic

fundam
entalism

, hostage-taking, Iran-C
ontra, the R

ushdie
fatw

a, and the Iran-Iraq w
ar. T

im
e M

agazine's 1979 M
an of

the Y
ear, K

hom
eini restores Iranian history to its 16th century

course.

1989
4 Jun.

K
ham

enei is nom
inated as the Faqih.

1989
23 Jun.

A
yatollah M

oham
m

ad A
li A

raki succeeds K
hom

eini as
m

arja'.

1989
30 Jun.

R
afsanjani's visit to the Soviet U

nion results in Iranian sale of
gas to and purchase of arm

s from
 the U

SSR
--a deal w

orth $6
billion.

1989
7 Jul.

A
n econom

ic agreem
ent w

orth $15 billion is signed betw
een

Iran and U
SSR

.

1989
3 A

ug.
M

ajles Speaker (1980-89), form
er A

cting-C
om

m
ander of the

A
rm

ed Forces (1988-89), and D
eputy C

hair of the C
ouncil of

E
xperts, A

li A
kbar H

ashem
i R

afsanjani (b. 1934), becom
es

President. M
oderate and pragm

atic, he begins to rebuild Iran
through econom

ic liberalization.

1989
6 A

ug.
K

hom
eini's student, A

li H
oseini K

ham
enei (b. 1940) is

confirm
ed by the A

ssem
bly of E

xperts as the nation's
Spiritual L

eader. R
evolutionary C

om
m

ittee m
em

ber (1979)
and a C

entral C
om

m
ittee of the Islam

ic R
epublican Party

m
em

ber, K
ham

enei served tw
o-term

s as president (1981-89).
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1989
00 Sept.

T
he R

astokhiz (R
ebirth) N

ational Front is registered. T
he

objectives of the m
ovem

ent include: gaining independence;
gradual revival of the Persian alphabet; installation of a
dem

ocratic governm
ent; rule by parliam

ent and a prim
e

m
inister; assurance of econom

ic and cultural progress;
individual freedom

; independent econom
y w

ith ties to other
countries; ow

nership of private property; agrarian reform
s;

and privatization of the m
eans of production. R

astokhiz
becom

es one of the contributors to the O
pposition (later

called U
nited T

ajik O
pposition or U

T
O

).

1990
00 Jan.

T
he D

em
ocratic Party of T

ajikistan (D
PT

), w
ith 2000

supporters, is founded. T
he objectives of the secular party

include freedom
 of language and religion; achievem

ent of
com

plete econom
ic, political, and cultural autonom

y;
dissolution of the C

om
m

unist Party; land reform
;

privatization; equal partnership w
ith superpow

ers; and
creation of com

m
ercial relations w

ith South K
orea, Japan,

France, G
erm

any, and Iran. D
PT

 becom
es one of the

contributors to the U
T

O
.

1990
12 Jan.

A
 new

 Islam
ic B

oard is set up in K
azakhstan by the G

rand
M

ufti R
adbek N

isanbaiov.

1990
00 F

eb.
In U

zbekistan, the B
irlik Party is divided into B

irlik and E
rk

parties.

1990
12 F

eb.
B

etw
een February 12 and 15, in T

ajikistan, the first
confrontation betw

een M
uslim

s and C
om

m
unists ends in a

num
ber of deaths. R

esettlem
ent of A

rm
enians in T

ajikistan
serves as a pretense for challenging the C

om
m

unist
authorities.

1990
22 F

eb.
N

azarbaev is elected president and head of the Suprem
e

Soviet of K
azakhstan.

1990
00 M

ar.
In T

ajikistan, O
pposition candidates are barred from

 the
Suprem

e Soviet elections. C
om

m
unist-dom

inated parliam
ent

elects M
ahkam

ov president.

1990
24 M

ar.
Islam

 K
arim

ov is elected president of U
zbekistan.

1990
24 M

ar.
U

zbeks appoint Islam
 K

arim
ov as their president.
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1990
5 A

pr.
Italy and Iran sign a $13 billion agreem

ent to cooperate in the
fields of steel, gas, petrochem

ical, and industrial productions.

1990
8 A

pr.
A

fter eleven years, Iran begins exporting natural gas to the
Soviet U

nion.

1990
10 A

pr.
A

bsam
at M

asaliev is reelected the First Secretary of K
irghiz

SSR
.

1990
00 M

ay
A

 dispute betw
een the U

zbek and K
yrgyz inhabitants of the

city of O
sh turns into sporadic riots in the region. Soviet

troops restore order.

1990
13 M

ay
B

etw
een M

ay 13 and 15, ninety liberals send an open letter to
R

afsanjani com
plaining about the econom

y, lack of freedom
,

and political and judicial insecurity; 18 liberals are arrested;
w

om
en are forbidden from

 w
earing "see-through" dresses,

m
en from

 w
earing shirts open in the front.

1990
00 Jun.

Islam
ic R

esurgence Party (IR
P) is form

ed and im
m

ediately
banned by T

ajik governm
ent.

1990
3 Jun.

C
onflict breaks out in O

sh betw
een the U

zbeks and the
K

irghiz.

1990
20 Jun.

U
zbekistan declares it sovereignty.

1990
21 Jun.

A
n earthquake, 7.3 on the R

ichter scale, shakes northern Iran:
45,000 killed, 100,000 injured, 400,000 hom

eless.

1990
3 Jul.

From
 July 3 through A

ugust 21, Iran and Iraq norm
alize

relations; last Iraqi soldier leaves Iran; Iran and Iraq exchange
PO

W
s.

1990
26 Jul.

A
greem

ent is signed in K
horog am

ong republic and regional
leaders, governors, leaders of the parties, religious leaders,
and arm

ed groups to norm
alize relations; Presidium

 decrees
that the governm

ent should buy the w
eapons used for self-

protection; budget is set aside.

1990
00 A

ug.
N

. N
azarbaev is elected president of K

azakhstan.

1990
00 A

ug.
R

afsanjani's support of sigha (tem
porary m

arriage) angers
fem

inists.

1990
9 A

ug.
G

rand A
yatollah M

ar'ashi N
ajafi (96) passes aw

ay.
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1990
19 A

ug.
A

 coup attem
pt in the Soviet U

nion by hardline C
om

m
unists

against M
ikhail G

orbachev is thw
arted.

1990
27 A

ug.
Iran and U

K
 norm

alize relations.

1990
26 O

ct.
Saparm

urad N
iyazov is elected president of T

urkm
enistan

(98%
).

1990
28 O

ct.
A

skar A
kaev is elected president of K

yrgyzstan.

1990
1 D

ec.
In T

ajikistan, the D
PT

 branches out in all directions entering
m

ajor cities and districts (vilayats); first official m
eeting of

the D
PT

.

1991
 

B
etw

een 1991 and 1998, close to 40,000 K
azakh fam

ilies
return to K

azakhstan.

1991
 

In Iran, R
afsanjani decentralizes the com

m
and system

;
introduces free-m

arket m
echanism

s.

1991
 

D
uring the sum

m
er, the breakup of the Soviet U

nion and the
subsequent declarations of independence by the R

epublics of
K

azakhstan, K
yrgyzstan, T

ajikistan, T
urkm

enistan and
U

zbekistan.

1991
9 Jan.

In T
ajikistan, President M

ahkam
ov m

eets w
ith a group of

M
uslim

 religious figures, including A
kbar T

urajonzoda, to
discuss the needs of the faithful. A

greem
ent is reached on

declaring the tw
o m

ost im
portant M

uslim
 holidays to be days

of rest, and on m
aking slaughtering of anim

als in accord w
ith

religious law
 possible. M

ahkam
ov contrasts the

"constructive" attitude of the delegation--m
em

bers of official
Islam

--w
ith the "confrontational" attitude of other groups--

presum
ably the W

ahhabis.

1991
00 F

eb.
O

ne m
illion K

urdish refugees flee Iraq and enter Iran.

1991
00 F

eb.
G

iants of centralized econom
y--G

osplan, G
osstroy, G

ossnab-
-are replaced by sm

all com
m

ittees and m
inistries.
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1991
18 F

eb.
B

oth the C
entral C

om
m

ittee of the C
P and the D

PT
 discuss

the referendum
 on the future of the U

SSR
. T

he C
om

m
unists

call for retention of the U
nion, w

ith a republican president
and a C

om
m

unist Party chief; they condem
n the "destructive

forces" that question the U
SSR

's existence. T
he D

em
ocrats

call for a boycott of the referendum
 on grounds that the

political and econom
ic bases on w

hich the new
 union draw

s
are unclear.

1991
17 M

ar.
In a referendum

, 95%
 of the population of K

yrgyzstan votes
in favor of retaining the Soviet U

nion.

1991
27 A

pr.
In T

ajikistan, the continuing struggle betw
een the m

ainstream
M

uslim
s and the extrem

ists, H
aidar Sharifzoda (H

anafi
Sunni), the khatib of the K

ulab m
osque, calls for the

resignation of A
kbar T

urajonzoda (W
ahhabi) from

K
ofarnihon. T

he struggle parallels the political struggle
betw

een the C
onstitutionalists and the O

pposition.

1991
3 M

ay
Police detains 800 w

om
en for appearing in public in "bad

hijab"; fcloses 50 shops for "neglecting Islam
ic codes."

1991
21 M

ay
In T

ajikistan, the governm
ent begins a plan to privatize sm

all
enterprises in retail trade, social catering, and everyday
services. R

epair and construction enterprises w
ill also be

privatized. A
s m

any as 3,000 enterprises in the M
inistry of

R
etail T

rade alone w
ill be sold off. Furtherm

ore, the
governm

ent is creating a fund to support entrepreneurial
activities and to encourage private citizens to start their ow

n
businesses.

1991
21 M

ay
T

he U
N

 Secretary G
eneral prepares the w

ay for a settlem
ent

in A
fghanistan by issuing a five-point proposal.

1991
15 Jul.

A
ccording to T

ajik law
, public criticism

 of the president's
actions and policies is not subject to prosecution. B

ut,
follow

ing the 1990 U
SSR

 law
, T

ajikistan's Suprem
e Soviet

passes a law
 calling for up to six years im

prisonm
ent for

individuals w
ho defam

e the president by dissem
inating

"slanderous m
aterials."
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1991
27 Jul.

Follow
ing the m

odel of other C
entral A

sian republics that
have set up their ow

n agricultural academ
ies to gain control

over agricultural policy and to end subm
ission to M

oscow
-

im
posed cotton m

onoculture, M
ahkam

ov signs a decree to
create a republican academ

y of agricultural sciences in
T

ajikistan. T
he academ

y w
ill be headed by A

kbar M
aksum

ov,
a vocal opponent of centrally controlled agriculture.

1991
6 A

ug.
in Paris, B

akhtiar and his aide are knifed to death by 3
Iranians.

1991
20 A

ug.
N

iyazov supports the aborted coup in M
oscow

; K
arim

ov of
U

zbekistan supports the coup attem
pt in M

oscow
. T

he C
P of

K
azakhstan is renam

ed the Socialist Party.

1991
20 A

ug.
A

skar A
kaev supports Y

eltsin.

1991
20 A

ug.
Islam

 K
arim

ov of U
zbekistan supports the coup attem

pt in
M

oscow
.

1991
31 A

ug.
U

zbekistan becom
es an independent republic.

1991
31 A

ug.
K

yrgyzstan declares its independence from
 the Soviet U

nion.

1991
00 Sept.

T
he G

reat A
ryana Party is founded. T

he party intends to unite
all Persian-speaking peoples of Iran, A

fghanistan, and
T

ajikistan; safeguard the Persian language against U
zbek and

R
ussian assaults; develop Islam

ic culture; and raise
consciousness about greater Iran.

1991
7 Sept.

President M
ahkam

ov, due to his open support for the A
ug.

coup attem
pt, resigns (A

ug. 29). Q
adriddin A

slonov becom
es

A
cting President. A

slonov suspends the C
om

m
unist Party and

freezes its assets.

1991
9 Sept.

T
ajikistan declares its independence.

1991
14 Sept.

T
he C

PU
 of U

zbekistan becom
es the People’s D

em
ocratic

Party.

1991
14 Sept.

T
he C

PU
 is transform

ed into the People’s D
em

ocratic Party
(PD

P).

1991
21 Sept.

B
etw

een Septem
ber 21 and 23, L

enin's statue is toppled;
A

slonov is replaced by R
ahm

on N
abiev w

ho reinstates the
C

P.
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1991
26 Sept.

T
he U

nion of D
em

ocratic Forces, com
posed of the three m

ain
opposition forces, appeals to the republic's population to
engage in civil disobedience and oust R

ahm
on N

abiev, the
new

ly-elected chairm
an of the T

ajik Suprem
e Soviet and

acting president of the R
epublic. T

urajonzoda and his
associates try to convince R

ussian residents that anti-
C

om
m

unist slogans are not directed at R
ussians. T

he question
of secession from

 T
ajikistan is discussed at the Suprem

e
Soviet of L

eninabad.

1991
4 O

ct.
From

 O
ctober 4 to 18, in T

ajikistan, in the south, Ishon
Saidashraf, Ishon Q

iyam
uddin, and M

ullah M
uham

m
adjon

Q
ufronov speak against teachers, call teachers kafir (infidel),

refuse to perform
 prayers for deceased teachers and decree it

law
ful for the faithful to assault the honor of teachers.

1991
4 O

ct.
G

overnm
ent establishes obligatory Islam

ic bridal dress.

1991
7 O

ct.
T

he T
ajik Suprem

e Soviet and the three O
pposition groups

(the IR
P, D

PT
, and R

astokhez) reach an agreem
ent to

reim
pose a ban on the C

om
m

unist Party, hold a referendum
on the Suprem

e Soviet, and an election schedule for N
ov. 24.

R
epresentatives of the O

pposition are to be added to election
com

m
issions, and given equal access to T

V
 and radio tim

e.

1991
13 O

ct.
A

skar A
kaev is elected president of K

yrgyzstan for a second
term

.

1991
18 O

ct.
T

hirty w
alls are built along the C

aspian shoreline to ensure
segregation of bathers.

1991
22 O

ct.
T

he T
ajik Suprem

e Soviet votes to lift the ban on religious
parties.
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1991
26 O

ct.
T

he IR
P, clandestine since 1975 as part of the Islam

ic
R

esurgence Party of the Soviet U
nion, is founded. T

he
objectives of the Party include creation of a socio-political
system

 based on tow
hid (i.e., belief in A

llah, the Q
ur'an, and

the Prophet); creation of a parliam
ent based on required

Islam
ic consensus; prom

otion of Islam
ic education;

fam
iliarization of the public w

ith Islam
ic tenets and spiritual

revival; econom
ic and political independence; creation of a

m
arket econom

y; and instruction of Islam
ic principles. T

he
largest party in T

ajikistan, w
ith support in villages, IR

P
becom

es the backbone of the O
pposition against the

governm
ent.

1991
24 N

ov.
In T

ajikistan, R
ahm

on N
abiev is elected president by a

popular vote (58%
). N

ot receiving M
oscow

's assistance in
tim

e, D
avlat K

hudonazarov garners only 30%
 of the vote.

T
he results delight the L

eninabadis but enrage the G
harm

is
and the Pam

iris. Safarali K
enjayev, a Y

aghnabi, becom
es the

leader of the Suprem
e Soviet.

1991
1 D

ec.
N

azarbaev is elected president of K
azakhstan (99.8%

).

1991
00 D

ec.
T

he C
om

m
onw

ealth of Independent States (C
IS) is form

ed.

1991
00 D

ec.
T

he C
ouncil of the Peoples' D

eputies in B
adakhshan declares

the form
ation of the A

utonom
ous R

epublic of B
adakhshan.

1991
6 D

ec.
U

S pays $278 m
illion to settle Iran's claim

 regarding m
ilitary

equipm
ent left in the U

S for repair.

1991
16 D

ec.
K

azakhstan declares its independence from
 the Soviet U

nion.

1991
21 D

ec.
T

he C
IS is form

ed in A
lm

a-A
ta, K

azakhstan.

1991
25 D

ec.
M

ikhail G
orbachev’s resignation, leads to the dissolution of

the U
SSR

.

1991
25 D

ec.
T

he O
pposition having suffered a setback w

ith the N
ov.

election, form
er C

om
m

unist Party chief and current President
R

ahm
on N

abiev revokes the ban on the C
PT

. In the past, the
ban on the C

PT
 has served as the m

easure of the w
eakness of

the governm
ent vis-a-vis the O

pposition.

1991
26 D

ec.
K

azakhstan becom
es independent officially.
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1991
27 D

ec.
G

overnm
ent perm

its private sector investm
ent in petro-

chem
ical industry; R

afsanjani urges against "anti-w
estern

sentim
ents."

1991
29 D

ec.
K

arim
ov w

ins election for president (58.9%
). H

is apponent,
M

oham
m

ad Salib of E
rk w

ins 12.3%
 of the popular vote.

1991
29 D

ec.
Islam

 K
arim

ov becom
es U

zbekistan’s first popularly elected
president (85.9%

).

1992
 

B
etw

een 1992 and 1993, large num
bers of non-native Soviets

leave the republics.

1992
 

K
azakhstan joins the International M

onetary Fund (IM
F), the

W
orld B

ank, and the O
rganization on Security and

C
ooperation in E

urope (O
SC

E
).

1992
00 Jan.

U
S becom

es the first country to open an em
bassy in

K
azakhstan.

1992
4 Jan.

In T
ajikistan,Prim

e M
inister I. H

ayaev resigns. D
uring his six

years as PM
, the econom

ic and educational situation in
T

ajikistan has deteriorated. U
nfortunately for the T

ajiks, the
situation continues to deteriorate, bringing T

ajik econom
y to

the verge of collapse.

1992
10 Jan.

U
N

 assesses Iran's w
artim

e dam
age at $97.2 billion. Iran

claim
s $1,000 billion.

1992
00 M

ar.
T

urkm
enistan adopts a new

 constitution.

1992
1 M

ar.
In T

ajikistan, betw
een 1 M

arch and 21 M
arch, A

ttorney
G

eneral N
urolla H

uvaidullaev im
prisons pro-dem

ocratic
M

ayor of D
ushanbe and Peoples R

epresentative M
aqsud

Ikrom
ov on corruption charges. Furtherm

ore, he refuses to
release Ikrom

ov even at the request of the C
ity Fathers; 51

days of dem
onstrations begin.

1992
2 M

ar.
K

azakhstan and K
yrgyzstan join the U

nited N
ations (U

N
).
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1992
2 M

ar.
In T

ajikistan, the Suprem
e Soviet approves m

ost of Prim
e

M
inister A

bdulm
alik A

bdullojonov's nom
inees for a new

C
abinet of M

inisters, but rejects the appointm
ent of form

er
Suprem

e Soviet C
hairm

an and A
cting President A

kbarsho
Iskandarov to head the State C

om
m

ittee for Foreign
E

conom
ic R

elations. O
nly four of the m

inisterial appointees
had held posts in the C

oalition G
overnm

ent. Iskandarov is
later on nam

ed T
ajikistan's first am

bassador to T
urkm

enistan.

1992
17 M

ar.
C

rackdow
n on Islam

ic fundam
entalists in N

am
angan,

U
zbekistan.

1992
17 M

ar.
Seventy are arrested after a fundam

entalist uprising in
N

am
angan.

1992
25 M

ar.
Proceedings of the Presidium

 of the Suprem
e Soviet are

televised. K
enjayev accuses M

am
adayoz N

ovjavonov (a
Pam

iri and the M
inister of Internal A

ffairs) of em
bezzlem

ent
and of overstepping his authority. N

ovjavonov resigns.

1992
26 M

ar.
In T

ajikistan, 300 Pam
iri youths, gathering in front of the

C
entral C

om
m

ittee headquarters, protest the hum
iliation of

their com
patriot; the IR

P and D
PT

 join in the next day,
creating an O

pposition core w
hich dem

and K
enjaev's

resignation. T
hey also ask that M

aqsud Ikrom
ov be released,

a new
 constitution and parliam

ent be established, and
undem

ocratic legislation lim
iting the activities of new

spapers
be reversed.

Safarali K
enjaev is born in 1942 in the village of

C
horyakkoron, L

enin D
istrict. H

e becom
es the L

eader of the
Suprem

e Soviet in 1992 and serves as the head of T
ajikistan's

Security C
om

m
ittee (K

G
B

) during the A
pr.-M

ay 1992 riots.
O

usted from
 office, he form

s the Peoples Front and, on O
ct.

25, 1992, invades D
ushanbe to overthrow

 the Islam
ic

C
oalition governm

ent.

1992
27 M

ar.
In T

ajikistan, M
aqsud Ikrom

ov is m
oved to a prison in

K
hujand; U

S em
bassy opens in D

ushanbe.

1992
00 A

pr.
T

im
ur is declared U

zbek national hero.
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1992
15 A

pr.
A

fghan M
ujahedin take K

abul and liberate A
fghanistan.

President N
ajibullah seeks the protection of the U

nited
N

ations. T
he M

ujahideen form
 an Islam

ic State and elect an
Islam

ic Jihad C
ouncil. Professor B

urhannudin R
abbani is

elected President.

1992
16 A

pril
N

ajibullah is forced out of office. U
zbek and T

ajik regions of
northern A

fghanistan are occupied by R
ashid D

ostum
 and

A
hm

ad Shah M
as’ud respectively.

1992
22 A

pr.
Im

om
ali R

ahm
onov speaks out against the O

pposition;
K

enjaev's resignation is accepted; form
er head of B

adakhshan
E

xecutive C
om

m
ittee, A

kbarsho Iskandarov, a Pam
iri,

becom
es the H

ead of the Suprem
e Soviet. In addition,

T
urajonzoda and several other O

pposition m
em

bers are
elected to the presidium

 of the Suprem
e Soviet; T

urajonzoda
appears on television. H

is gesture indicating "victory" and his
rem

arks about C
om

m
unist leaders and institutions riles the

people of K
ulab, a traditional C

om
m

unist stronghold.

1992
25 A

pr.
In support of the T

ajik constitution, Sharifzoda and Sangak
Safarov bring busloads of K

ulabis to D
ushanbe to protest

against the new
ly reconfigured governm

ent. T
hey also

dem
and that K

enjayev be reinstated; N
abiev appoints K

enjaev
the C

hief of N
ational Security (K

G
B

).

1992
25 A

pr.
K

abul falls to the M
ujahidin.

1992
29 A

pr.
T

he 14th Suprem
e Soviet reinstates K

enjayev; the O
pposition

occupies the television studio and takes control of all the "city
gates." T

he N
ational Security C

om
m

ittee and the M
inistry of

Internal A
ffairs sym

pathize w
ith the O

pposition.
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1992
30 A

pr.
In T

ajikistan, betw
een A

pril 30 and M
ay 2, the

C
onstitutionalists' dem

ands include: calling a m
eeting of the

Suprem
e Soviet, annulm

ent of the Suprem
e Soviet that had

accepted K
enjaev's resignation, annulm

ent of the decrees
forced on the Suprem

e Soviet by the O
pposition, dism

issal of
those appointed to the Suprem

e Soviet at its last m
eeting,

replacem
ent of T

urajonzoda w
ith Sharifzoda, and a

constitution w
hereby the head of the Suprem

e Soviet is
elected by the people.

 N
abiev issues an order to form

 a N
ational Front for

T
ajikistan; freedom

 of conscience and religion in T
ajikistan

passes.

1992
00 M

ay
U

zbek soldiers serving in the C
IS are recalled.

1992
00 M

ay
N

azarbaev fails in his attem
pt to obtain U

S guarantees of
security in return for K

azakhstan’s giving up its strategic
nuclear w

eapons.

1992
7 M

ay
B

etw
een M

ay 7 and 10, after they sign an agreem
ent to form

a coalition governm
ent, K

enjayev and V
ice-President D

ustev
are dism

issed by the in-com
ing Suprem

e Soviet; Iskandarov
replaces K

enjayev; a com
m

ittee of 14 is form
ed to investigate

the causes of the national plight; prom
inent com

m
unists,

K
enjayev, H

uvaidullaev, D
ustev, A

bdullojonov, and A
chilov,

leave D
ushanbe.

 In the course of the punishm
ent m

eted out by the victorious
O

pposition to the C
onstitutionalists, in D

ushanbe, 108 are
killed, 233 are w

ounded, and 104 are unaccounted for.

1992
14 M

ay
In T

ajikistan, the w
ar m

oves from
 D

ushanbe to Q
urqanteppe;

Safarov and R
ustam

 A
bdurrahim

 form
 the Popular Front for

the defense of K
ulab.

1992
15 M

ay
K

yrgyzstan signs the C
om

m
onw

ealth of Independent State’s
Security T

reaty.

1992
25 M

ay
C

onstitution C
om

m
ittee recognizes the legality of the

coalition governm
ent.
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1992
00 Jun.

K
azakh becom

es K
azakhstan’s official state language.

R
ussian is reduced to language of inter-republic and

international com
m

unication.

1992
1 Jun.

O
pposition defeats the C

om
m

unists in the south and
devastates the V

akhsh and K
irov sovkhozes. T

he people of
the T

urkm
enistan kolkhoz, K

uybishev, Jilikul, and
K

um
sangir spearhead the invasion. H

undreds are killed.

1992
22 Jun.

N
iyazov is reelected president (99.5%

).

1992
28 Jun.

D
r. B

urhanuddin R
abbani becom

es the president of
A

fghanistan am
id factional strife and Sunni/Shi’i conflict.

1992
10 Jul.

Iranian A
m

erican A
ndre K

irk A
gassi w

ins at W
im

bledon.

1992
31 Jul.

Iran buys 110 com
bat aircraft from

 R
ussia.

1992
8 A

ug.
A

yatollah Sayyid A
bolqassem

 K
hoi (92) passes aw

ay;
G

olpayegani becom
es the Shi'ite w

orld's only m
arja'.

1992
12 A

ug.
President N

abiev's report on the state of the country raises
questions about his leadership. Several deputies, including
T

urajonzoda, call on him
 to resign voluntarily.

1992
14 A

ug.
From

 A
ug. 14 through 18, the K

horog A
greem

ent fails
because opposing groups refuse to give up their w

eapons,
rather, m

ore arm
s arrive from

 A
fghanistan, and m

ore
w

eapons are brought from
 other C

IS states. O
ther factors

include the O
pposition's reluctance to disarm

 its ow
n

m
em

bers.

1992
24 A

ug.
T

ajikistan's State Prosecutor N
urollo H

uvaidullaev and his
chauffeur are killed by unidentified gunm

en in D
ushanbe. T

he
attackers, w

ho escape in H
uvaidullaev's car, had broken into

H
uvaidullaev's office in Jun. dem

anding that the prosecutor
should drop a bribery case against the form

er m
ayor of

D
ushanbe, M

aqsud Ikrom
ov. T

his connection suggests
O

pposition involvem
ent, especially in relation to N

abiev's
attem

pt at rem
oving opposition sym

pathizers from
 the

N
ational Security State and D

efense C
om

m
ittees. M

ore
im

portantly, it suggests that the third and last pillar of
N

abiev's support--D
ustev and K

enjaev being the other tw
o--is

destroyed.
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1992
2 Sept.

In Q
urqanteppe, betw

een 2 Sept. and 27 Sept., a tow
n w

hich
is cut off from

 the rest of T
ajikistan and w

hich already faced
w

ith bread, w
ater, and gas shortages, a reign of terror begins.

T
hose w

ho try to leave the city are invariably beheaded.

 O
pposition forces are kept at bay at U

rgut M
ahallah for three

days. T
hereafter, the O

pposition loots U
rgut M

ahallah of all
its savings of the past seventy years.

 W
hen L

om
ontosov M

ahallah is captured, 200 of its youth are
killed during the sam

e night.

 From
 hiding in the headquarters of the R

ussian 102 division,
N

abiev directs Safarov and L
angariev to enter Q

urqanteppe
and D

ushanbe.

1992
7 Sept.

A
t the D

ushanbe airport, the O
pposition forces N

abiev at
gunpoint to resign. A

s president, N
abiev fails to m

eet the
needs of the parties that elected him

. Iskandarov becom
es

A
cting President; K

hudonazarov becom
es his advisor. T

he
201st division of the R

ussian arm
y, stationed in D

ushanbe for
m

any years, controls the city and the form
er Soviet industrial

com
plexes as R

ussian property.

1992
9 Sept.

First year of independence is celebrated.

1992
12 Sept.

Form
er Prim

e M
inister A

li A
m

ini (87) passes aw
ay in Paris.

1992
19 Sept.

U
N

 representatives m
eet w

ith the heads of the D
P, the IR

P,
the R

astokhiz, and m
inority representatives in D

ushanbe and
travel to K

ulab. A
t the sam

e tim
e, G

overnm
ent

representatives, including O
tokhon L

atifi (journalist) and
K

hudonazarov (peace m
ediator) travel to N

arak and
Q

urqanteppe to study the situation.

1992
22 Sept.

Im
om

 Shohkarim
 A

l-H
usaini (A

ga K
han IV

) appoints
K

hudonazarov the spiritual m
urid (leader) of the Ism

a'ilis of
T

ajikistan; A
bdullojonov m

eets w
ith the heads of the

O
pposition parties and national fronts.
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1992
26 Sept.

B
etw

een Septem
ber 26 and 28, R

ussian troops rescue
Iskandarov and A

bdullojonov held hostage in K
ulab. Safarov

and Sai'dov enter Q
urqanteppe. O

pposition m
oves into

K
olkhozabad and Jilikul w

here it joins M
ullah U

m
ar.

 Seven tons of flour and 500 tons of sugar are sent to 12,000
refugees in K

ulab.

1992
30 Sept.

In T
ajikistan, w

om
en of Q

urqanteppe, K
ofarnihon, and

D
ushanbe protest the killing of their m

en and the grow
ing

R
ussian presence.

 Pro-N
abiev forces in K

ulab dem
and the rem

oval of
prom

inent opposition figures: D
eputy Prim

e M
inister D

avlat
U

sm
on, T

ajik R
adio and T

V
 C

hairm
an M

irbobo M
irrahim

ov,
and the deputy N

ational Security C
om

m
ittee C

hairm
an

D
avlat A

m
inov. T

hey also ask for the rem
oval of

T
urajonzoda from

 his post as the highest-ranking M
uslim

clergym
an in T

ajikistan.

1992
8 O

ct.
B

etw
een O

ctober 8 and 24, in T
ajikistan, as the O

pposition
w

eakens and its constituent parties are disestablished, the
chaotic situation in D

ushanbe w
orsens. K

enjaev raids the
Internal A

ffairs O
ffice of R

egar and carries aw
ay all its guns

and am
m

unition.

 T
he D

ushanbe-K
ulab highw

ay is placed under R
ussian

protection. Fighting intensifies in Q
urqanteppe; centers are set

up in K
ulab and D

ushanbe to receive refugees.

 H
igh-ranking officials leave D

ushanbe.

1992
23 O

ct.
A

yatollah A
hm

ad Jannati w
arns against the return of Iranian

exiles w
ho, along w

ith their pow
er, w

ould bring corrupt
W

estern values detrim
ental to M

uslim
 artists trying to express

them
selves.
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1992
24 O

ct.
O

n O
ctober 24 and 25, in T

ajikistan, K
enjayev and

A
bdurrahim

 shoot their w
ay into D

ushanbe, capture the
President's Palace, and try to capture the radio and television
stations. T

heir plans fail because, for various reasons,
Safarov, Sa'idov, and L

angariev do not participate in the
attack to carry out their assigned tasks.

 A
bdurrahim

, a Professor of E
nglish and a m

aster guitar
player, enters politics w

ith Safarov from
 K

ulab and K
enjayev

from
 H

issar. In the assault on D
ushanbe, he sides w

ith
K

enjayev. W
hen the pro-Iskandarov forces retake the

President's Palace, A
bdurrahim

 is m
ysteriously abducted and

killed. 800 arm
ed B

adakhshanis surround D
ushanbe and

tighten the circle around K
enjaev's forces.

 D
iscussion am

ong Iskandarov, K
enjayev, and representatives

of R
ussia results in a com

prom
ise. K

enjayev prom
ises to pull

his forces back in exchange for Iskandarov's setting a date for
the Suprem

e Soviet to m
eet in K

hujand.

1992
26 O

ct.
B

etw
een O

ctober 26 and 27, departure from
 the city

continues; Safarov pushes the O
pposition out of

K
olkhozabad; in K

ulab, Safarov kills Jonkhon R
izoev, w

ho
had been putting a peace plan together.

 A
fter losing Q

ubadiyan and Shahrtuz, the O
pposition m

oves
to K

um
sangir and Panj. A

 group occupies the "B
ishe-yi

Palangon" restricted zone in Jilikul.

 B
lockade of the railw

ay from
 U

zbekistan creates a critical
shortage of food in D

ushanbe.

1992
4 N

ov.
In a sum

m
it m

eeting in M
oscow

, all C
entral A

sian leaders
discuss the situation in T

ajikistan.

1992
9 N

ov.
Iskandarov announces N

ov. the 16th as the date for the
K

hujand m
eeting of the Suprem

e Soviet; R
epresentatives of

T
ursunzoda, H

issar, and Shahr-i N
av denounce the Suprem

e
Soviet as illegal, ask the com

m
ander of the 201st R

ussian
division to take control until N

ov. 16th.
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1992
10 N

ov.
D

ushanbe is under the protection of the R
ussian arm

y w
hich

is not to interfere w
ith the internal affairs of T

ajikistan;
Iskandarov and m

em
bers of coalition governm

ent resign;
M

ay-N
ov. C

oalition governm
ent ends.

1992
16 N

ov.
B

etw
een N

ovem
ber 16 and 21, the16th session of the

Suprem
e Soviet in K

hujand accepts N
abiev's official

resignation; it also accepts Iskandarov's resignation. Im
om

ali
R

ahm
onov is elected C

hairm
an of the Suprem

e Soviet;
A

bdulm
alik A

bdullojonov is elected Prim
e M

inister.

R
ahm

onov (b. 1952, D
anghara, K

ulab) is a graduate of
T

ajikistan State U
niversity (1982) in econom

ics. H
e serves as

the director of the W
orkers U

nion of the L
enin kolkhoz and

w
orks for K

ulab C
P. In Jul. 1988, he becom

es the director of
the L

enin sovkhoz in D
anghara. H

e is elected C
hair of the

E
xecutive C

om
m

ittee of the K
ulab Soviet on N

ov. 2, 1992,
C

hair of the Suprem
e Soviet of T

ajikistan in N
ov. 19, 1992,

and President of the R
epublic in N

ov. 6, 1994.

1992
20 N

ov.
Iran threatens to sink its only subm

arine in the m
iddle of the

H
orm

uz Straits.

1992
22 N

ov.
R

ahm
onov m

eets the leaders of Shahrtuz, K
um

sangir, and
Panj regions in Shahrtuz; refugees return, bringing arm

s w
ith

them
; the new

ly opened railw
ay carries large am

ounts of food
and fuel south.

 C
ity districts and various regions of the country organize

their ow
n local guards w

ithout regard for either the internal
affairs officials or governm

ent troops. Som
e even invade the

governm
ent troops and the 201st R

ussian division.
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1992
24 N

ov.
In T

ajikistan, A
bdullojonov expresses concern for the 10,000-

12,000 w
ho gather in front of the bread factory daily; lack of

fuel stops all transportation; schools are cold.

 A
bdullojonov (b. 1949, K

hujand, L
eninabad) is a graduate of

T
echnological C

ollege of O
dessa (1971) in engineering. H

e
becom

es the M
inister of A

griculture in 1978 and Prim
e

M
inister in the coalition governm

ent in 1992; he is reelected
to the position and is authorized to organize m

inistries,
choose m

inisters, and suggest nam
es to the Suprem

e Soviet.
H

e is dism
issed in D

ec. 1993.

1992
25 N

ov.
Field com

m
anders of factions involved in the T

ajik civil w
ar

sign a ceasefire agreem
ent. A

ccusing the O
pposition as being

responsible for the fighting, Sangak Safarov, leader of the
pro-C

om
m

unist K
ulab Popular M

ovem
ent, refuses to join in

the agreem
ent. T

he anti-C
om

m
unist com

m
anders differ.

1992
27 N

ov.
In Iran, V

C
R

 ban is lifted.

1992
1 D

ec.
From

 D
ecem

ber 1-6, the 201st R
ussian division takes over

D
ushanbe, closes all entrance points; 16th session of the

Suprem
e Soviet ends; forces from

 H
issar, backed by

U
zbekistan, attack the O

pposition in D
ushanbe. O

pposition,
defeated, m

oves to Faizabad, K
ofarnihon, and the R

om
it

G
orge.

1992
4 D

ec.
Iran buys three subm

arines from
 R

ussia at $4.5 m
illion.

1992
4 D

ec.
T

he new
 governm

ent, approved by the C
om

m
unist-dom

inated
Suprem

e Soviet of T
ajikistan, consists m

ostly of pro-
C

om
m

unist K
ulabis.

 T
he Suprem

e Soviet votes to m
erge K

ulab and Q
urqanteppe

into a K
hatlon region. T

he tw
o regions had been united under

this nam
e from

 1988 to 1990, w
hen they w

ere separated due
to friction betw

een the K
ulabis and the people of

Q
urqanteppe. K

hatlon has been the scene of m
uch of the

fighting because K
ulab supports the C

onstitutionalists w
hile

Q
urqanteppe supports the O

pposition.
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1992
5 D

ec.
T

he C
om

m
unist m

ilitia in T
ajikistan tries to capture the

capital of D
ushanbe from

 the Islam
ic rebels but fails; 60

people are killed.

1992
7 D

ec.
R

ussia calls on Islam
ic m

ilitants to leave D
ushanbe.

1992
7 D

ec.
O

n D
ecem

ber 7-8, fighting continues betw
een the pro-

C
om

m
unist forces from

 H
issar and the Islam

ic-dem
ocratic

forces defending D
ushanbe on behalf of the O

pposition
sym

pathizers. A
n appeal is m

ade by the M
ilitary C

ouncil of
the defenders of D

ushanbe to the new
 C

hairm
an of

T
ajikistan's Suprem

e Soviet and the new
 governm

ent to start
w

orking in the capital.

 A
round 80,000 refugees from

 the fighting in T
ajikistan

gather near the A
fghan border in a series of cam

ps along the
A

m
u D

arya. T
he cam

ps lack food and m
edical supplies; R

ed
C

ross efforts to bring supplies, apparently from
 A

fghanistan,
are com

plicated by the continued fighting in T
ajikistan.

1992
8 D

ec.
In U

zbekistan, a new
 constitution is passed; parliam

ent is to
be reduced from

 500 to 150 m
em

bers.

1992
9 D

ec.
O

pposition sym
pathizers in D

ushanbe hand out arm
s to the

city's population in anticipation of an attack by the
C

onstitutionalist forces in the H
issar V

alley, w
est of the T

ajik
capital.

1992
11 D

ec.
Pro-com

m
unist forces capture D

ushanbe from
 Islam

ic forces.
N

ew
 president and prim

e m
inister arrive in D

ushanbe from
K

hujand.

1992:
11 D

ec.
C

onstitutionalist forces loyal to the new
 governm

ent of
T

ajikistan m
ove into the T

ajik capital, D
ushanbe, from

D
ecem

ber 11 through 13, form
erly under the control of

O
pposition sym

pathizers. T
he forces are led by the new

ly
appointed M

inister of Internal A
ffairs Y

aqub Salim
ov from

H
issar, a staging area w

est of D
ushanbe.

 W
agons full of fuel, m

otor oil, w
heat, and flour arrive in

D
ushanbe; the 39-day econom

ic siege ends.

1992
11 D

ec.
President B

ush pardons the leaders of Iran-C
ontra.
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1992
14 D

ec.
B

etw
een D

ecem
ber 14 and 16, R

ahm
onov arrives in

D
ushanbe, bans O

pposition publications, and initiates
crim

inal proceedings against O
pposition leaders.

 N
egotiations betw

een T
ajikistan's new

 governm
ent and

O
pposition m

ilitary com
m

anders continue. T
he goal of the

negotiations is to persuade the "Popular D
em

ocratic A
rm

y,"
supported by the O

pposition, to surrender its w
eapons before

use of force becom
es necessary. T

he negotiations are not
successful. T

he O
pposition leaves D

ushanbe for K
ofarnihon.

 Som
e 75,000 refugees w

ait on the T
ajik-A

fghan border to
cross into A

fghanistan in order to escape the fighting in
T

ajikistan. L
acking food, shelter, and fuel, the refugees rob

border installations and occupy them
. Indications are that the

refugees from
 T

ajikistan are not likely to find conditions
m

uch better in A
fghanistan.

1992
18 D

ec.
T

he K
afirnihon region becom

es the center of conflict betw
een

the T
ajik governm

ent and Islam
ic rebels.

1992
18 D

ec.
M

inister of Internal A
ffairs Y

aqub Salim
ov announces the

beginning of a large-scale governm
ent offensive against the

resistance in K
ofarnihon. B

lam
ing Suprem

e Judge A
kbar

T
urajonzoda for the conflict, Salim

ov charges the O
pposition

w
ith the use of 500 A

fghan m
ercenaries.

 T
he governm

ent announces its intention to restore centralized
control of the econom

y. A
 state m

onopoly on the export of
cotton, along w

ith required governm
ent perm

ission for export
of alum

inum
, one of T

ajikistan's m
ajor export item

s, are
initial steps in that direction.

1992
18 D

ec.
In Iran, betw

een the 18
th and 25

th of D
ecem

ber, m
en lose the

right to unilateral divorce. E
xpert w

om
an law

yer assures
w

om
en's rights; m

arriages w
ith secular A

zeris are banned.

1992
19 D

ec.
A

n U
zbek helicopter gunship is shot dow

n by rebels fighting
the governm

ent of T
ajikistan.

1992
22 D

ec.
A

s K
afirnihon falls to the governm

ent, rebels flee to the
Pam

irs and to A
fghanistan.
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1992
23 D

ec.
T

he Suprem
e Soviet C

hairm
an Im

om
ali R

ahm
onov appeals

on T
ajik T

V
 to G

orno-B
adakhshan, w

hich had, unilaterally,
declared itself an autonom

ous republic in D
ec. 1991, not to

destroy the territorial integrity of T
ajikistan. M

any of the
O

pposition fighters are either from
 B

adakhshan or are of
B

adakhshani descent. T
he presence of a C

onstitutionalist
governm

ent in D
ushanbe m

ight reinforce B
adakhshani

dem
ands for autonom

y.

1992
27 D

ec.
Pro-governm

ent m
ilitary leader Sangak Safarov rem

inds the
O

pposition on T
ajik T

V
 to turn in their w

eapons to the
Internal A

ffairs O
ffices. T

hus far, out of 18,000 w
eapons,

only 3,000 sm
all arm

s are confiscated; R
ahm

onov extends the
deadline for anti-governm

ent forces to surrender their
w

eapons to Jan. 4.

1992
30 D

ec.
T

ajik governm
ent captures Panj; thousands of T

ajiks flee to
A

fghanistan.

1992
30 D

ec.
T

here are som
e 800,000 refugees and hom

eless people in
T

ajikistan as w
ell as 100,000 T

ajik refugees w
ho have fled to

A
fghanistan. M

any of the latter refugees are in regions
controlled by the H

ezbi Islam
i of A

fghan fundam
entalist

leader G
ulbuddin H

ekm
atyar, over w

hom
 the K

abul
governm

ent has no control. T
alks begin betw

een T
ajik

governm
ent representatives and A

fghan officials but there is
probably little K

abul can do to help the latter group to return
to T

ajikistan.

1993
7 Jan.

E
m

ergency and curfew
 are declared in D

ushanbe.

1993
21 Jan.

R
ussia dem

ands control of all nuclear w
eapons from

 the C
IS.

1993
22 Jan.

T
urkm

enistan refuses to sign the treaty for closer integration
in the C

IS.

1993
22 Jan.

Iran condem
ns U

S attack on Iraq; C
iting the w

ars in B
osnia,

Palestine, Som
alia, India, T

ajikistan, and the C
aucasus,

Jannati accuses the W
est of anti-Islam

ism
.

1993
28 Jan.

T
he K

azakh language becom
es the official state language.
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1993
12 F

eb.
M

ajles investigative com
m

ittee report indicts Iran T
V

 for
show

ing too m
any A

m
erican w

esterns and for allow
ing its

fem
ale staff to appear on the air im

properly dressed.

1993
12 F

eb.
T

he M
uftiyyot of T

ajikistan is inaugurated. M
ufti Fathullo

Sharifzoda of H
issar V

alley--a stronghold of pro-governm
ent

forces--pledges to stay clear of politics. M
eanw

hile,
T

urajonzoda, charged w
ith crim

inal behavior in support of the
anti-C

om
m

unist opposition coalition during 1992 w
ar, is

sought by the authorities.

1993
6 M

ar.
In T

ajikistan, governm
ent troops finally retake the R

om
it

G
orge east of D

ushanbe from
 O

pposition forces .
G

overnm
ent is also in control of m

any settlem
ents in the

G
harm

 region, one of the m
ost im

portant strongholds of the
O

pposition. N
egotiations w

ith the O
pposition forces in

B
adakhshan to persuade arm

ed groups in that region to
surrender their w

eapons continues.

1993
7 M

ar.
R

abbani and H
ikm

atyar try to run A
fghanistan as president

and prem
ier as the civil w

ar in the country continues.

1993
18 M

ar.
N

iyazov refuses form
ation of political parties and vow

s to
stop Islam

ic fundam
entalism

.

1993
30 M

ar.
In T

ajikistan, Sangak Safarov and Faizali Saidov are killed in
Q

urqanteppe.

 Sangak Safarov (b. 1928) com
es into prom

inence after his
appointm

ent as N
ational Front C

om
m

ander. B
etw

een 1950
and 1978, he spends 23 years in prison on a variety of charges
including m

urder. H
e w

orks closely w
ith N

abiev to neutralize
T

urajonzoda and the O
pposition forces in the south and to

install a constitutional governm
ent in T

ajikistan. Sa'idov is
Safarov's restive deputy com

m
ander.
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1993
00 A

pr.
In T

ajikistan, Jalol Ikrom
i (b. 1909), the m

ost im
portant T

ajik
novelist after A

ini, passes aw
ay. Ikrom

i cam
e to prom

inence
after the publication of his D

ukhtar-i O
tash (T

he D
aughter of

Fire), a vivid portrayal of the situation of w
om

en in pre-
revolutionary B

ukhara (1969) as w
ell as his D

avozdah
D

arvoza-yi B
okhara (T

he T
w

elve G
ates of B

ukhara), w
hich

deals w
ith the im

portant social, political, and historical events
during the first days of the R

evolution.

1993
6 A

pr.
U

.S. oil com
pany C

hevron finalizes agreem
ent w

ith
K

azakhistan to develop the T
engiz oilfield.

1993
10 A

pr.
M

oham
m

ad Salih, chairm
an of E

rk, is arrested in U
zbekistan.

1993
1 M

ay
D

iplom
at Ism

at K
attani is appointed as the U

N
 Secretary-

G
eneral’s special envoy to T

ajikistan.

1993
5 M

ay
T

he Suprem
e Soviet of K

irghizia adopts a new
 constitution.

1993
10 M

ay
T

he K
irghiz governm

ent adopts the som
 as the republic’s new

currency.

1993
10 M

ay
T

he national K
yrgyz currency, the som

, is introduced.

1993
14 M

ay
N

iyazov refuses to support an econom
ic union am

ong the C
IS

m
em

bers.

1993
14 M

ay
A

 $60 m
illion credit is approved for K

irghizia by the W
orld

B
ank.

1993
22 M

ay
T

he U
.S., Japan, and Sw

itzerland approved a com
bined loan

of $220 m
illion for K

irghizia.

1993
00 Jun.

Seven w
estern oil com

panies and K
azakhstan resolve to

explore 1,000 km
 of the C

aspian Sea.

1993
00 Jun.

U
S Peace C

orps volunteers arrive in K
azakhstan to teach

E
nglish and to help the K

azakhs develop sm
all businesses.

1993
10 Jun.

R
afsanjani is reelected president.

1993
15 Jun.

T
he C

IS abandons its plans regarding the setting up of a joint
arm

ed force.
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1993
20 Jun.

B
etw

een Jun e20 and 26, B
adakhshan gives up its claim

 to
independence; first food convoy reaches K

harog since w
inter;

Suprem
e C

ourt of T
ajikistan bans four opposition parties,

confiscates their assets, and issues crim
inal charges against

their leaders; R
ahm

onov annuls all decrees issued by
Iskandarov, pledges to build dem

ocracy.

1993
28 Jun.

K
azakhstan’s new

 constitution provides for the election of a
president for a five-year term

.

1993
9 Jul.

Iranians protest lifestyle disparity betw
een the clergy and the

rest of society.

1993
20 Jul.

R
ahm

onov stresses the im
portance of reopening the strategic

D
ushanbe-K

horog road, currently blocked by rebels. T
he

road, w
hich becom

es blocked by snow
 in Sept., is the only

m
eans to bring relief supplies and food to the G

orno-
B

adakhshon A
utonom

ous O
blast, w

here there have been
reports of m

alnutrition and disease.

1993
23 Jul.

V
ice Squads rew

ard w
om

en w
ho abide by the strict Islam

ic
dress code; fine transgressors. 178 shops are closed for selling
alcohol, pornography, and disapproved m

usic.

1993
27 Jul.

T
ajikistan allow

s four-w
ay talks w

ith R
ussia, A

fghanistan and
U

zbekistan but not w
ith the O

pposition.

1993
6 A

ug.
In M

oscow
, N

azarbaev distinguishes Islam
ic fundam

entalism
as a threat to C

entral A
sia and R

ussia.

1993
9 A

ug.
R

ussian president Y
eltsin urges the T

ajiks to start talks w
ith

the O
pposition.

1993
24 A

ug.
T

he U
N

 Security C
ouncil urges T

ajik governm
ent to open

talks w
ith the O

pposition.

1993
25 A

ug.
T

he C
IS D

efense M
inisters set up a coalition force to control

T
ajik insurgents.

1993
26 A

ug.
T

ajik court sentences IR
P Presidium

 m
em

ber A
jit A

liev to
death on charges of treason.

1993
2 Sept.

U
zbek parliam

ent passes law
 in favor of L

atin script.

1993
9 Sept.

D
aew

oo sets up a car plant w
orth $500 m

illion in A
ndijan,

U
zbekistan.
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1993
9 Sept.

R
ussian Foreign M

inister A
ndrei K

ozyrev urges the T
ajik

governm
ent to talk to the O

pposition.

1993
16 Sept.

K
arim

ov w
arns the U

S against interfering in U
zbekistan’s

affairs, esp. w
ith regard to hum

an rights.

1993
8 O

ct.
M

ajles (261 m
ale, 9 fem

ale) defeats a proposal to create a
com

m
ittee on w

om
en's issues.

1993
25 O

ct.
U

.S. prom
ises $85 m

illion for the dism
antling of K

azakh
nuclear w

eapons.

1993
29 O

ct.
T

he new
 currency M

anat replaces the rouble in T
urkm

enistan.

1993
3 N

ov.
U

zbekistan threatens R
ussia that it w

ould create its ow
n

currency independent of the rouble. U
zbekistan needs

solvency, U
zbekistan needs $840 m

illion.

1993
14 N

ov.
T

he new
 U

zbek currency, the som
, is introduced.

1993
15 N

ov.
K

azakhstan introduces its ow
n currency, the T

enge.

1993
19 N

ov.
T

hree Iranians w
orking in the U

S file law
suits charging

ethnic discrim
ination.

1993
26 N

ov.
U

S Senate reaffirm
s its 1982, 84, 88, 90, and 92 resolutions

condem
ning Iran's treatm

ent of B
aha'is.

1993
3 D

ec.
R

estrictions on w
hat w

om
en can study, i.e., half of m

ath and
a quarter of hum

anities and experim
ental courses, are lifted.

1993
10 D

ec.
K

irghizia’s V
ice-President Felix K

ulov resigns after being
accused of illegal gold trading.

1993
17 D

ec.
G

olpayegani (96), w
orld-Shi'ite m

arja', passes aw
ay.

1993
24 D

ec.
K

ham
enei and A

raki are nom
inated m

arja's. K
ham

enei's
nom

ination creates a conflict betw
een the religious and

political strands of the republic and opposes the Shi'ite
principle of unencum

bered decision m
aking.
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1993
29 D

ec.
B

ozor Sobir (b. O
ct. 20, 1938), outstanding T

ajik poet, is
found not guilty by T

ajikistan's Suprem
e C

ourt and
im

m
ediately freed. Sobir, a m

em
ber of the outlaw

ed
O

pposition, w
as arrested in M

arch for "crim
es against the

state" including inciting inter-ethnic tension. T
he governm

ent
case against B

ozor Sobir has draw
n severe criticism

 from
foreign hum

an rights organizations.

1994
7 Jan.

K
ham

enei nam
es A

raki as m
arja'. E

fforts are expended on the
creation of a single m

arja' for all Shi'ites.

1994
18 F

eb.
A

uthorities are disappointed at exiled Iranians' returning
w

ithout their assets.

1994
22 F

eb.
M

ustafa M
irsalim

 becom
es culture m

inister; calls for a purge
of W

estern influences.

1994
25 F

eb.
Iran purchases five oil tankers from

 South K
orea; six of the

14 units of the A
rak petrochem

ical com
plex becom

e
operational.

1994
7 M

ar.
N

azarbaev, running unopposed, is elected for a second term
as presdient of K

azakhstan.

1994
8 M

ar.
T

urajonzoda confirm
s earlier reports that the T

ajik
O

pposition in exile is w
illing to negotiate w

ith representatives
of the T

ajik governm
ent in order to end the fighting betw

een
governm

ent troops and O
pposition forces based in

A
fghanistan and inside T

ajikistan itself. A
ccording to

T
urajonzoda, the U

N
, R

ussia, A
fghanistan, Iran, and Pakistan

have accepted to serve as observers of the peace process.

1994
21 M

ar.
Iran disagrees w

ith R
ussia on the integrity of the electronic

system
s of the tw

o subm
arines delivered.

1994
27 A

pr.
B

ishkek and C
olorado Springs, C

olorado, becom
e sister

cities.

1994
6 Jul.

K
azak parliam

ent and nazarbaev decide that the K
azakh

capital should be m
oved from

 A
lm

aty to A
km

ola (w
hite

grave), later on this nam
e is changed to A

stana.
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1994
20 Jul.

T
he Suprem

e Soviet restores the office of president and sets
Sept. 25 as the date for a presidential election. R

ahm
onov

calls on the legislature to com
bine the offices of parliam

ent
chairm

an and president of the country. T
he presidency w

as
abolished by the Suprem

e Soviet in 1992 to prevent N
abiev,

ousted by gun-w
ielding O

ppositionists, from
 becom

ing
president again.

1994
00 Sept.

T
aliban, a group of A

fghan theological school students
trained in the refugee cam

ps in Pakistan, take over a 30-truck
convoy traveling betw

een Pakistan and C
entral A

sia. T
he

event sets off a series of skirm
ishes betw

een the T
aliban and

the governm
ent of A

fghanistan. D
uring this year, the T

aliban
m

ilitia advances rapidly against the Islam
ic governm

ent
form

ed by the M
ujahedin. R

ashid D
ostum

 in the northest and
H

ekm
atyar in the south continue to clash against R

abbani's
governm

ent, clashes that, in the long run, benefit the T
aliban.

K
abul is reduced to rubble.

1994
19 O

ct.
Sum

m
it in T

urkey discusses the construction of oil land gas
pipelines betw

een C
entral A

sia and E
urope through T

urkey.

1994
6 N

ov.
R

ahm
onov is elected president (60%

 of the vote). W
hile

R
ahm

onov describes the poll as "the m
ost dem

ocratic of
elections," a spokesm

an for A
bdullodjonov com

plains that
they have stopped logging rules that have been violated; new
T

ajik constitution reconciling the form
er law

s w
ith new

constitutional standards is adopted.

1995
00 Jan.

T
aliban capture the traditional heartland of A

fghanistan, the
province of G

hazni.

1995
10 M

ar.
T

aliban capture the leader of the W
ahdat (unity) party, A

bdul
A

li M
azari. T

hey also seize K
arte Seh in K

abul province.

1995
11 M

ar.
A

fghan governm
ent forces free K

arte Seh and set up a
security force to prevent vandalism

.

1995
13 M

ar.
W

ahdat Party leader, A
bdul A

li M
azari, is killed en route to

Q
andahar.

1995
15 M

ar.
Influential Iranian author, A

liakbar Saidi Sirjani, is arrested
on alleged drugs, hom

osexuality, and treason charges.
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1995
17 M

ar.
K

hom
eini's son, A

hm
ad, passes aw

ay; Iran opposes sex-
education in schools.

1995
19 M

ar.
A

fghan governm
ent forces free the tow

n of C
harasiyab.

1995
23 M

ar.
T

aliban m
urder C

om
m

ander M
oham

m
ad Panah, a M

ujahid
fam

ous for his exploits during the A
fghans' w

ar w
ith the

Soviets.

1995
29 M

ar.
A

 m
ass grave containing 22 bodies belonging to the W

ahdat
Party m

em
bers elim

inated by the T
aliban is uncovered in

C
harasiyab.

1995
6 A

pr.
N

ew
 T

ajik parliam
ent elects the chairm

an of the Popular
Party of T

ajikistan, law
yer Safarali R

ajabov, as its speaker by
an overw

helm
ing m

ajority. R
ajabov is the only candidate

nom
inated for the post, follow

ing R
ahm

onov's statem
ent that

the head of state and parliam
ent speaker should not com

e
from

 the sam
e region. T

he K
ulabi candidate A

bdulm
ajid

D
ostiev (R

ahm
onov is a native of K

ulab) becom
es first

deputy speaker.

1995
29 A

pr.
A

 national referendum
 installs N

azarbaev as president of
K

azakhstan until the year 2000.

1995
10 M

ay
T

he provincial capital of Farah is freed by A
fghan

governm
ent forces. Fifty T

aliban fighters and seven Pakistani
individuals are taken prisoner.

1995
23 M

ay
T

he spiritual leader of the Ism
aili M

uslim
s, Prince K

arim
 A

ga
K

han, m
eets w

ith R
ahm

onov and signs an accord on long-
term

 developm
ent program

s in T
ajikistan. T

he A
ga K

han
Foundation, operating in T

ajikistan since 1993, sponsors
agrarian reform

 program
s, particularly in the G

orno-
B

adakhshan region populated by 200,000 Ism
aili M

uslim
s.

1995
21 Jul.

In T
ehran, T

ajik President R
ahm

onov and U
T

O
 leader, N

uri,
reach agreem

ent to end inter-T
ajik hostilities.

1995
00 A

ug.
In K

yrgyzstan, the m
illennium

 of w
arrior M

anas is
celebrated.

1995
10 A

ug.
Iranian carpet exporters are given m

ore support, better
facilities.
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1995
15 A

ug.
Saidam

ir Z
uhurov replaces Y

aqub Salim
ov w

ho has been
accused of carrying out an independent policy, being a
stum

bling block to the peace process, and heading a personal
arm

y of 20,000 troops. U
nlike Salim

ov, w
ho is associated

w
ith the D

ushanbe m
afia, Z

uhurov is a professional in favor
of holding talks w

ith the O
pposition.

1995
23 A

ug.
C

linton signals w
illingness of U

S to discuss differences w
ith

Iran.

1995
24 A

ug.
Iran's balance of trade show

s a $6 billion surplus.

1995
25 A

ug.
G

rishk is retaken from
 the T

aliban and lost to them
 again.

1995
31 A

ug.
T

aliban capture D
elaram

.

1995
4 Sept.

Shindad and its airport fall into the hands of the T
aliban.

1995
5 Sept.

H
erat falls to the T

aliban. Schools are closed and sports are
labeled un-Islam

ic.

1995
6 Sept.

A
fghans blam

e Pakistan for the fall of H
erat to the T

aliban.
A

fghan protestors enter the Pakistani em
bassy in K

abul and
beat up the Pakistani am

bassador. Five A
fghan security forces

lose their lives in the struggle.

1995
24 Sept.

T
aliban put the governm

ent in K
abul on notice.

1995
12 O

ct.
B

etw
een O

ctober 12 and 18, in Iran the annual petrochem
ical

output is up 22%
; A

shraf-ol-Sadat Sanei becom
es Iran's first

w
om

an deputy health m
inister; Iran-T

urkm
enistan gas

pipeline construction starts.

1995
20 N

ov.
R

afsanjani picks ground for the K
urdistan Steel M

ill.

1995
17 D

ec.
T

aliban begin their assault on K
abul by firing 11 rockets into

the city. 12 civilians are killed, 15 are w
ounded. Pul-i K

hishti
M

osque is hit by rockets killing 5 w
orhipers.

1995
20 D

ec.
B

etw
een 20 and 26 D

ecem
ber, the T

aliban continued their
bom

bardm
ent into K

abul. M
any civilians are killed and m

any
hom

es are destroyed.

1995
30 D

ec.
R

etaliatory air raids by the A
fghan governm

ent result in the
death of T

aliban com
m

ander M
ullah M

eshr and 70 of his
m

en.
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1996
1 Jan.

B
etw

een January 1 and January 14, T
aliban w

ith rockets and
governm

ent forces by air raids exchange fire for the control of
K

abul. A
 num

ber of fighters on both sides and m
any civilians

are killed and w
ounded.

1996
11 Jan.

In Iran foreign w
ords used in w

riting affect the granting of
perm

ission to publish; construction of a m
ajor art and culture

com
plex com

prising an am
phitheater, 3 m

ovie houses, an art
center, and a library begins in T

ehran.

1996
21 Jan.

T
he state-sanctioned spiritual leader of T

ajikistan, Fathullo
Sharifzoda, along w

ith his w
ife, son, daughter-in-law

, and one
other person are found m

urdered at their house w
est of

D
ushanbe. T

he 53-year-old m
ufti had occupied his position

since D
ec. 1992, w

hen President R
ahm

onov cam
e to pow

er.

1996
26 Jan.

Form
erly loyal w

arlords attack the T
ajik cities of T

ursunzode,
w

est of D
ushanbe, and Q

urqanteppe, in the south. Supported
by 300 cadres, tw

o tanks, and tw
o arm

ored personnel carriers,
form

er T
ursunzode M

ayor Ibod B
oim

atov, captures the
alum

inum
 factory in the city. In the south, M

ahm
ud

K
hudaberdiyev, the com

m
ander of the first brigade, takes

control of the police station and governm
ent buildings in

Q
urqanteppe. B

oth m
en dem

and that the governm
ent step

dow
n.

1996
31 Jan.

5 bodies believed to have been killed and buried by T
aliban

are uncovered in C
harasiyab. T

he reason for the kidnaping of
these individuals from

 south K
abul and the cause for their

elim
ination rem

ains unknow
n.

1996
2 F

eb.
K

hudaberdiyev and B
aim

atov advance to w
ithin 15 km

 of
D

ushanbe, placing pressure on R
ahm

onov and the Suprem
e

Soviet to dism
iss the governm

ent. R
ahm

onov, supported by
pro-governm

ent fighters gathered in the D
ushanbe stadium

,
denounces the rebellious com

m
anders as puppets of foreign

forces intent on w
iping the republic off the m

ap.
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1996
4 F

eb.
A

s a result of the uprisings, betw
een February 4 and 19,

R
ahm

onov reshuffles governm
ent and appoints Y

ahyo
A

zim
ov H

ead of G
overnm

ent. H
e further accepts the

resignation of First D
eputy Prim

e M
inister M

ahm
adsaid

U
badollaev.

1996
22 F

eb.
In T

ajikistan, N
uri claim

s that the O
pposition controls 70%

 of
T

ajikistan.

1996
24 F

eb.
T

he first Iranian-m
ade oil platform

 in the C
aspian Sea

becom
es operational; U

S agrees to pay com
pensation for

shooting dow
n an Iranian airbus.

1996
00 M

ar.
D

uring M
arch and A

pril, R
afsanjani calls expatriates a

valuable asset for Iran; A
m

erica expands its econom
ic

sanctions to cover foreign firm
s trading w

ith Iran.

1996
1 M

ar.
U

zbek president lauds Iran's efforts in settling the T
ajik-

A
fghan crisis.

1996
11 M

ar.
Parliam

ent opens w
ithout O

pposition representation. T
he

O
pposition explains its decision not to attend by citing the

governm
ent's inability to guarantee the safety of opposition

representatives. N
uri fears that if one of his m

em
bers is killed

w
hile attending the session, his group w

ill have to retaliate,
destroying any chance of peace.

1996
13 M

ar.
R

ebellious com
m

ander K
hudaberdiyev is appointed deputy

head of the presidential guard. K
hudaberdiyev had advanced

to w
ithin 15 km

 of D
ushanbe in Jan. 1996.

1996
25 M

ar.
T

he Sarkhun-2 gas refinery (500 m
illion cubic feet capacity)

is inaugurated.

1996
00 A

pr.
D

uring A
pril and M

ay, four pages of the Shahtahm
asbi

Shahnam
e sell for $2.9 m

illion; price of bread rises 30-50
percent; H

izbullah supporters invade m
ovie theaters, break

video gam
e m

achines, and beat up m
oviegoers.

1996
3 A

pr.
M

ullah M
oham

m
ad O

m
ar is declared the A

m
ir-al-M

u'm
inn

(C
om

m
ander of all the Faithful).

134

1996
19 A

pr.
W

ithin 10 m
onths, w

ith addition of five 300,000 ton oil
tankers, Iran's oil tanker fleet w

ill reach 3.8 m
illion ton

capacity.

1996
13 M

ay
In T

ajikistan, 6,000 people dem
onstrate in U

rateppe asking
for better living conditions; 5 die w

hen troops fire on
dem

onstrators.

1996
15 M

ay
21,000 km

 optic fiber netw
ork along the Silk R

oad
contributes to Iran's participation in international trade;
com

pletion of Sarakhs-T
ajan railroad m

akes overland Silk
R

oad operational.

1996
30 M

ay
G

overnm
ent studies reasons for decline in sale of Iranian

carpets abroad.

1996
00 Jun.

G
ulbuddin H

ekm
atyar, head of H

ezbi-Islam
i, is appointed

prim
e m

inister.

1996
1 Jun.

K
abul governm

ent confirm
s the loss of C

haghcharan, capital
of the G

hor province, to the T
aliban.

1996
2 Jun.

H
ardliner A

li A
kbar N

ateq-N
ouri is reelected Speaker of the

M
ajles.

1996
19 Jun.

In a Soviet-style election, K
hoja A

m
onullo N

egm
atzoda

becom
es m

ufti.

1996
24 Jun.

C
linton states his w

illingness regarding talks w
ith Iran to

A
rab reporters.

1996
4 Jul.

Y
eltsin's international affairs adviser calls for Iran's greater

role in settling the T
ajik conflict.

1996
12 Jul.

In a session held in T
urkm

enistan, the T
ajik governm

ent and
the O

pposition agree to a ceasefire around T
avil-D

ara. T
he

agreem
ent requires the governm

ent to drop its requirem
ent

that the O
pposition forces in central T

ajikistan return to the
positions they held prior to Feb. 1996. T

he control of the
regional capital of T

avil-D
ara, near the only highw

ay linking
D

ushanbe w
ith the strategic city of K

horog, rem
ains a

question as both sides claim
 control over it.
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1996
22 Jul.

T
he typhoid epidem

ic w
hich broke out in late M

ay has
w

orsened. H
eavy rains and flood, devastating the sew

age and
drainage system

s, have spread infection as close as 18
kilom

eters to D
ushanbe. T

hus far, 3,500 cases have been
registered in rural areas, 45 have died.

1996
29 Jul.

In T
ajikistan, A

cadem
ician M

uham
m

ad O
sim

i (b. 1920) is
gunned dow

n. O
sim

i, a prom
inent m

em
ber of T

ajik society,
served the C

om
m

unist Party and the T
ajik governm

ent at
m

any levels. H
is contributions to T

ajik culture include
research in philosophy, physics, and m

athem
atics. A

t the end
of his life, he founded Payvand and served as its editor. T

he
journal is intended to create T

ajik solidarity w
orldw

ide.

1996
5 Sept.

In a m
ajor offensive in the east, T

aliban capture parts of
Paktia, the dom

ain of H
ezbi-Islam

i led by H
ekm

atyar. T
hey

also com
e to a large cache of w

eapons in an arm
s depot.

1996
11 Sept.

N
am

angan and its capital of Jalalabad fall to the T
aliban.

Pakistan closes its border w
ith A

fghanistan to prevent m
ore

refugees to enter its territory. H
aji Q

adir, the governor of
N

am
angan, hoever, m

anages to reach Pakistan. H
e claim

s that
he had surrendered N

am
angan to T

aliban to avoid a bloodbath
there.

1996
13 Sept.

T
he province of L

aghm
an and its capital of M

ehtar L
am

 fall
to the T

aliban.

1996
16 Sept.

Iran leases 10 A
ntonov-12 cargo planes from

 the R
ussian

Federation.

1996
22 Sept.

T
aliban claim

 to have captured the province of K
unar.

1996
25 Sept.

T
he tow

n of Sariabi, 31 m
iles to the east of the capital of

K
abul, falls to the T

aliban.

1996
27 Sept.

T
aliban enter K

abul. T
he R

abbani governm
ent troops, fearing

a m
assacre, flee. Form

er President N
ajibullah and his brother,

Shapur A
hm

adzai, are hung. R
efugees flood Pakistan w

hich
recognizes the new

 governm
ent.

1996
27 Sept.

President R
abbani and his governm

ent are forced out of
K

abul. A
n alliance is created am

ong T
aliban, the W

ahadat
(unity) Party, and R

ashid D
ostum

.
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1996
28 Sept.

T
he leader of the N

ational Islam
ic Salvation of A

fghanistan,
Sebghatullah M

ujadedi, confirm
s his full support of T

aliban.

1996
30 Sept.

T
aliban order all w

om
en to stay hom

e and attend to fam
ily

m
atters. T

hey m
ust be fully veiled. T

hey are no longer
allow

ed to go out alone or w
ear w

hite socks. M
en m

ust grow
beards. B

uzkashi, A
fghanistan's national sport, is outlaw

ed.

1996
1 O

ct.
In Jalalabad, M

aw
law

i M
oham

m
ad Y

unus K
hales, the leader

of H
ezb-i-Islam

i of A
fghanistan announced his support for

the T
aliban. T

he only enem
ies for T

aliban are now
 A

hm
ad

Shah M
ansur in the north and R

ashid D
ostum

 to the northeast
of the country.

1996
2 O

ct.
Pakistani recognizes the T

aliban as A
fghanistan's legitim

ate
rulers and calls the T

aliban leaders "m
en of piety." In K

abul,
the T

aliban enforce the required 5-tim
e prayer per day rule.

A
m

nesty International accuses the T
aliban of ccreating a

reign of terror.

1996
10 O

ct.
A

t the U
nited N

ations, A
bdul G

hafoorzai, the D
eputy Foreign

M
inister of A

fghanistan, denounces the T
aliban. T

aliban open
the door for friendship w

oth R
ashid D

ostum
 by calling him

 a
"M

uslim
 and an A

fghan".

1996
24 O

ct.
Sar C

hesm
a, a sm

all valliage north of the K
abul is set on fire

by the T
aliban.

1996
30 O

ct.
T

aliban delare Jihad on R
ashid D

ostum
 w

ho refuses their
overtures of cooperation.

1996
2 N

ov.
A

 revolt in K
unar against the T

aliban is crushed.

1996
3 N

ov.
T

aliban threaten the lives of w
om

en R
ed C

ross w
orker. Iran

accuses the T
aliban of prom

oting traffic in drugs along its
eastern borders.

1996
9 N

ov.
V

oice of A
m

erica reports on the severe beating of a foreign-
aid w

orker by the T
aliban.

1996
3 D

ec.
T

aliban leader M
ullah M

oham
m

ad O
m

ar advises against
harsh treatm

ent of K
abul citizens.
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1996
5 D

ec.
M

ajles forbids use of foreign w
ords by all sectors of society;

em
pow

ers the Farhangestan to coin necessary term
s. Foreign

w
ords for w

hich an equivalent is not necessary are exem
pt.

1996
30 D

ec.
Iran's U

N
 am

bassador ties change in Iran-U
S relations to U

S
attitude.

1997
 

In T
ajikistan, Sotim

 U
lughzoda (b. 1911) passes aw

ay in
M

oscow
. L

ike A
ini, U

lughzoda endeavors to reflect the society
of his tim

e in as realistic a m
anner as possible. H

is Subh-i
Javoni-i M

o (T
he M

orning of O
ur Y

outh), a delightful study of
the form

ative days of Soviet life in T
ajikistan, is an exam

ple.
U

lughzoda's deep love for the T
ajik farm

er, how
ever, is

reflected in his V
osse, an account of the life of T

ajikistan's
exem

plary revolutionary, V
osse (1845-1888).

1997
17 Jan.

In Iran, the President inaugurates the first stage of T
ehran's

sew
age system

, announces plans for the sam
e for 10 other

cities.

1997
22 Jan.

Iran negotiates to buy five new
 tankers. Japan, South K

orea,
C

hina, and C
roatia com

pete for the $260 m
illion project.

1997
29 Jan.

Italian tanning industry studies the possibility of production of
leather w

ear w
ith Iranian m

achinery.

1997
30 Jan.

Iran agrees w
ith the creation of an Indian-R

ussian-Iran axis for
solving regional problem

s.

1997
6 F

eb.
B

etw
een 6 and 12 February, Iran pays $5.8 billion of its

overdue foreign debt; petrochem
ical production is up by 20%

;
Iran's president states: T

oday w
e are not a cent in debt and, in

spite of the increasing need for com
m

odities, can control our
budget at $12 billion; R

ushdie rew
ard is increased to

$2,500,000.

1997
27 F

eb.
K

ham
enei refers to the forthcom

ing Iranian presidential election
as a reflection of people's presence and w

ill in shaping their
ow

n lives.

1997
28 F

eb.
B

etw
een 28 February and 8 A

pril, the T
abriz petrochem

ical
com

plex becom
es operational; Iran, the second producer of

petrochem
ical products in the M

iddle E
ast, serves 6,000

factories.
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1997
16 A

pr.
N

atiq N
ouri proposes a regional axis encom

passing Iran,
R

ussia, C
hina, and the new

ly-independent republics of C
entral

A
sia.

1997
21 A

pr.
Iran begins building 6 ocean liners at Persian G

ulf shipyard;
R

ussia and Iran sign agreem
ents on oil, gas cooperation; M

ayor
G

holam
hossein K

arbaschi, staunch K
hatam

i supporter, is
tem

porarily im
prisoned on corruption charges.

1997
30 A

pr.
In T

ajikistan, R
ahm

onov is w
ounded in an assassination attem

pt
in K

hujand. R
ahm

onov, w
ho w

as w
alking to a local theater to

give a speech m
arking the 65th anniversary of the city's

university, is w
ounded in the leg; his condition, how

ever, is not
"life-threatening." T

w
o people are reported dead and tw

o are
taken into custody.

1997
9 M

ay
O

f the 237 candidates for president of Iran, 4 are acceptable.

1997
16 M

ay
O

n the 16
th and 17

th of M
ay, R

ahm
anov and N

uri sign several
agreem

ents in B
ishkek. T

hey agree to a general am
nesty,

continued prisoner exchanges, and a plan to hand over 25%
 of

the seats in the C
entral E

lection C
om

m
ittee to the U

T
O

. T
hey

also agree to allow
 500 U

T
O

 m
em

bers into D
ushanbe to protect

their representatives on the com
m

ittee.

1997
22 M

ay
In T

ajikistan, betw
een M

ay 22 and M
ay 28, governm

ent and
U

T
O

 continue their peace talks in T
ehran, agree on political

reform
s, including recognition of opposition parties.
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1997:
23 M

ay
M

oham
m

ad K
hatam

i (b. 1943), a m
oderate cleric, w

ins the
presidential elections (70%

 of the vote). C
andidate K

hatam
i,

outlining his political, cultural, and econom
ic plans for the

nation, states that w
hile striving to be free, religious, and

responsible individuals, Iranians m
ust constantly be w

atchful of
exploitative nations.

 K
hatam

i uses the Internet to bring his view
s to the voters. A

fter
the elections, he consults experts and professionals to form

 a
cabinet w

ith an original outlook and a novel approach to the
nation's needs. H

e chooses D
r. E

btekar, a w
om

an physician
w

ith an outstanding record of service, as a vice-president.

 E
arlier, as the M

inister of C
ulture, K

hatam
i had em

phasized
the necessity of sports, m

usic, film
, and books for the

developm
ent of a w

ell-balanced society. W
hen criticized, citing

the "stagnant and retrograde" cultural clim
ate that "bedevils

cultural activities" in Iran, he resigns. R
afsanjani rejects the

resignation.

 K
hatam

i calls on Iraq to pay reparations for its 1980-1988
aggression against Iran.

1997
28 M

ay
T

ajik governm
ent and the U

T
O

 sign a peace agreem
ent in

T
ehran.

1997
1 Jun.

K
hatam

i states he is not against norm
alizing ties w

ith U
S.

1997
20 Jun.

E
xperts propose connecting the C

aspian and the Persian G
ulf

via a canal.

1997
26 Jun.

T
aliban deny any involvem

ent in drug trafficking even though
they support the cultivation of opium

 m
ore than the previous

regim
e.
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1997
27 Jun.

Peace agreem
ent is signed in M

oscow
. In addition to officially

ending the five-year conflict, the accord provides for the return
of opposition supporters and refugees to T

ajikistan, legalizes the
political parties that m

ake up the U
T

O
, and calls for the

integration of the arm
ed forces of both the governm

ent and the
U

T
O

. It also grants the U
T

O
 30%

 of governm
ent posts and

establishes a 26-m
em

ber reconciliation com
m

ission m
ade up of

an equal num
ber of representatives of the current governm

ent
and the U

T
O

.

1997
3 Jul.

In T
ajikistan, m

em
bers of the N

ational R
econciliation

C
om

m
ission (N

R
C

) are appointed. T
he 26 m

em
bers include 13

U
T

O
 and 13 T

ajik governm
ent representatives. T

he council w
ill

convene in M
oscow

 on 7 Jul. to elect a chairm
an from

 the U
T

O
and a deputy chairm

an from
 the governm

ent.

1997
22 Jul.

M
ajles honors R

afsanjani for his tw
o term

s as president.

1997
23 Jul.

R
ahm

onov asks Popular Front com
m

anders in south and central
T

ajikistan for help in disarm
ing their follow

ers in line w
ith

T
ajikistan's plans to cut arm

ed forces by 30 percent. T
he

com
m

anders express reservation. T
hey fear, "separatists," like

C
ol. M

ahm
ud K

hudaberdiyev, m
ight take advantage of the

returning forces.

1997
31 Jul.

In T
ajikistan, R

ezvon Sadirov kidnaps M
ufti N

egm
atzoda and

his fam
ily, holds them

 hostage to gain the release of his brother.

1997
7 A

ug.
118 Iranian university professors protest som

e B
ritish T

V
netw

orks' intention to air "N
ot W

ithout M
y D

aughter."

1997
13 A

ug.
R

ahm
onov fires m

utinous colonel K
hudoberdiev.

1997
20 A

ug.
M

ajles confirm
s K

hatam
i's cabinet.

1997
2 Sept.

T
ajik security forces free A

m
onullo N

egm
atzoda, the spiritual

leader of the country's M
uslim

s, as w
ell as his younger brother

and tw
o other people. T

he tw
o m

en w
ere taken hostage on 27

A
ug. by field com

m
ander R

ezvon Sadirov, w
ho dem

ands in
exchange the release of his brother B

ahrom
.
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1997
15 Sept.

T
he N

R
C

 m
eets. O

pening the m
eeting, R

ahm
onov calls on the

guarantor states of the peace process to continue their w
ork and

asks international donor organizations to help in the
reconstruction of the country. Sub-com

m
ittees are form

ed to
deal w

ith legal, m
ilitary, political, and refugee issues.

1997
7 O

ct.
U

S redeploys the w
arship N

im
itz in the Persian G

ulf; Iran's
Sepand autom

obile ready to leave the assem
bly line.

1997
12 O

ct.
K

hatam
i chooses ultra-radical M

ir-H
ossein M

usavi his top
advisor, hardliner V

elayati is dism
issed.

1997
15 O

ct.
A

li A
kbar T

urajonzoda, currently the deputy leader of the
U

nited T
ajik O

pposition (U
T

O
), is offered and has accepted the

post of first deputy prim
e m

inister. H
e reportedly aw

aits the
official announcem

ent of his new
 appointm

ent before returning
to T

ajikistan from
 T

ehran.

1997
31 O

ct.
Sm

oking and advertising tobacco products are forbidden in
Iranian public places.

1997
6 N

ov.
Iran's soccer team

 qualifies for W
orld C

up; celebrations
paralyze T

ehran.

1997
9 N

ov.
M

. A
. Jam

alzadeh passes aw
ay.

1997
10 N

ov.
K

arbaschi is questioned, released on bail.

1997
26 N

ov.
T

ajikistan receives $65.5 m
illion in pledges at D

onor
C

onference.

1997
2 D

ec.
R

ezvon Sadirov is killed in a shoot out, 20 of his associates are
arrested.

1997
10 D

ec.
T

he capital of K
azakhstan m

oves from
 A

lm
aty to A

km
ola or

present-day A
stana.

1997
13 D

ec.
T

ajik parliam
ent deprives eight m

em
bers of their im

m
unity

from
 prosecution. A

ll those sacked allegedly are involved in a
plot to overthrow

 the governm
ent. A

m
ong them

 is Y
aqub

Salim
ov, the form

er chairm
an of the C

ustom
s C

om
m

ittee,
w

anted for his role in the 1996-97 attacks on governm
ent forces

led by K
hudaberdiyev.

1997
14 D

ec.
K

hatam
i seeks avenues of "dialogue" w

ith U
S.
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1998
9 Jan.

B
etw

een 9 and 18 January, C
linton proposes direct talks

betw
een Iranian and U

S governm
ents; K

ham
enei rejects Iran-

U
S rapprochem

ent.

1998
15 Jan.

U
T

O
 leader and com

m
ission chairm

an Said A
bdullo N

uri pulls
out of N

R
C

 citing governm
ent's failure to hand over 30 percent

of governm
ent positions to the U

T
O

, delay on an official
am

nesty for U
T

O
 m

em
bers taken prisoner during the five-year

civil w
ar, delays in assigning perm

anent bases for U
T

O
 troops,

and failure to bring back the last of the U
T

O
 fighters from

A
fghanistan as contributing factors to his decision.

1998
8 F

eb.
T

he T
akhar province of A

fghanistan is shook by an earthquake
killing 4,500 and m

aking thousands hom
eless.

1998
11 F

eb.
A

greem
ent is reached on the num

ber of m
inisters for the U

T
O

.
30 percent of all posts are to be allocated to the U

T
O

, including
m

inisters of econom
ics, labor and em

ploym
ent, w

ater resources
and land im

provem
ent, and the head of the custom

s com
m

ittee.

1998
4 M

ay
U

S, R
ussia, B

ritain, Iran, and the C
entral A

sian republics
scram

ble for the control of the C
aspian crude.

1998
18 M

ay
N

uri denounces the anti-fundam
entalist "troika"--R

ussia,
U

zbekistan, T
ajikistan--form

ed to stop the fundam
entalist threat

to the region. T
he threat, N

uri says, is "an invention" of "certain
circles;" otherw

ise, there is no "fundam
entalism

 in T
ajikistan."

R
ahm

onov disagrees by calling fundam
entalism

 a real threat,
especially in the face of intensive dissem

ination of
fundam

entalist propaganda by religious radicals.

1998
20 M

ay
Paris D

onor C
onference provides $280 m

illion for T
ajikistan.

1998
21 M

ay
A

 truck transporting cyanide packages is overturned into a river
that flow

s into L
ake Issyk K

ul. T
he C

anadian gold-m
ining

operation responsible for the accident is sued for dam
ages.

1998
21 M

ay
T

ajik parliam
ent votes dow

n presidential appointees
T

urajonzoda and D
avlat U

sm
on.

1998
23 M

ay
T

ajik parliam
ent bans parties that receive either financing or

"ideological guidance" from
 other countries. T

he ban affects the
C

om
m

unist Party and the IR
P.



143

1998
26 M

ay
W

orld B
ank releases $50,000 to the O

pposition to set up
m

edical centers and vocational institutes.

1998
10 Jun.

A
km

ola, later A
stana, becom

es the official capital of
K

azakhstan.

1998
21 Jun.

Iranian soccer team
 beats U

S in W
orld C

up, 2-0.

1998
21 Jul.

Four U
N

 observers are found m
urdered 170 kilom

eters from
D

ushanbe.

1998
27 Jul.

R
ahm

onov prohibits m
em

bers of the arm
ed forces from

 w
earing

beards--an unpopular m
easure am

ong the U
T

O
 fighters.

1998
31 Jul.

R
ahm

anov appoints select m
em

bers of O
pposition to

governm
ent posts.

1998
9 A

ug.
T

he northern alliance betw
een the U

zbek (D
ostum

) and T
ajik

(M
as'ud) forces loses the city of M

azar-I Sharif to the T
aliban

m
aking the latter the virtual overlord of all of A

fghanistan.

1998
20 A

ug.
Seeking to destroy U

sam
a bin L

aden, U
S m

issiles strike at
terrorist cam

ps deep into A
fghanistan.

1998
8 O

ct.
A

ccording to T
aliban reports, Iranian and T

aliban fighters
engage in a three-hour gun battle southw

est of the city of H
erat

in w
estern A

fghanistan.

1999
F

eb.
U

zbekistan plans to conduct honest and dem
ocratic

parliam
entary elections in D

ecem
ber 1999. U

zbek political
parties are urged to "m

ake an all-round analysis of reality and
the social situation" and express view

s that are objective and
w

ell thought-out.

1999
4 Jan.

A
bdullojonov im

plicated in the violence in northern T
ajikistan

in early N
ovem

ber, is w
anted by T

ajik law
 enforcem

ent
agencies.

1999
4 Jan.

T
he U

nited T
ajik O

pposition (U
T

O
) leadership released a

statem
ent on 31 D

ecem
ber w

arning that those w
ho oppose the

peace process in T
ajikistan w

ill be severely punished, regardless
of services previously rendered.

1999
5 Jan.

G
ale-force w

inds and blizzards m
ade 1,500 hom

eless and
caused $1m

illion w
orth of dam

age in T
ajikistan's northern

L
eninabad R

egion.
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1999
5 Jan.

N
azarbayev prom

ises, if elected, to spend $100 m
illion this year

to support dom
estic m

anufacturing and urge consum
ers to buy

K
azakh products m

ade in K
azakhstan.

 IM
F w

ill extend $217 m
illion and the W

orld B
ank $75 m

illion
in loans to K

azakhstan.

 K
azakh and U

kranian prim
e m

inisters signed a joint
com

m
unique on trade and econom

ic cooperation, discussed
bilateral trade prospects, including the possible participation of
K

azakh com
panies in tenders for the privatization of the

L
issichansk and K

herson oil refineries and the transportation of
K

azakh crude to the W
est via U

kraine, and possibility of
purchases by K

azakhstan of U
krainian agricultural m

achinery.
In 1999, U

krain w
ill im

port up to 5 m
illion tons of oil from

K
azakhstan.

1999
6 Jan

Supply of gas to the population is lim
ited due to a lack of

paym
ent on the part of the consum

ers w
ho ow

e close to ten
billion T

ajik rubles.

1999
6 Jan.

Sharip Sharipov, m
asterm

ind of attacks on T
ajik and R

ussian
servicem

en, w
as condem

ned to death.

1999
6 Jan.

T
ajikistan's N

ational R
econciliation C

om
m

ission (N
R

C
)

ordered the U
nited T

ajik O
pposition (U

T
O

) to inventory its
stockpiles of w

eapons and m
unitions.

1999
8 Jan.

10 percent cut at all levels of governm
ent does not affect the 30

positions granted to the U
T

O
.

1999
10 Jan.

N
azarbaev is elected for another seven-year term

 as the
president of K

azakhstan.

1999
10 Jan.

N
azarbaev m

onopolizing advertisem
ent and banning tw

o
opponents, w

ins resounding presidential victory w
ith 81%

 of
the vote.

1999
11 Jan.

U
zbek and T

ajik officials agree to resum
e natural gas supplies

from
 U

zbekistan to T
ajikistan.

1999
11 Jan.

N
iyazov dism

isses deputy prim
e m

inister Shikhm
uradov, w

ho
rem

ains as foreign m
inister, for involvem

ent in leasing a book
store to com

panies that do not sell books.



145

1999
11 Jan.

U
zbeks and T

urkm
ens discuss rail tariffs, the use of land in

border areas, and paym
ent for the transit of T

urkm
en electricity

via U
zbek territory.

1999
11 Jan.

In the first official T
ajik and U

zbek m
eeting since President

Im
om

ali R
akhm

onov accused U
zbekistan of harboring T

ajik
secessionists, U

zbek and T
ajik authorities agreed on resum

ption
of natural gas from

 U
zbekistan.

1999
12 Jan.

M
inistry of E

conom
ics and the C

ustom
s C

om
m

ittee alter tariffs
and im

port duties in order to facilitate the country's entry into
the C

IS C
ustom

s U
nion. T

ajikistan is expected to join the four-
country C

ustom
s U

nion (K
azakhstan, K

yrgyzstan, R
ussia,

B
elarus) w

hen the union holds its next sum
m

it.

1999
12 Jan.

T
urkm

ens celebrated the 118th anniversary of their last m
ajor

resistance against T
sarist arm

ies at G
oektepe.

1999
12 Jan.

O
sh oblast plans to build a m

onum
ent to "red terror victim

s."
T

he m
onum

ent w
ill located near a statue of Felix D

zerzhinskii,
the founder of the Soviet secret police, the C

heka.

1999
12 Jan.

A
kayev dem

ands enterprises in B
ishkek to pay their debt w

hich
am

ounts to som
e 780 m

illion som
 (about $26 m

illion).

1999
13 Jan.

T
he Security C

ouncil reprim
ands T

ajik Security and Interior
M

inisters for their failure to prevent the N
ovem

ber 1998
uprising in L

eninabad.

 T
ajik President Im

om
ali R

akhm
onov accuses neighboring

U
zbekistan of direct involvem

ent in the N
ovem

ber insurrection
led by C

olonel M
ahm

ud K
hudoberdiev and form

er Prem
ier

A
bdum

alik A
bdullodjonov.

1999
13 Jan.

T
ajik President Im

om
ali R

akhm
onov accuses U

zbekistan of
direct involvem

ent in the N
ovem

ber 1998 insurrection led by
C

olonel M
ahm

ud K
hudoberdiev and form

er Prem
ier

A
bdum

alik A
bdullodjonov.

1999
14 Jan.

T
he A

sian D
evelopm

ent B
ank plans to extend a $120 m

illion
loan to U

zbekistan to upgrade its rail system
; expansion of the

rail links betw
een U

zbekistan and C
hina w

as discussed at a
recent session of the U

zbek-C
hinese intergovernm

ental
com

m
ission in B

eijing.
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1999
16 Jan.

T
he U

S em
bassy, closed since Septem

ber 1998, reopens.

1999
18 Jan.

In K
yrgyzstan, the N

ational B
ank announced on 16 January that

it has reached agreem
ent w

ith T
urkey’s E

x-Im
 B

ank on
postponing paym

ent of a $75 m
illion credit.

1999
18 Jan.

D
rugs are sm

uggled into T
ajikistan from

 A
fghanistan at the rate

of 1 ton per day.

T
he G

erm
an governm

ent donated several thousand dollars'
w

orth of com
puters and other equipm

ent to the T
ajik anti-

narcotics com
m

ission.

1999
18 Jan.

T
he im

plem
ent of the agreem

ent concluded last sum
m

er
w

hereby R
ussian border guards w

ill gradually be w
ithdraw

n
from

 K
yrgyzstan and K

yrgyz border guards w
ill take over their

duties w
ill take longer than expected.

1999
19 Jan.

T
he D

irector-G
eneral of the K

yrgyzgazm
unaizat state joint-

stock oil and gas com
pany is dism

issed.. K
yrgyzgazm

unaizat
ow

es the state budget 163 m
illion som

 (som
e $5.5 m

illion) for
state and foreign loans as w

ell as 132 m
illion som

s in custom
s

duties.

1999
21 Jan.

President N
iyazov personally attends peoples com

plaints, frees
3,000 prisoners unjustly incarcerated, criticises the judicial
system

 of T
urkm

enistan, and advocates new
 law

s for the
republic.

1999
21 Jan.

T
here are currently 14,500 registered refugees in K

yrgzystan,
m

ost of w
hom

 are ethnic K
yrgyz w

ho fled the civil w
ar in

T
ajikistan. and do not w

ish to return to that country. B
uss said

1,150 T
ajik refugees returned from

 K
yrgyzstan to T

ajikistan in
1998. T

he U
N

 H
igh C

om
m

issioner for R
efugees' representative

in K
yrgyzstan w

arns that unless B
ishkek addresses the

problem
s of refugees donor countries m

ay im
plem

ent drastic
reductions.

1999
22 Jan.

Possible use of the planned B
aku-C

eyhan pipeline to transport
K

azakh crude to international m
arkets is scheduled to happen

w
ithin the next seven or eight m

onths. T
urkey w

ould be the
copuntry that benefits m

ost from
 the com

pletion of the project.
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1999
22 Jan.

T
he planned B

aku-C
eyhan pipeline to transport K

azakh crude
to international m

arkets, schedules for the next seven or eight
m

onths, w
ould bebefit T

urkey the m
ost.

1999
22 Jan.

K
yrgystan m

ight purchase B
elarusian farm

 m
achinery in

paym
ent for deliveries of K

yrgyz w
ool and other agricultural

products to B
elarus. T

rade in 1998 betw
een the tw

o countries
exceeded $18 m

illion.

1999
25 Jan.

W
arlord R

avshan G
afurov and five of his supporters w

ho had
engaged in kidnapping civilians for ransom

 w
ere arrested. T

he
T

ajik governm
ent said the m

en w
ere not aligned w

ith the U
T

O
.

T
ajik prosecutors conclude prelim

inary investigation into the
N

ovem
ber 1998 L

eninabad insurrection, the trial of 162
insurgents on charges of treason begins shortly.

1999
26 Jan.

T
he U

T
O

 and C
N

R
 agree on another eight candidates for

governm
ent posts, including nom

inees for the positions of first
deputy interior, foreign, and security m

inister. R
akhm

onov's
approval rem

ains. T
he President’s approval is required.

1999
26 Jan.

T
w

o form
er generals of the K

azakh N
ational Security

C
om

m
ittee are charged w

ith sale of alcohol and provision of
classified inform

ation.

 R
ussia releases four SU

-27 fighter aircraft to K
azakhstan.

W
hether these are a partial paym

ent for the B
aikonur Space

C
om

plex or Soviet m
ilitary equipm

ent w
ithdraw

n in 1993 is
unclear.

1999
26 Jan.

C
om

m
unist Party is the m

ost popular of K
yrgyzstan's 22

registered political parties and m
ovem

ents.

1999
27 Jan.

R
avshan G

afurov confesses to the 22 Septem
ber shooting of

leading T
ajik opposition figure O

takhon L
atifi and 25 other

m
urders.

1999
28 Jan.

Jan K
ubis and President R

akhm
onov agree on the need to

expedite im
plem

entation of the 1997 T
ajik peace accords.

1999
29 Jan.

A
skar A

kayev visited A
ustria to prom

ote K
yrgyzstan’s m

ining
and textile industries.
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1999
29 Jan.

Speaking at a press conference in A
lm

aty on 29 January,
Z

harm
akhan T

uyaqbayev expressed concern over the increase
in the num

ber of deserters last year and over unspecified
instances of abuse of pow

er by senior officers, R
FE

/R
L

's
A

lm
aty bureau reported. Senior D

efense M
inistry officials

denied R
ussian m

edia reports that.

 R
ussia releases four SU

-27 fighter aircraft to K
azakhstan.

W
hether these aircradt are intended as part paym

ent of the rent
for the B

aikonur Space C
om

plex or in paym
ent of Soviet

m
ilitary equipm

ent w
ithdraw

n from
 K

azakhstan in 1993 is not
clear.

1999
2 F

eb
In order to protect dom

estic producers, K
azakhstan im

poses
lim

its on im
ports from

 K
yrgyzstan and U

zbekistan and, in order
to stop dum

ping of goods in general, duties of 100-200 percent
w

ill be im
posed.

1999
2 F

eb.
In A

shgabat, a m
eeting of journalists that w

as expected to
announce the form

ation of an Independent Journalists'
A

ssociation w
as broken up by the O

fficers of T
urkm

enistan's
N

ational Security C
om

m
ittee.

1999
3 F

eb.
U

zbekistan objects to the continued presence in T
ajikistan of

the C
IS peacekeeping force, w

hich is com
posed m

ainly of
R

ussian troops.

1999
3 F

eb.
D

issatisfied w
ith M

oscow
's policies in the C

aucasus,
U

zbekistan w
ill not extend its participation in the C

IS M
utual-

D
efense T

reaty w
hich expires in M

ay. N
either does U

zbekistan
see a role for R

ussia on the T
ajik/A

fghan border after the
inclusion of the M

ujaheddin of the Islam
ic opposition into the

T
ajik national arm

y.

1999
4 F

eb.
A

n austerity program
 is announced to offset $167,000 shortfall.

1999
4 F

eb.
K

arim
ov calls H

ezbi T
akhriri Islom

iya a threat to the
adm

inistrative boundaries of all Islam
ic countries. W

ith the
substantial financial backing it receives from

 abroad, K
arim

ov
claim

ed, the party intends to rem
ove all political boundaries and

install an Islam
ic caliphate in the region.



149

1999
5 F

eb.
A

 special rapid reaction force com
bining governm

ent and
opposition fighters w

ill be form
ed to com

bat illegal param
ilitary

form
ations in T

ajikistan.

1999
5 F

eb.
R

ussia regrets U
zbekistan's decision not to renew

 its
participation in the C

IS M
utual D

efense T
reaty, especially in

view
 of N

A
T

O
's activities near the R

ussian borders.

1999
5 F

eb.
U

zbek Foreign M
inistry confirm

ed that U
zbekistan w

ill not
renew

 its m
em

bership in the C
IS M

utual defense T
reaty and

stated that bilateral relationships w
hich develop on the basis of

generally accepted norm
s of international law

, m
utually

advantageous cooperation, m
utual respect, and non-

interference in each other's internal affairs are not affected by
the decision not to participate.

1999
8 F

eb.
A

 referendum
 on changes to the constitution is planned later

this year, as are parliam
entary and presidential elections and the

1100th anniversary of the Sam
anid D

ynasty.

1999
8 F

eb.
O

n Police D
ay in T

ajikistan, R
akhm

onov recognized R
ussia as

the only reliable partner and guarantor of stability and security
in T

ajikistan.

1999
8 F

eb.
Since expenditures on transportation, equipm

ent, services, and
com

m
unications exceeded its budget by 5 m

illion som
($167,000), an austerity program

 w
as im

plem
ented in the

republic. E
ven the use of telephones w

as affected by the cuts.

1999
9 F

eb.
T

hree m
en, im

plicated in the killing of four U
N

 em
ployees last

July, w
ere handed over by the U

T
O

 to law
 enforcem

ent
authorities.

1999
9 F

eb.
1999 is declared the year of com

bating terrorism
 and organized

crim
e, especially those connected w

ith the narcotics business.
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1999
10 F

eb
T

he A
zerbaijan state oil com

pany SO
C

A
R

 has been forced to
halt the pum

ping of C
aspian crude through the B

aku-G
rozny-

N
ovorossiisk export pipeline as a result of a 4 February fire in

the C
hechen sector of the pipeline, IT

A
R

-T
A

SS reported on 9
February. T

he incident had led to a com
plete halt in the

extraction of oil from
 the offshore C

hirag field, w
hich earlier

had produced 90,000 barrels per day. A
lso on 9 February, a

G
eorgian official w

ith C
hevron's G

eorgian subsidiary said the
G

eorgian governm
ent has agreed to reduce from

 $7.75 to $5 per
m

etric ton the tariff for the rail shipm
ent from

 B
aku via G

eorgia
to the B

lack Sea port of B
atum

i of K
azakh oil produced by the

T
engiz-C

hevroil joint venture, R
euters reported.

1999
11 F

eb.
R

avshan G
afurov, w

ho killed O
takhan L

atifi, w
as shot and

killed by police on 10 February w
hile trying to escape.

1999
11 F

eb.
T

he trial of 14 m
em

bers of the Sadirov brothers' band charged
w

ith m
urder and kidnapping begins. T

he group kidnapped U
N

em
ployees, R

ussian journalists, and T
ajik governm

ent officials
betw

een D
ecem

ber 1996 and N
ovem

ber 1997. B
ahrom

 Sadirov
turned him

self in (1977) w
hile his brother, R

ezvon, w
as killed

by T
ajik troops (N

ovem
ber 1997).

1999
11 F

eb.
T

he N
R

C
, at w

ork since 1997, m
akes its first recom

m
endation:

creation of a bicam
eral parliam

ent. T
he com

m
ission is charged

w
ith proposing changes to the country's constitution in order to

create conditions for elections to the parliam
ent and the

presidency. T
he com

m
ission reached consensus on the

form
ation of the C

entral E
lection C

om
m

ission four of w
hose

m
em

bers w
ill be from

 the U
T

O
.

1999
11 F

eb
L

eaders of the K
azakh R

epublican People's Party and of the
O

rleu m
ovem

ent com
plained that the Justice M

inistry is
delaying registration of their concerns to prevent them

 from
participating in parliam

entary elections later this year.

1999
11 F

eb.
R

epresentatives of the T
alibans and of the forces under A

hm
ed

Shah M
asoud agreed to hold talks in A

shgabat., T
urkm

enistan
w

as acceptable to both the T
alebans and the opposing forces

because the U
N

 officially recognized that republic as a neutral
country.
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1999
12 F

eb.
K

azakhstan im
poses a 200 percent tariff on foodstuff and other

goods im
ported from

 K
yrgyzstan and U

zbekistan.

1999
12 F

eb.
R

ussian authorities praise U
zbekistan as "the sole country inside

the form
er Soviet U

nion to m
aintain its industrial production at

the 1990 level. T
hey also praise U

zbekistan for com
bating

Islam
ic fundam

entalism
.

1999
16 F

eb.
R

ussian and T
ajik M

uftiat sign an agreem
ent on holding regular

conferences on spiritual m
atters, opening new

 m
edressahs and

m
osques, and holding regular m

eetings betw
een delegations.

1999
16 F

eb.
A

leksandr Petrov from
 the M

oscow
 office of H

um
an R

ights
W

atch w
as deported from

 T
urkm

enistan for producing
"offending" m

aterials on T
urkm

enistan.

1999
16 F

eb.
Five bom

bs w
ent off in T

ashkent dam
aging buildings in various

parts of the capital. A
pparently targeting President Islam

K
arim

ov w
ho w

as arriving at governm
ent headquarters for a

scheduled m
eeting of the C

ouncil of M
inisters.

1999
17 F

eb.
N

iyazov predicts that his country w
ould export 120 billion

cubic m
eters of natural gas by the year 2,000. Projected T

rans-
C

aspian and T
rans-Iranian pipelines, along w

ith the existing
T

rans-R
ussian pipeline, are to ensure "stable operation" of the

gas turbine at the B
ezm

enin pow
er plant, installed by the U

.S.
com

pany G
eneral E

lectric as w
ell as guarantee reliable"supplies

of gas to A
shgabat. A

zerbaijan has agreed to route the planned
T

rans-C
aspian gas pipeline to T

urkey w
hile the U

.S. E
x-Im

B
ank contributes approxim

ately $1 billion tow
ard the estim

ated
$3 billion construction costs.

1999
17 F

eb.
U

zbek authorities blam
ed the explosions on foreign extrem

ist
and terrorist organizations and people w

ho have relations w
ith

them
, the trends of W

ahhabism
 and H

ezbe T
akhriri Islom

iya,
Islam

ic m
ovem

ents set up in Pakistan, and U
zbek citizens

m
isled by such groups.
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1999
18 F

eb.
A

n illness, "unknow
n to m

odern m
edicine," has claim

ed the
lives of 350 children and elderly people in the area along the
T

ajik- A
fghan border. T

he illness has affected m
ainly young

children and the elderly. Since the start of 1999, 203 cases of
typhoid have been reported in the southern T

ajik city of K
ulyab.

1999
18 F

eb.
T

he U
N

 Secretary-G
eneral criticizes the slow

 progress in
disarm

ing opposition forces and im
plem

entation of
constitutional reform

.

1999
18 F

eb
K

azakhstan's Suprem
e C

ourt has declared agreem
ents w

ith
B

ritain's T
rans-W

orld G
roup to be invalid. T

he com
pany is held

responsible for losses totaling $145 m
illion at the A

ksu
Ferroalloy W

orks, $102 m
illion at A

lum
inum

 of K
azakhstan,

m
ore than $86 m

illion at the Ferrokhrom
 ferroalloy w

orks, and
som

e $40 m
illion at the Sokolov-Sarbai M

ining Production
A

ssociation, K
azakhstan's leading producer of iron-ore

products.

1999
18 F

eb.
T

he terrorist bom
bings in T

ashkent on 16 February has put
K

yrgyz on guard to secure their border w
ith U

zbekistan. In
som

e areas, roads leading from
 U

zbekistan into K
yrgyzstan

have been closed. K
yrgyz security forces are to cooperate fully

w
ith their U

zbek counterparts.

1999
18 F

eb.
A

kaev’s m
andate for econom

ic stability: im
proving tax

legislation for both local and foreign businesses and
establishing a special board at the T

ax Inspectorate to
concentrate on deals w

ith foreign com
panies; second,

liberalizing legislation on foreign investm
ent; third, reform

ing
the judicial system

 to ensure the legality of deals betw
een state

agencies and foreign producers; Fourth, lim
iting the

interference of adm
inistrative bodies in the activities of foreign

com
panies; and fifth, setting up free trade zones in the country.

1999
18 F

eb.
18 February is declred a day of m

ourning for the victim
s of the

bom
bings in T

ashkent w
hich killed 18 people and injured 150,

12 critically.

1999
18 F

eb.
K

yrgyzstan recalls its batallion w
hich is serving w

ith C
IS

peacekeeping troops in T
ajikistan.
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1999
22 F

eb.
T

ajikistan, a candidate m
em

ber of the C
entral A

sian U
nion, w

as
not represented at the 19 February sum

m
it in A

stana.

1999
22 F

eb.
T

w
o U

.S. com
panies, B

echtel and G
eneral E

lectric C
apital, are

chosen to head the consortium
 w

hich is to build the T
rans-

C
aspian pipeline for T

urkm
enistan. N

iyazov selected the other
com

panies that w
ill take part in building as w

ell. Iran and
R

ussia w
arn T

urkm
enistan of the consequences of its signing of

the T
rans-C

aspian treaty enabling B
echtel C

orp. and G
eneral

E
lectric lead a consortium

 to build the T
rans-C

aspian pipeline
to bring T

urkm
en natural gas to A

zerbaijan.

1999
23 F

eb
International organizations have prom

ised $43 m
illion for the

victim
s of the 473 nuclear explosions conducted in the area

around Sem
ipalatinsk betw

een 1949 and 1989. K
azakhstan's

governm
ent does not have the necessary funds to care for the

surviving victim
s.

1999
23 F

eb.
T

he num
ber of people in custody for the February 16 bom

bing
reaches 30 . A

ll detainees have ties to "extrem
ist religious

groups" and all underw
ent training in sabotage in A

fghanistan,
C

hechnya or T
ajikistan. T

hose arrested are all U
zbek citizens

but none is the alleged m
asterm

ind of the bom
bing.

1999
24 F

eb.
L

ast year’s agricultural output totaled 19.6 billion som
 ($654

m
illion). M

ost of the m
oney from

 foreign loans for agriculture
has been em

bezzled.

1999
24 F

eb.
R

akhm
onov w

arns of a threat by 400 people undergoing
sabotage training in various areas of A

fghanistan.

1999
26 F

eb.
R

ussia and three other form
er Soviet states accept T

ajikistan
into a custom

s union aim
ed at accelerating cooperation and

trade in the region.

1999
26 F

eb.
T

he U
N

 Security C
ouncil, announcing the opening of tw

o U
N

offices in K
hojand and Q

arategin, w
arns that a loss of

confidence betw
een the governm

ent and U
T

O
 could have

dangerous results.
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1999
1 M

ar.
T

he am
ount of m

oney in circulation in T
urkm

enistan increased
by 5.4 percent a m

onth as opposed to the previous 6.9 percent
m

onthly increase, a good sign. T
he official rate of exchange for

the T
urkm

en national currency, the m
anat, how

ever, rem
ains

steady, at 5,200 to $1.

1999
1 M

ar.
R

avshan Salijanov, 27, from
 the U

zbek city of N
am

angan, w
as

apprehended in T
ashkent. H

e is one of six m
en sought by

U
zbek authorities in connection w

ith the 16 February bom
bings

in T
ashkent.

1999
1 M

ar.
U

zbekistan issues new
 regulations on residency. Foreign

citizens, including C
IS countries, m

ust present a perm
it issued

by law
-inforcem

ent authorities. Foreign visitors staying in
U

zbekistan for m
ore than three days m

ust obtain visas.

1999
2 M

ar.
R

aul M
alk m

et w
ith his K

azakh counterpart, K
asym

jom
art

T
okayev, in A

stana on 1 M
arch, B

N
S and Interfax reported.

T
he tw

o signed an agreem
ent on avoiding double taxation.

M
alk m

entioned his country's desire to ship goods to C
hina via

K
azakhstan, and T

okayev said K
azakhstan w

ould like greater
access to E

stonian port facilities for m
etals, oil, and grain

exports.

1999
2 M

ar.
U

zbekistan m
ight have m

oved som
e of its border posts into

K
yrgyz territory by as m

uch as 24 kilom
eters.

1999
3 M

ar.
In its founding congress, the N

ational M
ovem

ent Party declares
its m

ajor goals: establishing peace and national accord,
repairing dam

age caused by the civil w
ar, achieving political

and econom
ic independence, com

bating factionalism
 and

regionalism
, and integration into the C

IS as w
ell as the C

entral
A

sian and w
orld com

m
unities.

1999
3 M

ar.
R

akhm
onov orders a com

plete integration of soldiers from
 the

U
nited T

ajik O
pposition (U

T
O

) into the regular arm
y and

am
nesties U

T
O

 leaders.
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1999
3 M

ar.
A

fter Islam
 K

arim
ov stated that som

e of the terrorists involved
in the February bom

bing in T
ashkent had been trained in cam

ps
in T

ajikistan, T
ajik authorities proposed to establish a joint

force w
ith U

zbekistan to inspect rem
ote m

ountainous areas of
T

ajikistan and locate suspected terrorist training areas.

1999
5 M

ar.
M

oham
m

ed Solih, the chairm
an of E

rk, U
zbekistan's banned

opposition party, is a suspect in the February bom
bings, training

anti-governm
ent U

zbek youths in C
hechnya for sabotage, and

colluding w
ith the W

ahhabis.

1999
9 M

ar.
U

zbekistan threatens to stop delivery of natural gas if
K

yrgyzstan does not start pay its $3.3 m
illion debt.

1999
12 M

ar.
K

azakhstan m
oves to protect the nortehrn C

aspian littoral
against environm

ental disaster likely to be brought about by oil
extraction com

panies. U
nder the L

aw
 on Specially Protected

T
erritories, adopted in 1997, the northern section of the C

aspian
Sea and the U

ral R
iver have the status of nature preserve, w

hich
gives fishing priority over oil extraction. B

esides, 1 ton of black
caviar produced by the A

tyraubalyk com
pany costs an average

of $1.2 m
illion on the w

orld m
arket. 1 ton of oil costs only $60.

1999
12 M

ar.
A

kayev introduces "diplom
acy of the Silk R

oad" as a central
elem

ent in K
yrgyz politics.

1999
12 M

ar.
K

yrgyzstan m
oves to strengthen its border w

ith T
ajikistan

perhaps w
ith the num

bers it w
ithdraw

s from
 the T

ajik/A
fghan

border.

1999
16 M

ar.
B

elarus m
ight help T

ajikistan m
odernize its m

ilitary hardw
are,

in particular arm
ored vehicles and aircraft.

1999
16 M

ar.
R

egistration of the U
T

O
 fighters is com

pleted in all regions,
except D

arband and T
avil-D

ara. R
akhm

onov ordered that those
U

T
O

 m
em

bers w
ho have m

et all conditions for integration into
the regular national arm

y be equipped and transferred to new
units. B

P

1999
16 M

ar.
T

he E
uropean B

ank for R
econstruction and D

evelopm
ent w

ill
participate in financing the construction of the T

urkm
en

segm
ent of T

ranscaspian pipeline project. E
B

R
D

's contribution
to the project, how

ever, is not specified.
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1999
16 M

ar.
Islam

 K
arim

ov nam
ed T

akhir Y
uldash and M

uham
m

ad Solih as
organizers in the February bom

bing in T
ashkent. K

arim
ov has

sought assistance from
 Interpol to apprehend Solih and

Y
oldash. T

he form
er seeks the presidency of U

zbekistan.

1999
16 M

ar.
A

s part of their bilateral econom
ic cooperation, T

urkey has
invested $1 billion in the U

zbek econom
y since U

zbekistan
becam

e independent in 1991. W
ith currently 400 U

zbek-
T

urkish joint ventures,the tw
o leaders intend to build m

ore
relations on an equal, friendly basis and regard each other as a
good neighbor and reliable partner.

1999
17 M

ar.
Islam

 K
arim

ov and Suleym
an D

em
irel attended the opening

cerem
onies of the joint-venture autom

otive plant Sam
kochavto

in Sam
arkand. T

he plant w
ill produce 5,000 vehicles annually.

T
urkey's K

oc H
olding com

pany built the $65 m
illion plant and

is co-ow
ner. It is the second autom

otive assem
bly plant to open

in U
zbekistan. T

he U
zD

aew
ooA

vto plant in A
ndijan began

operating in 1996 and has an annual capacity of 200,000
vehicles.

1999
18 M

ar.
K

azakhstan w
ill not w

ithdraw
 its battalion from

 T
ajikistan.

U
zbekistan and K

yrgyzstan have w
ithdraw

n their troops from
the C

IS peacekeeping force, leaving only battalions from
T

ajikistan, R
ussia, and K

azakhstan guarding the T
ajik-A

fghan
border. K

azakhstan's battalion in T
ajikistan has been reduced

from
 500 to 300 m

en.

1999
18 M

ar.
Five m

ore U
T

O
 m

em
bers receive governm

ent positions in line
w

ith the term
s of the 1997 T

ajik Peace A
ccord.

1999
18 M

ar.
K

yrgyzstan ow
es U

zbekistan m
ore than $6 m

illion for gas
supplies.

1999
18 M

ar.
M

uham
m

ed B
ekjon, brother of M

oham
m

ed Solih w
hom

 Islam
K

arim
ov has nam

ed a suspect in the Febraury bom
bing, along

w
ith three other U

zbeks are apprehended in K
yiv, U

krain.

1999
19 M

ar.
N

azarbayev criticizes the w
ork of the courts stating that citizens

w
rite the president, the governm

ent, and the local authorities to
find a resolion for their legal problem

s.
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1999
19 M

ar.
T

he U
N

 special envoy to A
fghanistan, L

akhdar B
rahim

i, m
et

w
ith N

iyazov in A
shgabat and extended a m

essage of thanks
from

 U
N

 Secretary-G
eneral K

ofi A
nnan for hosting the recent

round of A
fghan peace talks.

1999
22 M

ar.
T

urkm
enistan requires visas from

 m
em

bers of the C
IS.

A
dditionally, N

iyazov established new
 rules for the transit

through T
urkm

enistan of beer, hard liquor, w
ine, and tobacco

products. A
n unspecified fee w

ill be im
posed on goods

transiting T
urkm

en territory at the point of entry. W
hen the

sam
e goods leave T

urkm
en territory w

ithin 30 days the fee is
returned at departure tim

e.

1999
22 M

ar.
O

n the occasion of N
aw

ruz and K
urban B

airam
i, N

iyazov has
freed 5,000 prisoners. T

he total of people freed this year is
22,000.

1999
22 M

ar.
A

t an expanded session of the C
abinet of M

inisters, N
iyazov

signed a resolution on drafting a socio-econom
ic reform

program
 through 2010.

1999
22 M

ar.
T

he chairm
an of the Integration C

om
m

ittee of the C
IS C

ustom
s

U
nion, N

igm
atzhan Isingarin, w

eighed the pros and cons of
T

urkm
enistan’s annoncem

ent for visa requirem
ents for C

IS
m

em
bers on transit. H

e felt by doing this T
urkm

enistan w
ill not

only isolate itself but lose the benefits it receives from
international trade.

1999
23 M

ar.
U

zbek citizens w
ho fail to exchange their old Soviet passport

for a new
 U

zbek passport by 1 January 2000 w
ill forfeit their

U
zbek citizenship. Since 1995, 12 m

illion people have handed
in their old passports and 1.8 m

illion have yet to hand theirs in.

1999
24 M

arch
T

he M
ilitary C

ollegium
 of T

ajikistan's Suprem
e C

ourt hands
dow

n sentences of 10-14 years in prison to seven supporters of
rebel C

olonel M
akhm

ud K
hudoiberdiev w

ho took part in the
abortive attack in O

ctober 1997 on presidential guard
detachm

ents in T
ursunzade, w

estern T
ajikistan.
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1999
24 M

ar.
A

kezhan K
azhegeldin, w

ho w
as barred from

 participation in the
January 1999 presidential elections and w

ho w
as shot at w

hile
exercising his horse near A

lm
aty last fall is again target of

assassination.

1999
25 M

ar.
W

orkers' M
ovem

ent of K
azakhstan leader rejects the claim

 that
conditions in the country's prisons have is untrue and vow

s to
protect prisoners' rights.

1999
29 M

ar.
T

he U
N

 resum
es observer m

ission in G
orno-B

adakshan,
suspended for the m

urder last sum
m

er of three m
ission

m
em

bers and their driver. T
ajik Suprem

e C
ourt handed dow

n
death sentences to three form

er opposition fighters found guilty
of those m

urders.

1999
30 M

ar.
T

he K
azakh opposition m

ovem
ent A

zam
at (founded in January

1997) criticizes the governm
ent calling its K

azakh-C
hinese

border treaty w
hich cedes lead and gold deposits to C

hina a
"crim

inal" act.

1999
30 M

ar.
80 die as a direct consequence of the spill of sodium

 cyanide
into the B

arskoon R
iver. N

either the K
yrgyzaltyn state gold

com
pany nor the C

anadian K
um

tor O
perating C

om
pany (K

O
C

m
oves to com

pensate for the loss.

1999
31 M

ar.
T

ajik Socialist Party leader Safarali K
endjaev w

as shot dead by
unidentified gunm

en outside his hom
e in D

ushanbe. K
endjaev

w
as chairm

an of the T
ajik parliam

ent's legislation and hum
an

rights com
m

ittee. H
e is the third prom

inent politician to be
assassinated in T

ajikistan over the past year.

1999
31 M

ar.
T

he appearance of anti-N
azarbaev slogans on fences and

buildings in A
lm

aty and A
stana prom

pts the form
ation of a

group to investigate the background of the crim
inal groups

involved.

1999
31 M

ar.
A

 special group has been form
ed to investigate T

he appearance
last w

eek of anti-N
azarbaev slogans on fences and buildings in

both A
lm

aty and A
stana has prom

pted the form
ation of a group

to investigate the background of crim
inal and/or illegal

groupsinvolved in sm
earing the president.
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1999
31 M

ar.
U

kraine w
ill ask T

urkm
enistan to suspend gas shipm

ents
beginning A

pril 1999. K
yiv currently ow

es T
urkm

enistan som
e

$100 m
illion for gas already received nd cannot afford adding

to the debt.

1999
31 M

ar.
K

yrgyzstan’s loss a result of K
azakhstan’s custom

s tariff $1.5
m

illion.

1999
31 M

ar.
A

s a result of U
zbek Prim

e M
inister U

tkir Sultanov's visit to
T

okyo, Japan w
ill open a $107.6 m

illion credit line to finance
im

provem
ents to U

zbekistan's telephone netw
ork. A

n
agreem

ent to this effect w
as reached during last w

eek.

1999
2 A

pr.
T

urkm
enistan continues gas deliveries to U

kraine, despite the
latter's grow

ing debt until all 20 billion cubic m
eters of gas for

1999 is delivered.

1999
3 A

pr.
K

azakhstan’s D
em

ography Fund, to boost birthrate, offers
100,000 tenge ($1,150) to the parents of the first 2,000 babies
born in 2000.

1999
6 A

pr.
Four T

ajik opposition parties--"Popular U
nity of T

ajikistan,"
"Free T

ajikistan," the "People's R
epublican Party of T

ajikistan,"
and "For U

niversal Peace in T
ajikistan" w

arn that R
akhm

onov’s
of "regional and ethnic genocide" w

ill lead to a new
 civil w

ar.

1999
6 A

pr.
K

azakhstan and C
hina explore rules for equal exploitation of

the w
ater resources of the Irtysh and Ili rivers. T

he planning
m

ight be com
plex due to the existence of the ethnic groups in

X
injiang and their co-ethnic bretheren in K

azakhstan. T
he fact

that B
eijing is building new

 dam
s and pow

er stations on the
Irtysh, w

hich is a tributary of R
ussia's O

b R
iver, radically

reduces the volum
e of w

ater flow
ing from

 C
hina into

K
azakhstan com

plicates the m
atters.

1999
6 A

pr.
T

he devaluation of R
ussian ruble force K

azakhstan to free the
exchange rate for the national currency, the official exchange
rate for w

hich fell from
 88 to 100 to the dollar.

1999
8 A

pr.
In K

yrgyzstan, governm
ent tabilizes the som

’s reaction to the
devaluation of the K

azakh T
enge.
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1999
9 A

pr.
N

iyazov and N
azarbaev agreed on exporting T

urkm
en gas and

K
azakh oil via C

hina. K
azakhstan and C

hina have already
signed an agreem

ent on construction of a $3 billion, 3,000 km
oil export.

1999
12 A

pr.
N

arrow
 political interests are recognized as the cause of delay

in im
plem

enting both the m
ilitary and political protocols of the

1997 G
eneral Peace A

ccord.

 U
N

 w
ill resum

e operations in the G
arm

 region of eastern
T

ajikistan. O
perations there w

ere suspended last sum
m

er
follow

ing the m
urder of three U

N
 observers and their

interpreter.

 A
 total of 900 form

er T
ajik opposition fighters have been

enlisted into three interim
 arm

y units.

1999
13 A

pr.
R

akhm
onov fires five senior officials including State C

ustom
s

C
om

m
ittee head R

ahim
 K

arim
ov, a m

em
ber of the U

nited T
ajik

O
pposition. T

he five w
ere accused of financial laxness,

including failure to ensure tax collection.

1999
13 A

pr.
K

azakh authoritis and their Iranian counterparts exam
ined the

feasability of renew
ing the suspended export, via Iran, of oil

from
 K

azakhstan. R
egarding the T

rans-C
aspian shipm

ent of
K

azakh oil, how
ever, the tw

o bodies could not reach com
m

on
grounds.

1999
14 A

pr.
T

ajik and U
zbek authorities discuss cooperation in the spheres

of custom
s, border and land, passenger and cargo transit, and

the supply and transit of natural gas to T
ajikistan.

1999
14 A

pr.
A

kaev is accused of entrusting senior posts to politicians from
the K

em
in district of C

hu oblast.

1999
15 A

pr.
U

T
O

 leader Said A
bdullo N

uri offers to ensure the security of
the U

N
 observers in the G

harm
 region. T

he U
N

 suspended
operations outside D

ushanbe last year follow
ing the m

urder of
three m

em
bers of its observer force and their interpreter.
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1999
15 A

pr.
C

ity authorities continue to harrass the leader of the recently
registered O

rleu Party by creating obstacles for its m
em

bers by
w

ithdraw
ing perm

ission for it to hold a congress at the trade
union confederation building. T

he situation is diffrent w
ith the

pro-presidential O
tanshyldar Party even though its current

priority is not to create an open society but to strengthen
national statehood.

1999
16 A

pr.
President A

skar A
kaev visits India. T

he value of bilateral trade
w

ith India increases to $13.81 m
illion.

1999
16 A

pr.
M

ore people continue to join the w
om

en picketing the office of
the m

ayor of Q
yzyl-orda to dem

and back w
ages, R

FE
/R

L
's

K
azakh Service reported on 16 A

pril (see "R
FE

/R
L

 N
ew

sline,"
14 A

pril 1999). L
ocal authorities have prevented K

H
A

B
A

R
N

ew
s A

gency from
 relaying reports on the protest to A

lm
aty

and A
stana. M

eanw
hile 13 of the 15 w

orkers from
 the

M
angyastau oil and gas research facility w

ho launched a hunger
strike at the beginning of A

pril to dem
and their salaries for the

past 24 m
onths have been hospitalized after refusing an offer of

paym
ent in kind in the form

 of pasta.

1999
19 A

pr.
K

yrgyzstan cannot pay U
zbekistan $4.5 m

illion for gas
deliveries.

1999
19 A

pr.
K

azakhstan authorities recognize the C
zech R

epublic as one of
their key partners in central E

urope, noting that trade turnover
has doubled from

 $50 m
illion in 1997 to $100 m

illion last year.
K

azakhstan plans to pay som
e of its outstanding debt for

construction projects undertaken by C
zechoslovakia in

K
azakhstan in the 1980s by supplying the C

zech R
epublic oil

via R
ussia.

1999
20 A

pr.
A

zam
at calls for the inclusion of R

ussian and K
yrgyz

governm
ent representatives in the upcom

ing K
azakh-C

hinese
talks on the use of w

aters from
 the Irtysh and Ili rivers.

1999
20 A

pr.
K

azakhstan authorities recognize the C
zech R

epublic as one of
their key partners in C

entral E
urope, noting that trade turnover

has doubled from
 $50 m

illion in 1997 to $100 m
illion in 1998.
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1999
20 A

pr.
C

iting the presence in T
ajikistan of the 201st R

ussian division
and of R

ussian border troops adequate to ensure T
ajikistan's

security, M
uham

m
adsharif H

im
m

atzoda, leader of the Islam
ic

R
evival Party of T

ajikistan and chairm
an of the C

om
m

ittee for
N

ational R
econciliation sub-com

m
ittee on legal affairs, term

ed
the creation on the territory of T

ajikistan of a foreign m
ilitary

base "unacceptable."

1999
20 A

pr.
T

he K
yrgyz-R

ussian intergovernm
ental com

m
ission review

ed a
draft 10-year econom

ic cooperation program
 that includes

cooperation in the oil and gas sectors, the involvem
ent of

R
ussian com

panies in the construction of hydro-electric plants
in K

yrgyzstan, and R
ussian orders from

 K
yrgyz defense plants.

1999
22 A

pr.
A

s a paym
ent for T

urkm
enistan’s natural gas, the U

krainian
governm

ent undertakes the shipm
ent of barter goods to

T
urkm

enistan.

1999
22 A

pr.
Parliam

ent approves the candidacy of A
m

angeldi M
uraliev as

prim
e m

inister.

1999
22 A

pr.
A

 C
zech governm

ent delegation visited U
zbekistan to discuss

expanding bilateral econom
ic cooperation and trade. T

rade
turnover betw

een the tw
o countries totaled $800 m

illion last
year.

1999
23 A

pr.
W

hile 22 representatives of the U
T

O
 have been appointed to

governm
ent posts, no progress has been m

ade to date in
nom

inating opposition representatives to serve on regional and
district councils.

1999
23 A

pr.
K

yrgyzstan w
ill pay its $3.8 m

illion transit debt to K
azakhstan

by 1 M
ay.

1999
23 A

pr.
K

azakhstan bars U
zbek freight trains from

 transiting its territory
until T

ashkent pays an $8 m
illion transit debt

1999
26 A

pr.
N

ot only the perpetrators but all the organizers of the 16
February bom

b attacks in T
ashkent have been arrested.

1999
27 A

pr.
In K

yrgyzstan, the low
er cham

ber of parliam
ent passes in the

first reading the governm
ent’s new

 election code.
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1999
27 A

pr.
T

he U
T

O
 criticized R

akhm
onov for his refusal to endorse

constitutional am
endm

ents agreed on by the C
N

R
, a body

com
posed of both governm

ent and opposition representatives.

1999
28 A

pr.
T

he E
U

 is concerned about "problem
s" in the T

ajik peace
process, especially R

ahm
onov's rejection of proposed

constitutional am
endm

ents drafted by the C
om

m
ittee for N

C
R

,
w

hich includes both governm
ent and opposition representatives.

1999
28 A

pr.
A

t a new
s conference in A

lm
aty on 27 A

pril, representatives of
the recently registered B

irlesu political m
ovem

ent criticized as
"undem

ocratic" the draft law
 on am

endm
ents to the presidential

decree on the conduct of elections, R
FE

/R
L

's K
azakh service

reported. T
he B

irlesu m
em

bers objected that the am
endm

ents
do not m

ake provision for the popular election of regional
governors, w

ho are to be appointed by regional councils. T
hey

also noted that the fee to register as a parliam
entary candidate is

so high that very few
 people can afford it.

1999
29 A

pr.
Som

e 40 m
em

bers of an arm
ed opposition group headed by

M
ansur M

uakalov abducted six T
ajik police officers in eastern

T
ajikistan during the night of 27-28 A

pril. T
he kidnappers are

dem
anding the release of five m

en charged w
ith m

ore than 80
crim

es, including 10 m
urders.

1999
29 A

pr.
In W

ashington, A
kezhan K

azhegeldin denied the recent
accusations of tax evasion leveled against him

 argued that the
country's leadership is "neither united nor a m

onolith" but
com

posed of disparate factions pursuing their ow
n "clan and

corporate interests."

1999
30 A

pr.
R

akhm
onov states that only a secular governm

ent can guarantee
peace in T

ajikistan. M
eanw

hile, T
ajik Islam

ic opposition
m

em
bers have dem

anded that the authorities release prisoners
in exchange for the return of six policem

en taken hostage.

1999
30 A

pr.
Found guilty of spying for a foreign pow

er, M
ajor- G

eneral
R

ais K
hadeyev, form

er deputy head of K
azakhstan's security

service, w
as and sentenced to 10 years in prison; his property

w
as confiscation and he lost his rank.
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1999
30 A

pr.
A

t talks in A
shgabat, N

iyazov and PSG
, the U

.S. com
pany that

plans to build a gas pipeline across the C
aspian, agreed to speed

up w
ork on the project. T

he prelim
inary financial plan and the

organization of the m
ulticom

pany consortium
 that PSG

 w
ill

head w
ere discussed.

1999
30 A

pr.
In order to im

prove cooperation in the airline industry,
U

zbekistan and U
kraine form

ed a new
 "C

IS-A
lliance" air

system
.

1999
3 M

ay
Suspected of involvem

ent in daubing slogans on buildings and
fences in A

stana that denounced President N
ursultan

N
azarbaev, A

rm
ial T

asym
bekov is arrested by N

ational
Security C

om
m

ittee officials and taken to a psychiatric clinic.
L

ater on, he is found dead in his apartm
ent in A

lm
aty.

1999
3 M

ay
N

iyazov transfers som
e of his oversight pow

ers to the
parliam

ent.

1999
3 M

ay
T

he B
ishkek C

ity C
ourt approves the fines that a district court

had handed dow
n one m

onth earlier on the independent w
eekly

"R
es Publika. T

he court had fined the paper 200,000 som
($6,670) for insulting the honor and dignity of the president of
K

yrgyzstan's N
ational T

elevision and R
adio C

orporation.

1999
4 M

ay
Journalists subject K

azakhstan's new
 draft law

 on m
ass m

edia
to harsh criticism

 and charge that freedom
 of speech and the

press in K
azakhstan w

ill be restricted unless certain
am

endm
ents are included in the law

.

1999
4 M

ay
U

zbek and K
azakh rail transit that had been halted due to non-

paym
ent of debts (U

zbekistan ow
es $8 m

illion and K
yrgyzstan

$3.8) is resum
ed. T

he debts w
ill be repaid by 31 M

ay.

1999
5 M

ay
In K

azakhstan, K
azhegeldin w

ill not contend the O
ctober

parliam
entary elections but w

ill return to K
azakhstan from

L
ondon after his "E

conom
ic M

odeling" is published.

1999
5 M

ay
T

urkm
enistan plans on opening em

bassies in A
zerbaijan,

A
rm

enia, K
azakhstan, K

yrgyzstan, M
oldova, and T

ajikistan to
take care of visa requrem

ents im
posed on visitors from

 m
ost

C
IS states.
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1999
5 M

ay
In T

ashkent, M
asahiko K

om
ura attended the opening of the first

Japanese International C
ooperation A

gency office in C
entral

A
sia. T

he A
gency provides technical assistance in the transition

to a m
arket econom

y, environm
ental protection, and the

developm
ent of transport, com

m
unications, and public health

facilities.

1999
6 M

ay
T

aseym
bekov, the journalist w

ho w
as forcibly taken to a

psychiatric hospital in A
stana is released. A

 doctor at the clinic
said that T

asym
bekov had been treated for "a tem

porary m
ental

disorder" and is now
 "absolutely sober and healthy."

1999
6 M

ay
12 people are arrested for an alleged attem

pt to assassinate
A

kaev..

1999
7 M

ay
Police dispersed seventeen em

ployees of the Shym
kent

Phosphorus Plant w
ho had been on a hunger strike on the tow

n's
central square fpr a w

eek to dem
and paym

ent of their salaries
for the past three years. T

he plant, now
 bankrupt and up for

sale, ow
es its form

er w
orkers about 6 $5 m

illion.

1999
7 M

ay
T

he K
yrgyz cabinet is unable to pay som

e 500 m
illion som

s
(about $14 m

illion) in back paym
ents, including w

ages,
pensions and other allow

ances. T
he reason is that industrial

output declined in 1998 by 39.7 percent, com
pared w

ith 1997.
A

gricultural output fell by 12 percent and construction by 48
percent. R

evenues from
 privatization in 1998 also fell short of

the anticipated figure.

1999
10 M

ay
In an attem

pt to protect dom
estic m

anufacturers from
 an influx

of cheap foreign goods, all im
ported goods m

ust bear labels in
both K

azakh and R
ussian detailing their country of origin, date

of m
anufacture and expiration date.

1999
11 M

ay
K

ofi A
nnan recom

m
ends extending for a further six m

onths the
m

andate of the U
N

 O
bserver M

ission in T
ajikistan, w

hich
expires on 15 M

ay. A
nnan notes that progress in im

plem
enting

the 1997 T
ajik peace agreem

ents has been com
plicated by the

"deeply-rooted m
istrust" betw

een the governm
ent and the

opposition.
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1999
11 M

ay
3,000 officials are sacked or sentenced for, or m

erely suspected
of, corruption or econom

ic crim
e.

1999
13 M

ay
E

nergy executives w
itness the start of the construction of a

m
arine term

inal for the planned 1,580 kilom
eter oil export

pipeline from
 K

azakhstan's T
engiz field, R

euters reported. T
he

$2.2 billion project, in w
hich C

hevron is the m
ajor shareholder,

is scheduled for com
pletion in m

id-2001.

1999
14 M

ay
T

he T
ajik governm

ent representatives agree only to dropping
outstanding crim

inal charges against U
T

O
 m

em
bers and release

the U
T

O
 jailed fighters. O

ther dem
ands by U

T
O

 are not
acceptable.

1999
14 M

ay
R

esidents of K
yrgyzstan’s Isyyk K

ul region blocked roads
leading to the K

um
ptor gold m

ine and destroyed tw
o trucks

belonging to the C
annadian-ow

ned K
um

ptor O
perating

C
om

pany. 780,000 som
s ($22,000) allocated by the K

um
ptor as

com
pensation for victim

s of the spill of toxic chem
icals into the

B
arskoon R

iver in M
ay 1998 disappear.

1999
14 M

ay
"K

azakhstan is searching for its ow
n path tow

ard dem
ocracy" is

the response of K
azakh authorities to G

erard Stoudm
an,

C
hairm

an of the O
SC

E
’s O

ffice of D
em

ocratic Institutions and
H

um
an R

ights w
ho said, "K

azakhstan is not a dem
ocracy."

1999
14 M

ay
Severe sentences are handed dow

n in the first of a series of
trials of persons suspected of involvem

ent in the bom
bings in

T
ashkent that resulted in 15 deaths.

1999
17 M

ay
U

N
 Security C

ouncil calls on the T
ajik authorities to speed up

im
plem

entation of the 1997 peace plan by dem
obilizing

fighters, establishing a "broad political dialogue," and creating
conditions for holding a referendum

 and for parliam
entary

elections.

 5,500 opposition fighters are am
nestied as a response to a

series of dem
ands by the U

T
O

.

1999
17 M

ay
A

n U
zbek citizen transporting a canister of radioactive

plutonium
 to the U

nited A
rab E

m
irates for $16,000 is arrested

in B
ishkek.
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1999
17 M

ay
T

he Security C
ouncil approves a new

 foreign-policy concept
drafted by the Foreign M

inistry on the basis of President A
skar

A
kaev's "Silk R

oad D
iplom

acy" doctrine. T
hat doctrine

envisages m
aking use of K

yrgyzstan's geographic position to
forge harm

onious relations w
ith neighboring C

entral A
sian

countries, w
ith the states of E

astern and Southeastern A
sia, and

w
ith E

urope.

1999
18 M

ay
K

azakhstan's N
ational Security M

inistry officials have
discovered a secret radio receiver on the roof of the building
that houses the B

ritish, G
erm

an, and French. T
he receiver could

be used to m
onitor conversations w

ithin the m
inistry building

and incom
ing electronic m

essages.

1999
18 M

ay
T

urkey and T
urkm

enistan sign an agreem
ent under w

hich
T

urkey w
ill purchase 750 m

illion kW
 hours of electricity

annually from
 T

urkm
enistan betw

een 2000 and 2006. T
he

electricity w
ill be transported via Iran.

1999
19 M

ay
R

akhm
onov intends to expedite the drafting of am

endm
ents to

the country's constitution that w
ill pave the w

ay for
parliam

entary elections early next year. Presidential elections
w

ill take place by 6 N
ovem

ber 1999, the day w
hen

R
akhm

onov's term
 expires.

1999
19 M

ay
K

yrgyz governm
ent agrees to IM

F conditions for resum
ption of

financing under a three-year E
conom

ic Structural A
djustm

ent
Facility program

. A
ccording to these conditions, K

yrgyzstan
m

ust im
plem

ent tough m
onetary and financial policies, keep

inflation below
 20 percent in 1999, and increase budget

revenues w
hile cutting expenditures. T

he IM
F initially allocated

$88 m
illion for the three-year program

, of w
hich the first $41

m
illion w

as disbursed in 1998. It increased the total sum
 to

$120 m
illion last year.

1999
20 M

ay
In an effort to prepare the w

ay for a m
ore dem

ocratic election,
com

e O
ctober, 1999, Several opposition parties and m

ovem
ents

including A
zat, A

zam
at, O

rleu, and the C
om

m
unist Party have

signed a m
em

orandum
 against the existing political system

 in
the republic.
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1999
21 M

ay
W

hile N
azarbaev vies the new

 draft law
 for the m

edia
em

pow
ering, his opponents see restriction of freedom

 of speech
and nothing else. A

ny one of 43 m
inor offenses in the new

election law
 has the potential to disqualify candidates from

participation at any level.

1999
24 M

ay
T

he m
em

bers of the E
conom

ic C
ooperation O

rganization
(A

fghanistan, A
zerbaijan, Iran, K

azakhstan, K
yrgyzstan,

Pakistan, T
ajikistan, T

urkey, T
urkm

enistan, and U
zbekistan)

discussed expanding regional cooperation and develop a
netw

ork of export pipelines for oil and gas.

1999
24 M

ay
T

he som
's 40 percent devaluation over the past tw

o m
onths

concerns K
yrgyz authorities w

ho blam
e the depreciation on

currency speculation by com
m

ercial banks. T
he current

exchange rate is 42 som
s to the $1, com

pared w
ith 17 som

s in
July 1998 and 30 som

s in early M
arch 1999.

1999
25 M

ay
U

T
O

 characterizes its further participation in the C
N

R
 as

"m
eaningless" unless the T

ajik leadership m
eets key dem

ands
like increasing the U

T
O

's share of posts in national and local
governm

ent bodies to the 30 percent provided for in the 1997
peace accord. T

he U
T

O
 also dem

ands 30 percent representation
in banks and foreign em

bassies.

1999
26 M

ay
T

he T
ajik governm

ent dism
isses as "unacceptable" conditions

stipulated by the U
T

O
.

1999
26 M

ay
T

urkm
enistan plans unilaterally to revoke the open-ended treaty

it signed w
ith R

ussia in 1993, w
hich allow

s for T
urkm

en and
R

ussian border troops jointly guard T
urkm

enistan's frontiers
w

ith Iran and A
fghanistan.

1999
27 M

ay
K

yrgyzstan w
ill soon receive increased gas supplies from

U
zbekistan as U

zbekistan w
ill pay rent for a gas pipeline tht

transits K
yrgyz territory.

1999
27 M

ay
Jan K

ubis, U
N

 Secretary-G
eneral's special representative in

T
ajikistan, proposes that R

akhm
onov and U

T
O

 leader should
m

eet and discuss the latter's dem
ands. Iran and R

ussia,
guarantors of the peace treaty, support K

ubis's view
.
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1999
27 M

ay
K

azakhstan is scheduled to receive m
ore than $50 m

illion in
U

.S. aid in 1999. T
his is the "biggest aid program

" that has ever
been given by W

ashington to a C
entral A

sian country..

1999
28 M

ay
O

pposition refuses to w
ithdraw

 the conditions it has set for
continued participation in the w

ork of the C
N

R
. N

uri said that
those dem

ands, including the allocation to the opposition of 30
percent of posts in national and local governm

ents and the
release of 93 im

prisoned opposition figures, do not exceed
concessions contained in the 1997 peace agreem

ent.

1999
28 M

ay
N

azarbaev criticizes the country's governm
ent for its lack of

both concrete ideas for the econom
y and qualified econom

y and
the m

inisters for interfering in the w
ork of other agencies.

1999
28 M

ay
T

he U
.S. announces it support for plans to build an underw

ater
T

rans-C
aspian pipeline to export T

urkm
enistan's natural gas to

T
urkey via A

zerbaijan and G
eorgia and opposes the idea of a

gas export pipeline via Iran.

1999
28 M

ay
Pensioners picketed the governm

ent building in B
ishkek to

protest recent hikes in the price of bread and flour and to
dem

and that pensions be raised and paid on tim
e. T

he K
yrgyz

governm
ent ow

es several m
illion dollars to pensioners and

teachers in back w
ages.

1999
31 M

ay
T

he new
 Prim

e M
inister asks the m

inisters to w
ork out urgent

m
easures to support the som

 w
ithin the next five days. A

long
w

ith an inflation rate of 15, trade turnover w
ith U

zbekistan has
fallen by 52 percent, w

ith K
azakhstan by 19 percent and w

ith
R

ussia by 15 percent since 1 January.

1999
31 M

ay
T

ashkent rejects K
azakhstan's request to buy U

zbek natural gas
for $30 per thousand cubic m

eters and the tw
o countries fail to

reach an agreem
ent on com

plex border dem
arcation issues.

1999
2 Jun.

R
akhm

onov agrees to a m
eeting w

ith opposition representatives
to discuss their dem

ands. T
he U

T
O

 has suspended participation
in tw

o com
m

issions on w
hich both it and the T

ajik governm
ent

are jointly represented to protest the leadership's failure to
com

ply w
ith specific conditions of the 1997 peace agreem

ent.
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1999
3 Jun.

K
azakhstan plans to m

aintain the 1998 level of $1.2 billion in
direct foreign investm

ent and $2.1 billion in dom
estic

investm
ent. R

egarding foreign investm
ent, "an im

portant
com

ponent in establishing dem
ocracy," K

azakh officials assure
leaders of foreign com

panies engaged in K
azakhstan that they

can m
eet w

ith the President personally to resolve difficulties,
bureaucratic hurdles, or requests for bribes.

1999
3 Jun.

Pensioners, betw
een 1,500-2,000 , picket the governm

ent
building in B

ishkek to protest deteriorating living conditions,
dem

and increase in their pension, and on tim
e paym

ent. Second
such protest in one w

eek, prom
pted the governm

ent to
announced that all outstanding w

ages for M
ay w

ill be paid by
20 June and that som

e 277 m
illion som

s ($6 m
illion) in social

benefits arrears for 1998 w
ill be paid after receipt of a new

 $20
m

illion loan from
 the A

sian D
evelopm

ent B
ank.

1999
4 Jun.

L
ast year, B

elarus-T
ajik trade turnover grew

 by $4.3 m
illion to

$11.5 m
illion. B

elarus exports m
otor vehicles, industrial

equipm
ent, chem

ical products, and consum
er goods to

T
ajikistan. T

he bulk of B
elarusian im

ports from
 T

ajikistan
consists of alum

inum
, cotton, and agricultural products.

1999
4 Jun.

O
f the 67 deputies in the low

er house of the K
azakh parliam

ent,
44 have joined O

T
A

N
, the party created earlier this year as a

support base for President N
ursultan N

azarbaev. Students and
teachers m

ight be pressured to join Party.

1999
4 Jun.

Follow
ing the exam

ple of South K
orea, citizens of K

azakhstan
are requested to donate gold and silver jew

elry to help shore up
the country's gold and hard currency reserves. N

et gold and
foreign currency reserves in A

pril w
ere $1.01 billion. Fam

ilies
that refuse to com

ply w
ith that appeal m

ay be levied a $50 tax.

1999
4 Jun.

Prim
e M

inister M
uraliev expressed concern at the decline in

value of the som
, rising unem

ploym
ent, and the governm

ent's
failure to m

eet targets for tax collection or to pay salaries to
state em

ployees. T
he K

yrgyz governm
ent ow

es som
e 200

m
illion som

s (about $4.5 m
illion) in overdue w

ages.
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1999
7 Jun.

T
ajikistan and C

hina discuss bilateral cooperation. C
hina

invests up to $11 m
illion for the construction of a textile factory

and a tobacco factory in tajikistan.

1999
8 Jun.

T
he U

T
O

 creates a w
orking group to discuss conditions for

renew
ing cooperation w

ith the governm
ent on im

plem
entation

of the 1997 peace agreem
ent w

ithin five or six days.

1999
8 Jun.

L
eading m

em
bers of the O

T
A

N
 (Fatherland) party, including

parliam
entary speaker M

arat O
spanov, issued a statem

ent on 7
June castigating the governm

ent for failing to protect dom
estic

industry, stem
 rising unem

ploym
ent, and pay pensions and

social allow
ances on tim

e.

1999
9 Jun.

A
kaev regards R

ussia as his country's present and future "m
ain

strategic partner," particularly in the econom
ic sphere.

D
ow

nplaying the potential threat posed to K
yrgyzstan by

Islam
ic radicalism

, he dism
issed a bom

b attack last year against
a traditional m

osque in southern K
yrgyzstan as the w

ork of
terrorists.

1999
10 Jun.

A
ddressing cabinet m

em
bers and regional governors on 9 June,

N
azarbaev chastised officials for infighting, w

hich, he said, is
underm

ining the confidence of foreign investors. N
azarbaev

criticized the governm
ent, and Prim

e M
inister N

urlan
B

alghym
baev personally, for the lack of a coherent program

 for
the next three to five years, and he outlined 10 tasks for
m

inisters and regional leaders. T
he Federation of T

rade U
nions

of K
azakhstan joined the O

T
A

N
 party in calling for the

governm
ent's replacem

ent. T
he trade unionists noted that real

w
ages have fallen by 25-30 percent in recent m

onths, w
hile

food prices have risen sharply.

1999
11 Jun.

A
n explosion in T

ursunzade on 10 June caused extensive
property dam

age but claim
ed no casualties, R

euters reported on
11 June. L

ocal officials said there is no indication that the latest
bom

bing is linked to the country's long-running civil w
ar.

1999
11 Jun.

T
he new

 m
andatory visa regim

e set up by A
shgabat (8 June)

has already detained 51 individuals from
 flying out of A

shgabat
to M

oscow
. A

cquiring the necessary docum
entation w

ill take at
least a m

onth.
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1999
14 Jun.

T
he W

orld B
ank has approved a $20 m

illion loan to support the
privatization of farm

s in T
ajikistan. T

he loan w
as m

ade through
the bank's International A

ssociation for D
evelopm

ent, a
program

 that m
akes loans to the w

orld's poorest countries.

1999
14 Jun.

D
uring a visit to T

ashkent by C
hinese D

eputy Prem
ier Q

ian
Q

ichen, Islam
 K

arim
ov called for expanding ties betw

een the
tw

o countries as part of an effort to revive "the ancient G
reat

Silver R
oad" linking E

urope to A
sia.

1999
15 Jun.

B
ishkek's failure to m

eet its $3.2 m
illion debt for past deliveries

has forced Intergas, the K
azakh com

pany that supplies gas from
U

zbekistan to northern K
yrgyzstan, to halt its delivery of

natural gas.

1999
15 Jun.

A
 spokesm

an for the U
.S. E

m
bassy in K

azakhstan told
journalists on 14 June that the U

.S. T
rade D

epartm
ent has not

yet com
pleted the investigation begun earlier this year into

allegations that K
azakhstan has violated a 1992 pledge not to

sell uranium
 on the w

orld m
arket at "dum

ping" prices. K
azakh

authorities deny the charges.

1999
15 Jun.

O
nce again, the K

azakh com
pany that supplies gas from

U
zbekistan to K

yrgyzstan, Intergaz, cuts supplies to northern
regions of K

yrgzystan, including B
ishkek to force the K

yrgyz
governm

ent pay som
e $3.2 m

illion for past deliveries. K
yrgyz

authorities are aw
are of the deteriorating situation but are not

able to pay the am
ounts due.

1999
16 Jun.

T
alks betw

een w
orking groups representing the T

ajik
governm

ent and U
T

O
 on the term

s for a resum
ption of

cooperation failed to reach a com
prom

ise solution.

1999
16 Jun.

O
T

A
N

’s has succeeded in registering branches in only three of
K

azakhstan's 14 oblasts. A
t least seven oblasts are needed to

contend the parliam
entary elections.
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1999
17 Jun.

T
he D

em
ocratic Party of T

ajikistan (D
PT

) condem
ns the A

pril
agreem

ent betw
een M

oscow
 and D

ushanbe allow
ing R

ussia to
m

aintain a m
ilitary base in T

ajikistan. R
ussian m

ilitary presence
serves to prop up the present T

ajik leadership and deter foreign
investm

ent.

 T
he D

PT
 appealed to the population and political parties to

lobby against the holding of a proposed referendum
 on

am
endm

ents to the T
ajik C

onstitution. It argued that the
proposed am

endm
ent on the "separation of religion from

 the
state" could engender a new

 round of fighting betw
een

governm
ent and opposition forces.

1999
17 Jun.

Police in A
lm

aty have launched an operation to detain and
deport illegal im

m
igrants. T

o date, 800 people have been
deported, 132 of them

 on 15 June to T
ajikistan and U

zbekistan.
Som

e C
hinese im

m
igrants have also been apprehended. A

n
additional 1,500 people have been fined for violating
K

azakhstan's passport regulations.

1999
17 Jun.

A
s a result of shipm

ent of needed K
yrgyz flour in the republic

to U
zbekistan as paym

ent for gas, flour prices in K
yrgyzstan

have risen by 30-40 percent. L
egislators believe that K

yrgyz
governm

ent should ask K
azakhstan to settle its $22 m

illion debt
to K

yrgyzstan in grain.

1999
17 Jun.

22 individuals are accused of terrorism
, attem

pting to kill
President Islam

 K
arim

ov, drug trafficking, illegal possession of
w

eapons, and robbery. T
he state prosecutor called for the death

sentence on 10 of the defendants, and for prison term
s of 10-14

years for the rem
ainder.

1999
18 Jun.

A
pproxim

ately 60 percent of K
azakhstan's territory is currently

subject to de-certification. M
eanw

hile, A
stana plans to privatize

som
e 28.1 m

illion hectares of farm
land.

1999
18 Jun.

T
he prim

e m
inisters of K

azakhstan, K
yrgyzstan, T

ajikistan, and
T

urkm
enistan approved 25 investm

ent projects totaling in
excess of $50 m

illion. T
hey also agreed to coordinate the

operation of their pow
er grids.
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1999
21 Jun.

R
akhm

onov nam
es four opposition candidates to governm

ent
posts. T

he U
T

O
 w

ill com
pile a list of 14 cities and tow

ns in
w

hich its nom
inees w

ill be appointed to head local governm
ent

bodies.

1999
21 Jun.

T
he governm

ent of K
azakhstan signs a m

em
orandum

 of intent
w

ith B
ritish G

as, Italy's A
gip, T

exaco, and R
ussia's L

ukoil on
construction of a 460 kilom

eter, $440 m
illion pipeline from

 the
K

arachaganak field to A
tyrau. T

he pipeline w
ill be connected in

2001 to the C
aspian Pipeline C

onsortium
 from

 T
engiz to

N
ovorossiisk, and w

ill enable K
azakhstan to export up to 12

m
illion tons of oil and gas condensate per year.

1999
22 Jun.

T
w

o close associates of rebel C
olonel M

akhm
ud K

hudoiberdiev
w

ere sentenced to death on charges of treason and attem
pting to

seize pow
er in the abortive uprising in K

hujand in N
ovem

ber
1998.

1999
22 Jun.

T
o help new

ly-created parties, akaev proposes reducing from
 12

to 6 m
onths the m

inim
um

 period prior to parliam
entary

elections for w
hich a political party m

ust be officially
registered.

1999
22 Jun.

K
azakhstan's parliam

ent passes am
endm

ents proposed by
N

azarbaev to the election law
. T

he am
endm

ents abolish the
penalties hitherto incurred by involvem

ent in unregistered
public organizations and reduce by half the registration fee for
parliam

entary candidates from
 132,000 to 66,000 tenges

($4,100).

1999
25 Jun.

K
arim

ov beleives other C
entral A

sian states should w
ork

together to prom
ote a rapprochem

ent betw
een the T

ajik
governm

ent and opposition. E
fforts by unnam

ed "individual
forces" to build an Islam

ic state in T
ajikistan run counter to the

interests of other countries of the region.

1999
25 Jun.

K
azakh Prim

e M
inister inform

ed parliam
ent that his cabinet

w
ill curb inflation and reduce the budget deficit. H

e criticized
the parliam

ent, w
hich narrow

ly failed to achieve the tw
o-thirds

vote required to pass a vote of no confidence in the governm
ent,

for its opposition to budget cuts,
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1999
25 Jun.

R
ussia w

arned T
urkm

enistan that a "polarization" w
ithin the

C
IS m

ay w
eaken security along the borders of the C

IS and
create gaps that can be advantageous to adversaries.
T

urkm
enistan and K

yrgyzstan have both announced their
intention to take over full responsibility for guarding their ow

n
frontiers.

1999
25 Jun.

T
he U

.S. announced its w
illingness to continue to support plans

for the construction of an under-w
ater T

rans-C
aspian pipeline

for the export of T
urkm

en gas. T
he resolution of B

aku and
A

shgabat's dispute over the delim
itation of their respective

sectors of the C
aspian Sea and of the ow

nership of several
offshore oilfields has help the process of the pipeline along.

1999
25 Jun.

In its seventh attem
pt, K

yrgyz authorities succeeded in arresting
M

arat K
alm

urzaev, president of the K
yrgyzbusiness private

com
pany w

ho is suspected of em
bezzlem

ent, abuse of pow
er,

and tax evasion betw
een 1996-1998, resulting in losses to the

state of approxim
ately 8,906,000 m

illion som
 (about $200,000).

1999
25 Jun.

T
he presidents of the C

entral A
sian U

nion agreed to strengthen
econom

ic cooperation, take "practical steps" to form
 a com

m
on

C
entral A

sian econom
ic space, and capital, and grant G

eorgia
and T

urkey observer status in the union.

1999
25 Jun.

Islam
 K

arim
ov called on other C

entral A
sian states to w

ork
together to prom

ote a rapprochem
ent betw

een the T
ajik

governm
ent and opposition. H

e characterized the efforts of
unnam

ed "individual forces" to build an Islam
ic state in

T
ajikistan counter to the interests of the region.

1999
26 Jun.

70 ethnic K
azakh academ

icians, w
riters, and artists dem

and that
70-80%

 of all broadcasts should be in K
azakh. A

ccording to the
1997 language law

, half the program
m

ing should be in K
azakh.
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1999
29 Jun.

R
akhm

onov gives "overall approval" to am
endm

ents to the
T

ajik C
onstitution dem

anded by the U
T

O
 w

ithin the fram
ew

ork
of the 1997 peace agreem

ent. T
hose am

endm
ents w

ill be
considered at an em

ergency parliam
entary session on 30 June.

 R
akhm

onov rejects opposition dem
and to rem

ove from
 the

constitution an article pledging construction of a secular T
ajik

state, and the introduction of a bicam
eral parliam

ent, the latter
proposal on the grounds that it w

ould cost the state budget $25
m

illion.

1999
30 Jun.

T
alks betw

een R
ussia and K

azakhstan continue on the
delim

itation of the R
ussian and K

azakh sectors of the C
aspian

Sea on the basis of an agreem
ent signed by both presidents.

U
nder that agreem

ent, the seabed is divided into national
sectors w

hile the w
aters rem

ain the com
m

on property of all
littoral states.

1999
2 Jul.

People's Party of K
yrgyzstan view

s the rapidly deteriorating
social and econom

ic situation in the republic as a cuase for the
return to pow

er of the C
om

m
unist Party.

1999
5 Jul.

E
ngine problem

s cause R
ussian Proton rocket launched from

the B
aikonur cosm

odrom
e to explode. 5,000 square m

eters of
land in K

azakhstan’s central K
araganda oblast are contam

inated
w

ith highly toxic heptil rocket fuel. E
xploding rocket has

released poisonous gas into the atm
osphere. N

o decision has
been m

ade on w
hether to evacuate residents.

1999
5 Jul.

A
 court in T

ashkent, in the course of a three hour trial, w
hich

the H
um

an R
ights W

atch characterized as "a farce, sentenced
48-year-old M

ahbuba K
asym

ova to five years' im
prisonm

ent on
charges of fraud and harboring a crim

inal. K
asym

ova is a
m

em
ber of the unregistered Independent H

um
an R

ights
O

rganization of U
zbekistan and of the banned B

irlik opposition
party.

1999
8 Jul.

T
alks on the B

aikonur space com
plex betw

een K
azakhstan and

R
ussia are "positive" and are focused on an inventory of its

property and social guarantees for its em
ployees. U

nder a 1998
agreem

ent, M
oscow

 agreed to pay $115 m
illion annually for the

use of the B
aikonur com

plex.
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1999
8 Jul.

President N
azarbaev schedules elections to the upper and low

er
cham

bers of K
azakhstan's new

 parliam
ent for 17 Septem

ber and
10 O

ctober respectively.

1999
8 Jul.

G
eorgia and T

urkm
enistan have concluded a contract w

hereby
the T

bilisi A
viation Plant w

ill repair 45 T
urkm

en SU
-45 fighter

aircraft at a cost of $46 m
illion.

1999
9Jul.

A
kaev regards R

ussia as his country’s present and future "m
ain

[econom
ic] partner.

1999
9 Jul.

K
azakhstan suspends further launches from

 B
aikonur, including

the planned launch on 14 July of a supply craft for the "M
ir"

space station and of a U
krainian-R

ussian satellite. Paym
ent of

$300 m
illion debt for the rent of B

aikonur launch site is
precondition for perm

ission to launch the R
ussian satellite.

1999
10 Jul.

K
azakh experts are concerned that deadly anthrax bacteria in

V
ozrozhdeniye island (in the A

ral Sea) m
ight contam

inate the
region once the island loses its surrounding w

ater

1999
12 Jul.

A
r-N

am
ys (dignity) Party, creating a law

-abiding and
dem

ocratic society, is founded.

1999
12 Jul.

A
lm

aty's m
ain airport is alm

ost entirely destroyed by a fire that
broke out due to faulty electrical w

iring.

1999
13 Jul.

R
akhm

onov chaired a governm
ent session to evaluate the

dam
age inflicted by last w

eek's m
udslides and coordinate

em
ergency aid to the population of the regions affected. Islam

K
arim

ov expressed his condolences and offered m
aterial aid in

coping w
ith the afterm

ath of the disaster.

1999
13 Jul.

N
urlan B

alghym
baev chaired a cabinet session on 12 July

devoted to the social and econom
ic situation in the tow

n of
E

kibastuz in northern K
azakhstan. Several dozen em

ployees at
the E

kibastuz pow
er station began a hunger-strike tw

o w
eeks

ago to dem
and paym

ent of back w
ages for the past tw

o years,
totaling 125 m

illion tenge (approxim
ately $900,000).

B
alghym

baev ordered E
nergy, T

rade, and Industry M
inister

M
ukhtar A

bliyazov to pay off the w
age arrears w

ithin one
w

eek.
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1999
13 Jul.

R
econstruction of the existing gas pipeline from

 A
zerbaijan via

G
eorgia w

ill cost betw
een $100-150 m

illion. T
he Shah D

eniz
reserves are sufficiently large to supply T

urkey w
ith enough gas

to m
eet its rapidly grow

ing energy needs.

1999
13 Jul.

D
uring the first six m

onths of 1999 G
D

P increased by 15
percent, com

pared w
ith 1998. T

otal G
D

P grow
th for 1998 w

as
5 percent. O

il and gas extraction for the first five m
onths of

1999 rose by 10.7 percent, com
pared w

ith 1998.

 T
urkm

enistan recently com
pleted its best-ever grain harvest of

1.5 m
illion tons. Such steady increase has m

ade T
urkm

enistan
self-sufficient in grain for the second consecutive year.

1999
14 Jul.

In A
lm

aty, the cost of using public transport for pensioners and
invalids is reduced to 10 tenges (less than $0.10). Pensioners
had staged dem

onstrations in the city earlier this m
onth to

protest the abolition of their right to free travel.

1999
14 Jul.

U
kraine's foreign trade from

 January to M
ay 1999 totaled $8.8

billion, dow
n by 26 percent on the sam

e period last year,
Interfax reported on 13 July, citing U

kraine's State Statistics
C

om
m

ittee. T
he negative trade balance am

ounted to $236
m

illion or 21.7 percent of the level in the sam
e period last year.

T
he com

m
ittee attributes this reduction largely to low

er prices
of R

ussian gas supplied to pay for gas transit across U
kraine.

R
ussia accounted for 49.3 percent of U

krainian im
ports,

follow
ed by T

urkm
enistan (10.5 percent), G

erm
any (6.9

percent), B
elarus (2.8 percent), and the U

.S. (2.7 percent).

1999
15 Jul.

A
 court in tashkent, in the course of a three-hour trial, w

hich the
H

um
an R

ights W
atch characterized as "a farce," sentenced 48-

year-old M
ahbuba K

asym
ova to five years im

prisonm
ent on

charges of fraud and harboring a crim
inal. K

asym
ova is a

m
em

ber of the unregistered Independent H
um

an ights
O

rganization of U
zbekistan and of the banned B

irlik opposition
party.
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1999
15 Jul.

T
ajikistan's N

ational B
ank stabilizes the exchange rate for the

T
ajik ruble against the U

.S. dollar, setting an official rate of
1,400 T

ajik rubles to the dollar. T
he T

ajik ruble had fallen to
1,800- 2,000. T

he fall in the value of the national currency led
to steep price rises. T

ajik authorities denied rum
ors that the

T
ajik governm

ent intends to introduce a new
 national currency-

-the som
on--in Septem

ber to m
ark the 1,100th anniversary of

the Sam
anid dynasty.

1999
16 Jul.

K
azakhstan's V

eterinary A
gency characterizes M

oscow
's recent

im
position of a ban on im

ports of m
eat from

 K
azakhstan

"politically" m
otivated. R

ussia had said the ban w
as prom

pted
by the discovery of hoof-and-m

outh disease am
ong the cattle in

the Q
ostanay O

blast of northern K
azakhstan.

1999
17 Jul.

K
azakh authorities relent and give perm

ission for R
ussia to

launch a rocket, carrying navigation equipm
ent for M

ir, from
B

aikonur.

1999
18 Jul.

A
n unm

anned cargo vessel filled w
ith supplies docks w

ith the
"M

ir" space. T
he vessel delivers food, oxygen, scientific

equipm
ent, and other supplies to the station, w

hose current
m

ission w
ill end on 28 A

ugust.

1999
19 Jul.

Ivanov told journalists in T
ashkent after the m

eeting that
T

ajikistan's experience of national reconciliation and
repatriating refugees since the signing of the G

eneral Peace
A

greem
ent tw

o years ago deserves greater publicity and w
ider

application.

1999
19 Jul.

T
urkm

enistan and R
ussia plan to create an intergovernm

ental
com

m
ission aim

ed at increasing bilateral political, trade,
econom

ic, and m
ilitary cooperation.

1999
20 Jul.

H
aji A

m
anullo N

egm
atzoda is re-elected to the chairm

anship of
the T

ajik M
uslim

 R
eligious B

oard for another five years.

1999
21 Jul.

T
he T

ajik governm
ent and the U

T
O

 agreed to ban carrying
arm

s in public.

1999
21 Jul.

70 M
uslim

s, suspected of being W
ahhabis or escaped prisoners,

are arrested tem
porarily in Z

ham
bul and then released.
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1999
21 Jul.

N
iyazov renam

es C
hardzhou T

urkm
enabad. H

e said he took
this step to ensure that the nam

es in the country reflect its
rebirth.

1999
22 Jul.

D
ushanbe com

plets the registration of 5,377 rebel fighters w
ho

are to be integrated into the national arm
y.

1999
22 Jul.

M
ore than 70 percent of the T

ajik population currently backs
the re- election of President R

akhm
onov at a N

ovem
ber 1999

poll.

1999
22Jul.

In K
azakhstan, 75 w

orkers continue a three-w
eek hunger strike

at the E
kibastuz Pow

er Station to dem
and the paym

ent of back
w

ages.

1999
23 Jul.

R
ussia, view

ed by T
ajikistan as a strategically im

portant
partner, plans to establish a m

ilitary base in T
ajikistan.

1999
23 Jul.

E
lections. Form

er K
azakhstan Prim

e M
inister A

kezhan
K

azhegeldin, the leader of the opposition R
epublican People's

Party, w
ill run for the parliam

ent, even though he and his party
doubt the vote w

ill be dem
ocratic. B

ut there w
as one positive

step w
ith regard: K

azakhstan authorities have registered the
R

epublican People's Party, thereby m
aking it fully eligible to

participate in the election.

1999
24 Jul.

O
riginating in K

azakhstan, a plague of locusts infests m
uch of

C
entral A

sia and parts of R
ussia.

1999
26 Jul.

T
he U

.S. explores w
ays for helping T

ajikistan rem
ove w

eapons
and landm

ines from
 its territory.

1999
26 Jul.

M
oham

m
ad Solih, the banned E

rk D
em

ocratic Party leader,
speaking on Iranian R

adio's U
zbek Service, denied T

ashkent's
charges that he had funded the dissem

ination of subversive
literature in U

zbekistan and that he had been involved in the
February bom

bings in T
ashkent.

1999
26 Jul.

U
zbekistan decides to build a special m

em
orial in T

ashkent to
those w

ho suffered under the Soviet regim
e in order to inculcate

in young people "respect for their forefathers' heroism
 and

selflessness, belief in the victory of social justice, and devotion
to the ideas of independence and patriotism

."
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1999
27 Jul.

Seven w
om

en declare a hunger strike in A
lm

aty to prevent the
parliam

ent from
 privatizing agricultural land. T

he w
om

en,
ranging in age from

 30 to 81, are not frightened by prison and
death, only of disgrace before future generations.

1999
27 Jul.

E
ncouraging journalists to pay m

ore attention to "positive"
developm

ents, President N
azarbaev said that further

dem
ocratization w

ithout a free m
edia is out of the question.

1999
28 Jul.

10 of K
azakhstan’s14 oblasts register a decline in output,

com
pared w

ith the sam
e period in 1998. B

udget revenues
am

ount to 86 percent of the planned am
ount, and the total taxes

collected are inadequate to fund all state program
s.

 K
azakhstan earned alm

ost $190 m
illion from

 privatization
during the first half of the year and oil production during the
first six m

onths totaled 14.2 m
illion tons, w

hich w
as 5.5 percent

above the figure for 1998 but still short of the planned 14.24
m

illion tons.

1999
28 Jul.

K
yrgyzstan’s m

em
bership and right to vote w

ill be discontinued
unless K

yrgyzstan pays the U
N

 $1 m
illion in m

em
bership fees,

or at least half of that sum
 by eptem

ber.

1999
28 Jul.

N
iyazov approves T

urkm
enistan's developm

ent program
 for

2001-2010, w
hich entails m

assive increases in the extraction of
oil and natural gas, w

ith production of the form
er slated to rise

from
 6.3 m

illion tons to 27-30 m
illion tons. T

he increase in gas
production is presum

ably predicated on im
plem

entation of the
planned T

rans-C
aspian gas pipeline project. M

ore m
oderate

increases are anticipated in cotton and grain production. T
he

country's population is expected to increase from
 the present 5

m
illion to 6.5 m

illion in 2005.

1999
29 Jul.

U
kraine threatens to stop supplies of alum

ina to T
ajikistan from

1 A
ugust unless D

ushanbe pays off its debts w
ith cotton

supplies prom
ised earlier. T

he tw
o countries have signed a deal

on partly repaying T
ajikistan's $60 m

illion debt to K
yiv w

ith
cotton supplies totaling 7,000 tons, including 1,300 tons this
m

onth. In return, U
kraine pledges to ship 500,000 tons of

alum
ina to T

ajikistan in both 1999 and 2000 and increase
im

ports to 600,000 tons in 2001, R
euters reported.
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1999
30 Jul.

B
P A

m
oco w

ill sell its 9.5 percent stake in the O
ffshore

K
azakhstan International O

perating C
om

pany (O
K

IO
C

).

1999
1 A

ug.
M

arket forces press on K
azakh producers of the aphrodisiac

stag antlers. D
rinking fresh blood from

 the antlers, legend has it,
m

akes w
om

en take to their heels.

1999
2 A

ug.
T

he U
T

O
 w

ill pull out of the C
entral E

lectoral C
om

m
ission

unless a U
T

O
 representative is appointed.

1999
2 A

ug.
K

yrgyzgas announces purchase of natural gas from
 K

azakhstan
at a price low

er than it has been paying to U
zbekistan.

1999
2 A

ug.
E

rk D
em

ocratic Party, w
hich has been banned in U

zbekistan,
accuses President Islam

 K
arim

ov of either m
asterm

inding the
bom

bing him
self or recruting others to undertake it for him

.
K

arim
ov, the Party claim

s, w
as seeking a chance to introduce a

"terror m
ovem

ent" of "unprecedented oppression.

1999
3 A

ug.
Follow

ing the parliam
ent’s granting am

nesty to 20,000
prisoners, or 25 percent of the prison population, N

azarbaev
issues a decree am

nestying som
e 13,000 prisoners, m

ost of
w

hom
 are suffering from

 T
B

 .

1999
4 A

ug.
T

he process of disarm
ing opposition fighters and of their

enrolm
ent into the T

ajik arm
y or Interior M

inistry forces has
been com

pleted. T
his com

pletes the transform
ation of the

opposition from
 a m

ilitary into a political force.

 T
he T

ajik governm
ent is obliged to lift the 1993 ban on

opposition parties and m
edia w

ithin one w
eek of the disbanding

of the U
T

O
's m

ilitary units.

1999
5 A

ug.
T

ajikistan dispatches T
ajik frontier troops to reinforce the

R
ussian border guards deployed along the T

ajik-A
fghan frontier

1999
5 A

ug.
State funding for 23 publications is abplished forcing the editors
to secure new

 sources of funding. E
gem

en Q
azaqstan,"

"K
azakhstanskaya pravda" and "Z

has A
lash." H

ow
ever, w

ill
receive state funding.

1999
5 A

ug.
N

ew
 legilation enhances the role of the state language (K

yrgyz)
for all official docum

entation.
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1999
5 A

ug.
C

itizens of W
orld T

rade O
rganization m

em
ber states w

ill no
longer need a visa to enter K

yrgyzstan.

1999
6 A

ug.
Six opposition parties aligned in the "R

espublika" bloc dem
and

unspecified am
endm

ents that w
ould m

ake the present election
law

 m
ore dem

ocratic. T
hey request that the President postpone

the election to the upper cham
ber of the parliam

ent until
D

ecem
ber.

1999
6 A

ug.
T

he seven w
om

en m
em

bers of the Z
her-A

na (M
otherland)

Party end their hunger strike and the discussion of the bill they
supported is shelved indefinitely.

1999
6 A

ug.
T

he 17 K
yrgyz detained by K

azakh police three w
eeks ago in

Z
ham

byl O
blast are released.

1999
9 A

ug.
T

ajikistan is likely to harvest only 380,000 tons of cotton or just
over half the planned target of 600,000 tons. T

he shortfall is
blam

ed on shortages of fuel and spare parts for agricultural
m

achinery and on the torrential rains in K
hatlon O

blast last
m

onth. In 1997, T
ajikistan harvested 385,000 tons of cotton.

1999
9 A

ug.
C

rim
inal suspects are being released from

 jail w
ithout trial

because of the ongoing strike by K
azakhstan's law

yers. U
nder

K
azakhstan's constitution, suspects can be detained w

ithout trial
for no longer than six m

onths.

1999
9 A

ug.
T

he T
rans-C

aspian gas pipelinepipe w
ill have an annual

capacity of 30 billion cubic m
eters.

1999
9 A

ug.
T

urkm
enistan w

ill not resum
e shipm

ent of natural gas to
U

krainian as long as U
krain does not pay its debt in full. Forty

percent of that debt is to be paid in hard currency and the
rem

ainder in barter goods.

1999
12 A

ug.
A

fter six frustrating years, a O
K

IO
C

 drill pierces the seabed of
the C

aspian and kicks off a project that is likely to shape the
future of K

azakh oil industry.

1999
12 A

ug.
T

he T
ajik Suprem

e C
ourt lifts a ban on opposition parties

im
posed for their part in the 1992 civil w

ar in the republic.

1999
13 A

ug.
T

ajik M
ilitants take four K

yrgyz officials hostage in the B
atken

district of southern K
yrgyzstan.
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1999
13 A

ug.
U

zbekistan's Foreign M
inister confirm

s earlier reports that
som

e of the m
ilitants w

ho had taken four K
yrgyz nationals

hostage, are U
zbek citizens and m

em
bers of the arm

ed m
ilitary

form
ation of D

jum
a N

am
angani.

1999
15 A

ug.
K

azakhstan's Prosecutor-G
eneral retracts the order for the arrest

of A
kezhan K

azhegeldin.

1999
16 A

ug.
U

N
 Secretary-G

eneral K
ofi A

nnan term
s the lifting by the T

ajik
Suprem

e C
ourt of its 1993 ban on four T

ajik opposition parties
and m

ovem
ents a "significant step" tow

ard im
plem

entation of
the 1997 peace accord.

1999
16 A

ug.
R

akhm
onov and Jiang Z

em
in discuss bilateral econom

ic treaties
and sign an agreem

ent on the dem
arcation of one section of

their disputed com
m

on border but failed to resolve C
hinese

territorial claim
s on parts of T

ajikistan's G
orno-B

adashkhan
A

utonom
ous O

blast.

1999
16 A

ug.
A

 46-year old w
om

an becom
es the seventh person to contract

bubonic plague in K
azakhstan.

1999
16 A

ug.
T

he President's office that announced that the 21 guerrillas have
released the four hostages in southern K

yrgyzstan declined to
release any inform

ation on the w
hereabouts of the kidnappers or

the circum
stances of the hostages' release.

1999
17 A

ug.
T

ajikistan protests U
zbekistan's bom

bing of its D
jirgatal

district.

1999
17 A

ug.
B

P A
m

oco has gone back on its decision to sell its 9.5 percent
stake in the O

ffshore K
azakhstan International O

perating
C

om
pany (O

K
IO

C
) for an asking price of $440 m

illion.
K

azakhstan and the A
m

erican International Petroleum
C

orporation sign a contract for the developm
ent of the 700 B

C
F

Shagyrly-Shom
yshty gas field.

1999
17 A

ug.
A

pparently, K
yrgyz authorities pay $50,000 in cash to obtain

the release of four local officials held hostage by a m
ixed group

of U
zbeks and T

ajiks.

1999
17 A

ug.
T

he U
zbek Foreign M

inistry denied any know
ledge of the

bom
bings in w

hich four jets approaching from
 K

yrgyz airspace
dropped eight bom

bs on T
ajikistan's D

jirgatal district.



185

1999
18 A

ug.
T

urkm
enistan's foreign trade turnover grew

 by 57.2 percent to
$1.22 billion during the first half of 1999, com

pared w
ith the

sam
e period last year. T

he trade surplus as of 30 June 1999 w
as

$112.1 m
illion, com

pared w
ith a deficit of $259.4 m

illion the
previous year. A

lso during the first six m
onths of 1999,

industrial output rose by 19 percent, prim
arily as a result of a

160 percent increase in gas production and a 60 percent increase
in the output of the cotton industry.

1999
18 A

ug.
T

he ethnic U
zbek guerrilla band of 1000 headed by Jum

a
N

am
angani aim

s to create an Islam
ic state in the Fergana V

alley
that w

ould include the A
ndijan, Fergana, and N

am
angan

O
blasts of U

zbekistan and the L
eninabad O

blast of T
ajikistan.

1999
18 A

ug.
K

yrgyz authorities claim
 that the ethnic U

zbek guerrilla band
headed by Jum

a N
am

angani aim
s to create an Islam

ic state in
the Fergana V

alley that w
ould include the A

ndijan, Fergana,
and N

am
angan oblasts of U

zbekistan and the L
eninabad oblast

of T
ajikistan.

 K
arim

ov criticizes T
ajikistan for inablity to control the

situation in the eastern part of the country. H
e notes that T

ajik
authorities should not have perm

ited a group of arm
ed m

ilitants,
including ethnic U

zbeks, to cross into neighboring K
yrgyzstan.

1999
19 A

ug.
T

he U
T

O
 announces the dissolution of its arm

ed units follow
ing

T
ajik Suprem

e court's decision to lift ban and restrictions on
U

T
O

 parties.

1999
19 A

ug.
T

he U
.S. urges T

urkm
enistan, A

zerbaijan, G
eorgia, and T

urkey
to sign a legal agreem

ent com
m

itting their support for the
planned T

rans-C
aspian gas export pipeline. A

 protracted dispute
betw

een A
zerbaijan and T

urkm
enistan over ow

nership of
C

aspian oilfields is perceived as an obstacle to such an
agreem

ent.

 T
urkm

enistan considers the possibility of allow
ing A

zerbaijan
to use the planned T

rans-C
aspian gas pipeline to export gas

from
 its C

aspian off-shore Shah D
eniz deposit. T

his, how
ever,

w
ill not reduce the am

ount of gas it has contracted to supply
T

urkey via that pipeline.
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1999
19 A

ug.
K

yrgyz officials, after com
bing the m

ountains w
here the

guerrillas had been entrenched conclude that the guerrillas have
left the country.

1999
19 A

ug.
N

iyazov chaired a cabinet session to discuss agriculture and the
developm

ent of the textile industry.

 T
urkm

enistan w
ill donate $100,000 to victim

s of the T
urkish

earthquake and is prepared to send a team
 of doctors to the

devastated area.

1999
19 A

ug.
A

fter an unexpected 4.5 percent gross dom
estic product

increase in 1999, U
zbekistan is heading for 5.0 percent

econom
ic grow

th in 2000. Industrial production is forecast to
expand 6.1 percent and agriculture 6.0 percent in 1999.

1999
20 A

ug.
K

arim
ov blam

es T
ajik authorities for allow

ing arm
ed m

ilitants,
including ethnic U

zbeks, to cross into neighboring K
yrgyzstan,

w
here they took four K

yrgyz officials hostage.

1999
20 A

ug.
K

azakhstan plans to shed a portion of its 25 percent ($2.5
billion) share in the T

engizchevroil to cover this year’s expected
$560 m

illion budget deficit and pay off state debts of $630
m

illion.

1999
20 A

ug.
K

yrgyz officials, after com
bing the m

ountains w
here the

guerrillas had been entrenched conclude that the gurillas m
ight

have already left the country.

1999
23 A

ug.
30 arm

ed infiltrators from
 T

ajikistan take six hostages,
including four Japanes geologists, in K

yrgyzstan.

1999
23 A

ug.
T

he T
ajik parliam

entary com
m

ittee for international affairs,
international relations and culture com

plains that the
new

spapers are "full of inform
ation on violence, cruelty, and

w
ars" and ignore the prom

otion of "high hum
an values" and

"protecting the national dignity of the T
ajik people." T

here are
currently som

e 30 w
eekly new

spapers in T
ajikistan, of w

hich
10 are state-ow

ned. H
ow

ever, there is no daily new
spaper.
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1999
23 A

ug.
Som

e 125 delegates from
 throughout K

yrgyzstan attended the
founding congress in B

ishkek of a second com
m

unist party. T
he

party split from
 the Party of K

yrgyz C
om

m
unists, headed by

A
bsam

at M
asaliev, w

ho is a form
er First Secretary of the

C
entral C

om
m

ittee of the then K
irghiz C

om
m

unist Party.

1999
23 A

ug.
T

w
o separate guerrilla groups take new

 hostages. T
he first takes

320 villagers hostage. T
he second seizes the com

m
ander of the

K
yrgyz Interior M

inistry forces and four Japanese specialists
near the altyn-Jailoo goldm

ine.

1999
23 A

ug.
E

lections to a new
 250-seat parliam

ent w
ill take place on 5

D
ecem

ber, together w
ith elections to city and local councils.

T
he presidential poll w

ill be held on 9 January. Five registered
political parties are entitled to field candidates.

1999
24 A

ug.
T

ajik Security C
ouncil Secretary identifies the guerrillas

holding hostages in K
yrgyzstan as loyal m

em
bers of the ethnic

U
zbek field com

m
ander D

jum
a N

am
angani, w

ho refuses to
com

ply w
ith the deadline to disarm

 issued by T
ajikistan's

N
ational R

econciliation C
om

m
ission. T

hat deadline expired last
m

onth.

1999
24 A

ug.
T

ajik authorities attribute the guerrillas’ loyalty to ethnic U
zbek

field com
m

ander D
jum

a N
am

angani.

1999
26 A

ug.
K

yrgyzstan and T
ajikistan agree to close border crossings

betw
een their tw

o countries.

1999
26 A

ug.
C

hina’s Jiang zem
in visits K

yrgyzstan. A
kaev and Jiang Z

em
in

settle their countries’ border disputes.

1999
26 A

ug.
K

yrgyz and T
ajik Presidents agree to close border crossings

betw
een their tw

o countries.

1999
27 A

ug.
T

he K
yrgyz governm

ent asks R
ussia for m

ilitary and technical
assistance to locate and disarm

 the m
ilitant groups.

1999
28 A

ug.
20 K

yrgyz troops sent to locate the guerrillas are them
selves

abducted.

1999
28 A

ug.
R

icardo Juarez outpoints U
zbekistan's T

ulkunbay T
urgunov 13-

2 to take the gold in featherw
eight boxing division.
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1999
30 A

ug.
M

oscow
 is prepared to provide anti-aircraft system

s and
fighters to C

IS countries on a "long-term
 lease" basis. T

alks are
already under w

ay w
ith T

ajikistan, T
urkm

enistan, G
eorgia,

K
yrgyzstan, and others.

1999
30 A

ug.
H

ostages released by the Islam
ic m

ilitants confirm
 that the

K
yrgyz Interior M

inistry general and the four Japanese
geologists are still alive

1999
30 A

ug.
12 K

yrgyz villagers w
ere killed and 40 hom

es dam
aged in a

bom
bing raid by U

zbek aircraft on villages in the C
hong-A

lai
district of O

sh O
blast. Japanes authorities seek the release of

their citizens by w
riting the presidents of U

zbekistan and
T

ajikistan.

1999
31 A

ug.
K

yrgyz forces halt the guerrillas’ m
ovem

ent north in C
hon-alai.

1999
31 A

ug.
T

he hostage situation in neighboring K
yrgyzstan and internal

security fears dam
pen the m

ood for U
zbekistan's independence

day. Police and cam
ouflage-clad security m

en arm
ed w

ith
autom

atic w
eapons looked on as w

orkers decorated the streets.

1999
2 Sept.

11 political parties register to contend the 10 O
ctober elections

to the low
er house of the parliam

ent. T
en of the 77 seats in the

low
er house w

ill be allocated under the proportional (party list)
system

. A
n average of nine candidates w

ill com
pete for each

seat in the low
er house, w

hile 35 candidates w
ill contest the 16

seats in the 17 Septem
ber Senate (upper house) elections.

1999
2 Sept.

T
he first round of K

azakh-R
ussian talks on delineating the state

frontier betw
een the tw

o countries opened in M
oscow

 on 31
A

ugust.

1999
2 Sept.

B
B

C
 announces that M

uslim
 m

ilitants w
ould exchange hostages

for jailed com
rades.

1999
2 Sept.

A
 m

an claim
ing to be a spokesm

an for T
ohir Y

uldashev,
m

ilitary com
m

ander of the U
zbek Islam

ic M
ovem

ent, told the
B

B
C

 that the guerrillas w
ant to exchange their hostages for

m
em

bers of the U
zbek Islam

ic M
ovem

ent currently im
prisoned

in U
zbekistan
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1999
2 Sept.

T
he U

zbek guerrillas entrenched in southern K
yrgyzstan

continue to hold 13 hostages, including four Japanese geologists
and a K

yrgyz Interior M
inistry general.

1999
3 Sept.

N
ovem

ber 6, 1999 is set as the date for presidential election
deem

ed to restore stability in T
ajikistan. 3 m

illion T
ajiks are

eligible to vote.

1999
3 Sept.

K
azakhstan com

m
em

orates the centenary of the start of drilling
near A

tyrau, on the east coast of the C
aspian Sea.

1999
3 Sept.

A
s a result of K

azakh governm
ent suspending financing of m

ost
official new

spapers, the state publishing house in A
lm

aty
refuses to publish som

e local new
spapers, even though som

e
new

spapers have secured alternative sources of funding.

1999
3 Sept.

A
 visiting U

.S. delegation discloses that in 2000 K
yrgyzstan

w
ill have to m

eet foreign debt repaym
ents equal to 40 percent

of the annual budget. T
he lion's share consists of a $130 m

illion
R

ussian loan. T
alks are under w

ay w
ith the governm

ents of
R

ussian and Pakistan on restructuring those loans.

1999
3 Sept.

T
he B

oeing com
pany delivers U

zbekistan A
irw

ays' first 757-
200 to com

plem
ent its 767 tw

in-aisle planes. T
he A

irline plans
to use the 757-200 fleet for routes connecting U

zbekistan to
E

urope and the M
iddle E

ast.

1999
6 Sept.

N
azarbaev calls upon international investors to respect their

com
m

itm
ents to specific projects, including international

investm
ent in pipeline projects to export K

azakhstan's oil.

1999
6 Sept.

T
urkm

en governm
ent and Iranian energy officials approved a

feasibility study and reached agreem
ent on financing

construction of a reservoir and dam
 on the T

edzhen R
iver,

w
hich m

arks the border betw
een the tw

o countries. T
he tw

o
countries w

ill contribute equally to the estim
ated $167 m

illion
project. T

he reservoir w
ill have a capacity of 1.2 billion cubic

m
eters, m

aking it possible to irrigate som
e 20,000 hectares of

land on each side of the border.

1999
6 Sept.

A
 fax, declaring "H

oly W
ar" dem

ands the release of 50,000
M

uslim
s held in U

zbek prisons.
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1999
6 Sept.

K
yrgyz governm

ent troops succeeded in dislodging one group
of ethnic U

zbek guerrillas from
 the C

hon-A
lai R

aion of O
sh

O
blast w

hile, another group crosses into the D
jirgatal district of

neighboring T
ajikistan. T

he rem
aining group continues to hold

the four Japanese geologists and a K
yrgyz Interior M

inistry
general.

1999
6 Sept.

Z
ubair ibn A

bdurrakim
, chairm

an of the political council of the
Islam

ic M
ovem

ent of U
zbekistan, announced the beginning of a

"H
oly W

ar" against U
zbekistan w

ith the aim
 of forcing the

release of 50,000 M
uslim

s held in U
zbek prisons and the

reopening of thousands of m
osques and religious training

institutions.

1999
6 Sept.

Islam
 K

arim
ov attended the opening cerem

ony of the T
ashkent

Islam
ic U

niversity. E
stablished under a presidential decree, the

university w
ill teach the history and philosophy of Islam

,
Islam

ic law
, econom

y, and natural sciences.

1999
7 Sept.

O
pposition party leaders aligned in the U

T
O

 and the
C

om
m

unist Party fear it m
ay prove im

possible to create
conditions for free and fair elections.

1999
7 Sept.

A
 new

 party, the R
epublika2000 Party, is form

ed and registered
branches in five of K

azakhstan's 14 oblasts. It w
ill not,

how
ever, contend the 10 O

ctober elections to the low
er house of

parliam
ent because the A

ugust deadline for applying to register
has already elapsed.

1999
7 Sept.

T
he estim

ated 400-500 ethnic U
zbek m

ilitants holding 12
hostages are w

illing to negotiate.

1999
7 Sept.

T
he K

yrgyz governm
ent refuses to conduct official negotiations

w
ith the ethnic U

zbek guerrillas w
ho hold a dozen hostages in

southern K
yrgyzstan, but did not rule out low

er-level talks.
Southern K

yrgyzstan and the D
jirgtal region of neighboring

T
ajikistan are suggested by the guerrila to discuss the release of

the hostages.

1999
7 Sept.

U
zbekistan expects to harvest 4.1 m

illion tonnes of raw
 cotton

in 1999. T
he previous harvest at 3.22 m

illion tonnes m
eant

$1.36 for the state coffers.
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1999
8 Sept.

K
yrgyzstan rejects the m

ilitant’s dem
and for the release of

50,000 M
uslim

s in prison in U
zbekistan in exchange for the

hostages held by the m
ovem

ent’s guerrillas.

1999
8 Sept.

B
ecause of receiving telephone threats, A

lash Party leader
Z

haqsybay decides to w
ithdraw

 his candidacy for the 10
O

ctober elections to the low
er house of the parliam

ent.

1999
8 Sept.

U
zbek authorities reject as a "provocation" and "scandalous

outrage" the Islam
ic M

ovem
ent of U

zbekistan's dem
and for the

release of 50,000 M
uslim

s im
prisoned in U

zbekistan in
exchange for freeing the hostages held by the m

ovem
ent's

guerrillas in southern K
yrgyzstan.

1999
9 Sept.

T
alks are being held w

ith the guerrillas, but exclusively through
the m

ediation of local officials and N
G

O
s.

1999
9 Sept.

T
he parliam

ent votes to provide econom
ic aid to victim

s of the
conflict.

1999
9 Sept.

A
kaev recognizes R

ussian air support as the m
ost effective

w
eapon against the guerrillas.

1999
9 Sept.

K
arim

ov alleges that the hostage-taking in southern K
yrgyzstan

has been prepared long in advance and constitutes part of a
m

ajor conspiracy orchestrated by Islam
ic terrorists w

ho aim
 to

establish an Islam
ic state in C

entral A
sia. C

onsequently,
T

ashkent has tightened control of its borders and placed its
arm

ed forces on alert.

1999
10 Sept.

U
zbek official new

spaper identifies U
T

O
 as the support of the

hostage-takers in K
yrgyzstan and not the Islam

ic M
ovem

ent of
U

zbekistan, as the K
yrgyz authorities claim

.

1999
10 Sept.

N
o firm

 date is set for talks on the release of the 12 hostages
held by the guerrillas.

1999
10 Sept.

N
iyazov announced his w

illingness to pardon and am
nesty a

further 12,000 prisoners before the end of 1999. Som
e 22,000

prisoners, or m
ore than half the entire prison population, have

been freed from
 the country's overcrow

ded jails in tw
o separate

am
nesties earlier this year. M

any of them
 w

ere jailed for drug-
related offenses.
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1999
10 Sept.

T
he draft budget for 2000 envisages a budget surplus equal to

2.5 percent of G
D

P. It is the first deficit-free budget ever
proposed by the governm

ent. R
evenues are predicted to rise by

12 percent com
pared w

ith 1999, and spending w
ill be cut by 17

percent. Industrial output should grow
 by at 2 percent, and

agricultural production by 5 percent, according to Interfax. T
he

inflation rate is estim
ated at 12 percent.

1999
10 Sept.

T
he U

zbek official m
edia identifies the m

ilitants as m
em

bers of
the U

nited T
ajik O

pposition rather than of the Islam
ic

M
ovem

ent of U
zbekistan.

1999
10 Sept.

Japan is interested in expanding trade w
ith U

zbekistan, w
hich

last year stood at $122 m
illion. Japanese com

panies currently
have offices in T

ashkent, but a further increase in investm
ent is

unlikely because the U
zbek currency is not fully convertible.

Japan has invested over $1 billion in U
zbekistan since 1995, of

w
hich the Japanese governm

ent invested som
e $334 m

illion.

1999
10 Sept.

T
he U

zbek official new
spaper "Slovo U

zbekistana" alleged that
m

em
bers of the U

nited T
ajik O

pposition support the hostage-
takers in southern K

yrgyzstan, and not the Islam
ic M

ovem
ent of

U
zbekistan.

1999
13 Sept.

T
he U

T
O

 rejects claim
s published in the official U

zbek press
that the ethnic U

zbek guerrillas responsible for the hostage-
takings in K

yrgyzstan are acting on orders, and receive arm
s

and am
m

unition from
 the U

T
O

.

1999
13 Sept.

C
hina m

ight undertake personnel training for T
urkm

enistan as
w

ell as take over the use and repair of m
ilitary hardw

are for that
republic.

1999
13 Sept.

L
eaders of the U

nited T
ajik O

pposition reject U
zbek claim

s that
the ethnic U

zbek guerrillas responsible for the hostage-takings
in K

yrgyzstan acting on their orders, and that they receive arm
s

and am
m

unition from
 them

.

1999
15 Sept.

K
hoshali G

araev, 37, charged w
ith "anti-state crim

es" w
as

found dead in his prison cell last w
eek. T

urkm
en authorities

claim
 that G

araev, w
ho had recently w

ritten to relatives saying
he w

as in good health, had com
m

itted suicide.
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1999
15 Sept.

A
kaev m

eets in B
erlin w

ith C
hancellor G

erhard Schroeder for
G

erm
an financial support for construction of a new

 hydro-
pow

er station and for exporting electricity to neighboring
C

hina. A
kaev also requested a D

M
 75 m

illion ($40 m
illion)

loan to support sm
all business in K

yrgyzstan and an additional
D

M
 20 m

illion in technical help.

1999
16 Sept.

K
azakhstan plans to harvest 10 m

illion tons of grain this year
and export 3 m

illion tons to R
ussia, Iran, and U

zbekistan.

 D
esperately raising revenue to plug its budget deficit,

K
azakhstan plans to sell 20 percent of the state-controlled

savings institution H
alyk B

ank w
hich, at the end of June had a

total assets of 45 billion tenge ($333 m
illion).

1999
17 Sept.

R
ahm

onov’s nam
e is put forw

ard by his party, People’s
D

em
ocratic Party, for another term

 of office on N
ovem

ber 6,
1999.

1999
22 Sept.

B
ulgarian diplom

at Ivo Petrov is nam
ed K

ofi A
non’s special

representative to T
ajikistan, replacing Jan K

ubis.

1999
23 Sept.

R
eacting to events in southern K

yrgyzstan, N
azarbaev creates a

com
m

ission to counter religious exterim
ism

.

1999
24 Sept.

C
iting 25%

 reduction in trade betw
een the C

IS countries and
K

azakhstan, N
azarbaev characterizes the C

IS as an institution in
the process of disintegration.

1999
24 Sept.

O
ver the last few

 w
eeks, around 300 U

zbek prisoners, m
ainly

from
 the banned K

hezbut T
akhrir (liberation party) religious

organization have been released. T
he organization is one of nine

religious organizations banned in the form
er Soviet U

nion.

1999
26 Sept.

T
ajiks in high num

bers turn out to vote tw
o proposed

am
endm

ents to the constitution: extending the president’s term
in office to seven years and creating a bicam

eral parliam
ent.

T
he referundum

 is supported by both the governm
ent and the

U
T

O
.

1999
26 Sept.

In tennis, the C
zech R

epublic beats U
zbekistan 5-0 in the D

avis
C

up w
orld group playoff tie.
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1999
28 Sept.

In view
 of K

azakhstan’s need for IM
F and W

orld B
ank funds,

K
azakh parliam

ent passes the 2000 draft budget in its first
reading w

ith the stipulation of reconsidering parts thereof.

1999
29 Sept.

W
ith the registration of the form

erly outlaw
ed Islam

ic
O

pposition Party, D
avlat U

sm
on is chosen to contend for the

presidency against R
ahm

onov.

1999
1 O

ct.
K

azakhstani Prim
e M

inister resigns but the cabinet continues its
w

ork until after O
ctober 10, w

hen a new
 appointm

ent is m
ade.

D
evaluation of the T

enge, designed to protect dom
estic industry

from
 cheap im

ports, affects peoples’ w
ages and living standards

and results in the resignation of the Prim
e M

inister.

1999
3 O

ct.
U

nidentified planes bom
b rem

ote areas of eastern T
ajikistan to

flush out U
zbek intruders in southern K

yrgyzstan.

1999
3 O

ct.
U

zbekistan blam
es T

ajikistan’s Islam
ic opposition m

ovem
ent

for supporting the 650 K
yrgyzstan intruders w

ho have been
holding over a dozen hostages including four Japanese
geologists for over six w

eeks.

1999
30 O

ct.
U

zbek special forces clears Z
ardaly from

 the rebels.

1999
00 N

ov.
N

ouruddin K
ianoori, the G

eneral Secretary of the T
udeh Party

of Iran passes aw
ay.


